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S\mbiocene
"A landscape is viewed from the outside, a place is e[perienced
from the inside." (Catrien Poissonnier)

I am spending a week on Terschelling, m\ favourite Wadden
Island. I am there often; to write, to grieve, to vacation, to enjo\
the theatre at Oerol. Usuall\ I am there outside the high season.
In winter, it is quieter. Restaurants and shops are closed, the
islanders themselves are on holida\ or the\ are renovating. I am
less of a tourist there, the\ are not so concerned with me. I do
sometimes go there for a haircut and hear the latest news. The
owner of one of m\ favourite coffee spots greets me when I pass
him on the beach. NRZ I belRQg, I think. 

I have set routine and habits there: I prefer to sta\ in a cottage
on the Wadden d\ke and rent m\ bike from the same rental
compan\. You leave \our bag behind, the\ take it to \our
cottage for \ou. I mount m\ bike, feeling light; all the books are
in m\ suitcase. I leave the village of West immediatel\. Too
man\ shops and houses. The empt\ Wadden d\ke is m\ first
destination. When I leave the inhabited world behind me, after
the second big bend in the road, a special feeling alwa\s
overwhelms me, sometimes e[uberant, sometimes hushed; this is
where I am at home. While c\cling, I call out: hellR TeUVchelliQg,
I'P heUe agaiQ! The last time, I thought I heard a response of
recognition. Wh\ not? Could it be that the island also recognises
me? Wh\ not? 



On Terschelling, I e[perience the feeling of being in and with
nature as a gift. The wind and sun in m\ face, the hori]on all
around me, the call of o\stercatchers and geese. And in the
evening, a sk\ full of stars and silence. Here I am sure again: Ze
aUe QaWXUe. I wrote that on the sign for the last climate march I
participated in.

 I don't live on Terschelling but in Amsterdam, in the hustle and
bustle. And I love that too. The rich culture of the cit\; often I go
to the cinema or theatre. All those people who move around, the
swarm of bic\cles. In the cit\, it's not so simple to feel 'we are
nature'. Yet I get anno\ed b\ people who decide to break awa\
from the cit\ and disappear to some farawa\ place to live off-
grid in a tin\ house or distant communit\. Wh\, that's beautiful,
isn't it? But I think; this is not possible for ever\one: this is a part\
e[clusivel\ for white highl\ educated people. And what does it
mean for all those people, living in a flat or tin\ house or suburb,
working hard Ō if the\ have work at all. The\ can't afford to
leave for the wilderness. How can the\ e[perience nature?  
So within me, the question arose: how can \ou e[perience
nature in the cit\? Would it be possible to have as intense an
e[perience of nature in the cit\ as \ou do on Terschelling on the
Wadden d\ke? 





Going into nature

We usually tend to think of 'nature' as something outside
ourselves. ŁWełre going to a natural areał. Then you go to the
forest, the sea, or preferably the Łreal, wild, untouched'
nature. For the latter, you have to go far away. To a foreign
country, the distant mountains, into the inhospitable desert.
There are few, if any, people. People do not belong to nature,
it seems. 
  In Western origin stories, such as the biblical story of Adam
and Eve, nature is dangerous for humans. The snake as a
symbol of evil tempts Eve. She eats the forbidden apple, and
then Adam and Eve are driven out of paradise Ō which is a
symbol of nature. So the split between us and nature is in our
Christian origin myth. I don't think we realise how deep such
stories are in us, even if you were not brought up with this
biblical story. Socially, the assumption still prevails that we
should control nature, and that nature is outside us.

 In other cultures, this premise is less obvious. For example, in
the origin myth of the Indian Mohawk people. There, a
woman, skywoman, falls from heaven. She is caught by the
birds in her fall and lands on the turtlełs shell. Around her is
only water. The shell is too small for her. The animals around
her dive underwater, looking for earth. Rat can stay
underwater the longest and brings her mud. The woman
smears this over the shell and earth is created. She plants
seeds she brought as gifts and the animals and humans have
food. Here, humans are welcomed and helped by the
animals. They work together. 



 I was reminded of this story when I watched S\mbioceen, a TV
programme on Tegenlicht, a Dutch series from the broadcaster
VPRO. Glenn Albrecht, an Australian environmental
philosopher, developed the concept of the Symbiocene. His
story and way of thinking gives me a new perspective. He does
not offer solutions, but a concept that opens up possibilities. It
makes my heart happy. My head gets it.

S\mbiocene

The Anthropocene is a term coined by Nobel laureate Paul
Crutzen in 2000, who argued that since the industrial
revolution, humans have had such a negative ecological impact
that we have become a geophysical force, ushering in a new
geological epoch. Man is depleting the earth. From a dominant
position versus other living organisms, man exploits nature. We
find it obvious that we are above nature; it exists for our sake.

Glenn Albrecht developed a new concept in reaction to the
anthropocene that fits what I was looking for: the s\mbiocene.
In the symbiocene, relationships and connection between life
are central. He suggests that all living organisms, whether
human, animal, plant, bacteria, fungi, micro-organisms form
one integrated whole. ŃThis is more than an Łentanglementł of
different but independent beings; it is the sharing of a common
property, called life,ń he writes.



  These different parts play a vital role in each other's lives. The
boundaries between them are much less solid than we usually
think. In ecology, this is called a holobiont; a unit of organisms
living in symbiosis, dependent on each other. Therefore, there is
no separated environment outside of us. Connections that shape
the symbiosis are central. How to maintain and sustain these
symbiotic connections is what needs our attention.

Albrecht sees symbiosis not as a utopian concept, but as a
'radical anticipation', a way of shaping reality completely
differently; he calls this eu-topia, a good place.

We take it for granted to see nature as a great struggle for
existence, the struggle for life. But when you look at nature from
a perspective of symbiosis, you see the opposite of destruction:
you see cooperation and sacrifice in the service of the whole, in
the service of living processes. The whole world consists of
coherent living processes. Therefore, the greatest value is:
'shared life'. It is another picture of development. The
symbiocene gives the invitation to rethink the world. A free
conceptual space, that is the possibility the symbiocene invites to
think, act and live from.

Kimmerer, R.W. (2013) Braiding Sweetgrass. Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants. Minneapolis, Milkweed Editions. 
VPRO Tegenlicht
https://www.vpro.nl/programmas/tegenlicht/kijk/afleveringen/2022-
2023/welkom-in-het-symbioceen.html
 Albrecht, G.A. (2019) Earth emotions. New Words for a New World. London,
Cornell University Press.
 Albrecht, G.A. (2019) Earth emotions. New Words for a New World. London,
Cornell University Press.
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Nature does not e[ist. The living is ke\.  

"You city dwellers call it nature. It is so abstract in your minds
that even the word is abstract. Here, we say Łforest',
Łmeadowł, Łriverł, Łrockł: things you can point to,ń says Bruno
the mountain dweller on his visit from the city, protagonist in
the book and film of the same name The Eight Mountains by
Paolo Cognetti.
 French philosopher Baptiste Morizot, in his book Rekindling
life: a common front, deconstructs some persistent and
unconscious assumptions in our relationship to nature. This
helps to think through and live through symbiosis more
powerfully.
 For instance, he unpacks the concept of nature conservation.
In our Western society, we see nature as 'wild' and imperfect.
It gains value when we manage this nature. In his view, the
idea of stewardship is therefore a dominant, capitalist
concept. Nature does not need to be protected, it is not
vulnerable. She is stronger than we are. We emerge from her.
We exist because of her.

 He therefore speaks of the living rather than of nature. Our
relationship to the living is now based mainly on production
and extraction. We have constructed and maintain a myth in
which we argue that we have made the earth habitable, with
agriculture or land management and development. He calls
this myth a metaph\sics of production. He then argues for a
transformation to a metaph\sics of alliance: a world-view that
acknowledges non-human life forms and the wild dynamics
they create, as irreplaceable producers of the earth's
habitability for all life forms, of which we are a part:
 



ŃIt is fundamentall\ a crisis of our relations to the living. It is
these relationships that must be rethought and transformed: this
calls for imagining politics of interdependence, supported b\
locall\-based concrete alliances, which work for the good of the
mutualistic and constitutive relationship between humans and the
rest of life on Earth.ń

RegeneUaWion

As Daniel Christian Wahl, a biologist and author of Designing
Regenerative Cultures puts it, regeneration is not simpl\ about
avoiding harm (such as the word 'sustainable' implies), but
rather: "How can we move creativel\ into the future actuall\
healing the damage of the past?"
Wahl goes on to e[plain that there's a shift awa\ from focusing
on outcome to a focus on the process, because there is no fi[ed
end point when it comes to regeneration. "We can onl\ do our
best to create regenerative s\stems and then re-address them
when we arrive in that future that we've created." 
 This was essential for the Summer Research School in its design
and process: we are (re)searching together what this
regeneration in the sense of a s\mbiocene could be on
Zeeburgereiland. And creating together is one of the pillars in
this. The other is the aim to give something to the island and her
inhabitants, instead of the common research attitude of coming
to Łgetł knowledge from a place or situation.

5. https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2022/12/16/op-be]oek-in-het-dorp-van-paolo-
cognetti-de-acht-bergen-is-ook-een-documentaire-over-ons-dorp-a4151306
6. Mori]ot, B. (2022) Rekindling life: a common front. Cambridge, Polit\.
7.  Mori]ot, B. (2023). Who Makes the Earth Habitable? From a Metaph\sics of
Production to a Metaph\sics of Alliance. 
https://shc.stanford.edu/stanford-humanities-center/events/baptiste-mori]ot-who-
makes-earth-habitable-metaph\sics-production 





ZeebXUgeUeiland

One half is alread\ built and inhabited, the other half consists
of a barren plain with a few construction huts, and lots of
fences around it. Concrete slabs form the roads across the
barren plain. You would think that there is nothing there. 

Nothing could be further from the truth! Ever\thing is alread\
filled in. The municipalit\'s website lists what is to come, in
prett\ words and beautiful 3D drawings. In the drawings, the
sun shines, there are green trees, people c\cle down the street.
Ever\one will be happ\ here, the website eagerl\ conve\s, if
\ou move into one of the 5,500 houses that will be built. It
makes me sad.  The imagination the\ use is so far from realit\.
There is no bike with a flat t\re, no car parked wrongl\, no bus
shelter daubed with graffiti.

The island is much more than this. It has an impressive histor\.
The island was formed in the earl\ 20th centur\ b\ dredging
silt from the IJ and the Eastern Docklands.  It then served as a
militar\ training ground and was occupied b\ the Sewage
Treatment Plant until 2006. Meanwhile, from 1974, Camping
Zeeburg was set up b\ the municipalit\ for the impoverished
foreign hippies who were no longer allowed to sleep for free
on Dam Square and in the Vondelpark. The campsite was
moved in 1997, but businesses, self-built houses and studios
remained on the West side in a 'fringe societ\' that now
includes student housing in a former as\lum seekers' centre.



SXmmeU ReVeaUch School S\mbiocene
  
What does it look like when \ou put the living at the centre?
What can it mean to make the s\mbiocene 'live'?  

Thirt\ people formed the temporar\ research school to
investigate this question for three da\s on Zeeburgereiland.
Residents, artists, e[perts, researchers formed an equal group.
Ever\one's e[pertise was worthwhile. Some inspired with their
knowledge of nature, others offered investigative methods,
and others their e[pertise in creative making. The group
worked to create an e[hibition and a shared e[perience for
the island and its inhabitants. 

In small groups, the\ chose a theme and something that
fascinated them on the island. The\ deepened this theme and
their Łfascinationł with creative and art-based research
methods, and ended in making visible, making audible,
making e[perienced. 

As researchers, we came to give, to be regenerative. 

 - An Kramer, Amsterdam, September 2023

This is what we discovered: Stories of the S\mbiocene

This is who took part: Nature Portraits. 





SWRUieV Rf Whe
V\PbiRceQe

PURWHcWLRQ
BRXQdaULHV
CRPPXQLcaWLRQ
CRQQHcWLRQ
RHJHQHUaWLRQ 

IQWURdXcWLRQ

TKLUW\ SHRSOH IRUPHd a UHVHaUcK JURXS IRU WKUHH da\V RQ
ZHHbXUJHUHLOaQd. TKH\ ZHUH UHVLdHQWV, aUWLVWV, H[SHUWV, aQd
UHVHaUcKHUV. RHJaUdOHVV RI WKHLU SURIHVVLRQ RU bacNJURXQd,
HYHU\RQH ZaV aQ HTXaO PHPbHU aQd HYHU\RQH'V H[SHUWLVH ZaV
cRQVLdHUHd YaOXabOH aQd ZRUWKZKLOH. SRPH LQVSLUHd ZLWK WKHLU
NQRZOHdJH abRXW QaWXUH, RWKHUV NQHZ VRPH JRRd PHWKRdV RI
LQYHVWLJaWLQJ, RWKHUV LQ cUHaWLYH PaNLQJ. TKH JURXS ZRUNHd
WRZaUdV WR aQ H[KLbLWLRQ aQd VKaUHd H[SHULHQcH IRU WKH LVOaQd
aQd KHU LQKabLWaQWV aW WKH HQd RI WKH WKUHH da\V. WH IRUPHd
VPaOO JURXSV; HacK cKRVH a WKHPH aQd a ŃIaVcLQaWLRQ".
DHHSHQLQJ WKLV WKHPH ZLWK cUHaWLYH aQd aUW-baVHd UHVHaUcK
PHWKRdV, ZH PadH LW YLVLbOH, aXdLbOH, H[SHULHQcHabOH. AV
UHVHaUcKHUV ZH caPH WR JLYH, QRW PHUHO\ WR H[WUacW NQRZOHdJH.  
TKH\ H[SHULHQcHd, dLVcRYHUHd aQd cUHaWHd WKHVH WKHPHV:
 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.



1. PURWecWLRQ

HRZ caQ KXPaQV aQd QaWXUH OLYH WRJHWKHU? 
WKR QHHdV SURWHcWLRQ? 

CRPSaUHd WR PRVW RI APVWHUdaP, WKH LVOaQd LV TXLHWHU, cRROHU,
aQd LV KRPH WR PRUH JUHHQHU\ aQd aQLPaOV, ZLWK KRUVHV aQd
cKLcNHQV. C\cOLQJ RYHU WKH bULdJH, \RX caQ IHHO WKH aLU
WHPSHUaWXUH dURS aV \RX OHaYH WKH KHaW RI WKH cLW\ bHKLQd \RX.
MaQ\ RI WKRVH ZKR OLYH WKHUH cKRVH WR PRYH WKHUH IRU WKH SHacH
aQd TXLHW aQd WR bH VXUURXQdHd b\ QaWXUH.  
AQd \HW, PXcK RI WKH LVOaQd KaV bHcRPH a VLWH IRU LQWHQVLYH
dHYHORSPHQW. MRUH aQd PRUH aSaUWPHQW bORcNV aUH bHLQJ bXLOW,
ZLWK QHZ WXQQHOV aQd WUaQVSRUW OLQNV bHLQJ OaLd dRZQ. WKaW ZaV
a WUaQTXLO VaQdSLW KaV bHcRPH a QRLV\ bXLOdLQJ VLWH: dXULQJ WKH
VXPPHU VcKRRO, ZH VaW RXWVLdH NaXWLOXV aQd VWUXJJOHd WR KHaU
HacK RWKHU RYHU WKH VRXQd RI aQ H[caYaWRU dLJJLQJ XS WKH URad.

MaQ\ SaUWLcLSaQWV IHOW OLNH WKH LVOaQd ZaV H[KaXVWHd, JURaQLQJ
XQdHU WKH ZHLJKW RI cRQVWUXcWLRQ aQd dHYHORSPHQW. WKHUH LV WKH
VSacH IRU QaWXUH QRZ? 

ŃToda\, I felt like when we were talking to the water or listening
to the sounds, I felt like the island was exhausted. Because it
used to be super calm and peaceful here and just a few people.
And now it has to deal with all of these building sites and noise
and stuff going on. And we also feel like this, while we just want
to be in our peaceful little world in the corner of the island. Itłs
sad that therełs this exhaustion happening. But it makes \ou
more connected to a place if \ou actuall\ have to take care of it,
fight for it and protect it.ń - Jana





BLR-ShLOLa 

IWłV SURYHQ WKaW bHLQJ LQ QaWXUH LV YLWaO IRU RXU KHaOWK. WaQdHULQJ
LQ a IRUHVW UHdXcHV WKH OHYHOV RI cRUWLVRO, a VWUHVV KRUPRQH, aQd
LQcUHaVHV VHURWRQLQ, ZKLcK LQcUHaVHV IHHOLQJV RI MR\ aQd
ZHOObHLQJ. IW PaNHV XV IHHO KaSS\. 

WKaW a SLW\, WKHQ, IRU WKH SHRSOH OLYLQJ LQ a cLW\, OLNH RQ
ZHHbXUJHUHLOaQd, IaU IURP a IRUHVW. AQd \HW, LQ WKH SXPPHU
RHVHaUcK ScKRRO ZH QRWLcHd WKH QaWXUaO KXPaQ LPSXOVH WR
JUaYLWaWH WRZaUdV QaWXUH; PRVW JURXSV ZKHUH dLUHcWO\ aWWUacWHd WR
WKH PRVW JUHHQ SaUW RI WKH LVOaQd. WH H[SHULHQcHd ŁbLR-SKLOLał, a
VWaWH RI ORYLQJ QaWXUH.

GULef abRXW Whe ZLOd LVOaQd beLQg WaPed

WKHQ RQH RI WKH LQKabLWaQWV ILUVW VWaUWHd cRPLQJ WR WKH LVOaQd,
VKH ZaV dUaZQ b\ LWV ZLOdQHVV, WKH XQWaPHd cKaRV RI WKH aUWLVWVł
cRORQ\, WKH IHHOLQJ RI IUHHdRP. NRZ, WKaW cRPPXQLW\ LV XQdHU
WKUHaW, aQd VKH LV PRXUQLQJ IRU ZKaW WKH\ aUH abRXW WR ORVH.
SKHłV Vad abRXW WKH Za\ WKH LVOaQd LV bHLQJ dHYHORSHd, KRZ LWłV
bHLQJ dULOOHd WKURXJK WR bXLOd WXQQHOV, VXIIRcaWHd XQdHU PLOHV RI
SLSHV aQd HOHcWULcLW\ OLQH. SKH IHHOV OLNH LWłV cUHaNLQJ XQdHU WKH
ZHLJKW RI aOO WKH KXPaQ acWLYLW\ RQ LW. 

SKH WROd WKH VWRU\ RI KRZ VKH RQH da\ ZRNH XS WR KHaU WKH WUHHV
bHLQJ cXW dRZQ. SKH IHOW dHVSRQdHQW. AQd VKH ZaV aOVR aQJU\.
BXW MXVW aV VKH ZaV ORVLQJ KRSH, VKH VaZ a PaVVLIORUa: a bHaXWLIXO
bOXH IORZHU WKaW bORRPV RQO\ dXULQJ WKH da\, aQd cORVHV aW QLJKW.
SHHLQJ LW bORRP aJaLQ WKH QH[W da\, VKH bHJaQ WR WKLQN: WKaW
caQ I dR? 





ŃIW PaNeV Pe UeaOO\ VadĽ if I WaON WR Ma[iP [ZhRłV OiYed RQ Whe
iVOaQd fRU PRUe WhaQ 10 \eaUV] abRXW Whe iVOaQd aQd QaWXUe, WheQ
he Va\V ŁYeV, befRUe Ze had WheVe aQiPaOVł aQd ŁBefRUe Ze had
WheVe SOaQWVł. SR IłP a biW VWXcN beWZeeQ gUief aQd a deViUe WR
fighW. BecaXVe I dRQłW ZaQW WR jXVW PRXUQ ZhaW ZełYe ORVW, bXW
fRcXV RQ ZhaW Ze GR haYe.ń - BeUbeU

UQWLO QRZ, VKH VaZ WKH SSRUWKHOGHQbXXUW aV ŁVRXOOHVVł, bXW aIWHU
VSHQGLQJ VRPH WLPH RQ LW IRU WKH UHVHaUcK VcKRRO, VKH UHaOLVHG
WKaW WKHUHłV PRUH JURZLQJ WKHUH WKaQ VKH UHaOLVHG. EYHQ LQ ZKaW
ORRNV OLNH a VRXOOHVV GHVHUW RI cRQcUHWH aQG JOaVV, WKHUH aUH IORUa
aQG IaXQa, RIWHQ JURZLQJ WKURXJK WKH cUacNV RU VXUYLYLQJ LQ VSLWH
RI WKH KXPaQ-LPSRVHG HQYLURQPHQW: ŃWH ORRNHG aW HYHU\WKLQJ
WKaW GRHV JURZ KHUH Ō QRW RQO\ QaWXUH bXW aOVR SHRSOH. TKHUHłV
aOVR a PXOWLWXGH RI WKLQJV KHUH. SR SHUKaSV I VKRXOG WKLQN LQ a
OHVV bLQaU\ Za\ abRXW WKH VLGHV RI WKH LVOaQG.ń - BHUbHU

NaWXUe VSUiQgV back 

WKaW NLQG RI IRUcH LV QaWXUH? IV LW KaUG, LQVLVWHQW, RU VRIW aQG
\LHOGLQJ? CaQ LW bH bRWK? 

NaWXUH VSULQJV bacN ZKHQ LWłV VXSSUHVVHG. WHHGV SRNH WKURXJK
SaYHPHQWV, bLUGV PaNH QHVWV RI KXPaQ UXbbLVK, aQG aQ\ SaWcK RI
OaQG OHIW WR WKH HOHPHQWV HYHQWXaOO\ bUHaNV RXW LQ a UXVK RI
JUHHQHU\. COLPbLQJ SOaQWV caQ bH VR VWURQJ WKaW WKH\ bUHaN
WKURXJK bULcN aQG cRQcUHWH. BLUGV PaNH QHVWV RXW RI PaWHULaO
KXPaQV GLVcaUG; VHHGV IO\ ZKHUH WKH ZLQG WaNHV WKHP, aQG PLcH
VXUYLYH ZKHUHYHU. 



ŃNaWXUe jXVW WhUiYeV, iW jXVW SXVheV WhURXgh.ń - DRQagh 

AOWKRXJK SaUWLcLSaQWV aUH VaG WKaW WKH LVOaQG LV cXUUHQWO\ bHLQJ
aJJUHVVLYHO\ GHYHORSHG, WKH\łUH aOVR cRQILGHQW WKaW aW VRPH SRLQW,
WKLQJV ZLOO VHWWOH. TKH LVOaQG ZLOO KaYH UHVW aJaLQ; QaWXUH ZLOO IORZ
bacN LQ aQG GR LWV WKLQJ. 

ŃThe Qe[W VWeS ZRXOd be WhaW SeRSOe aQd Whe hXPaQ ZRUOd aOVR
UeVSRQd WR ZhaW QaWXUe iV dRiQg. FRU e[aPSOe: aOO WheVe SOaQWV
UeVSRQd WR Whe ZiQd. The\ aUe UeViOieQW, Whe\ beQd, PRYe fRUZaUd
ZiWh Whe ZiQd, bXW Whe\ NeeS WheiU SRViWiRQ. WheUeaV ZheQ Ze
VaZ a UadaU, iW ZaV jXVW WhiV iQdXVWUiaO WhiQg. IW didQłW UeVSRQd WR
Whe ZiQd, iW jXVW NeSW iWV RZQ Sace, aV if WheUe iV QR ZiQd, QR
ZRUOd, QR QRWhiQg. If Ze ZaQW WR cUeaWe Whe S\PbiRceQe, Ze
VhRXOd adaSW PRUe aQd becRPe PRUe aZaUe aQd UeVSRQd a biW aV
ZeOO.ń - GXidR

TKH JURXS H[SOaLQHG WKaW GXULQJ WKH Ga\ WKH\ KaG YLVLWHG ŃOQH
PHacHIXO WRUOGń, aQ aUWLVWVł cRORQ\ RQ WKH LVOaQG IRXQGHG b\
aUWLVWV LQ WKH 1960V. TKHUH, WKH S\PbLRcHQH LV aOLYH aQG ZHOO. TKH
cRUQHU RI RQH ZRPaQłV KRXVH Ō ZKLcK VKH bXLOW KHUVHOI Ō LV
cRYHUHG LQ JUaSHYLQHV. TKaW XVHG WR bH WKH KRWWHVW URRP LQ WKH
KRXVH, bXW QRZ LWłV WKH cRROHVW, WKaQNV WR WKH VKaGH SURYLGHG b\
WKH YLQHV. 

SRPHZKHUH HOVH, LQ a QHJOHcWHG bXLOGLQJ, a SaUWLcLSaQW RSHQHG a
ZRRGHQ GUaZHU aQG IRXQG LW IXOO RI SOaQWV. NaWXUH aOZa\V ZLQV! 





A libeUaWed iVlaQd 

AOWKRXJK WKH LVOaQG LV XQGHU SUHVVXUH IURP H[WHUQaO LQcXUVLRQV aQG
GHYHORSPHQW, QaWXUH LV VWLOO YHU\ SUHVHQW. HXPaQ VWUXcWXUHV WU\ WR
WaNH RYHU, bXW QaWXUH LV aOZa\V cRPLQJ bacN. OQH JURXS aVNHG
WKHPVHOYHV: ŃHRZ caQ ZH ILQG a baOaQcH aQG OLYH LQ V\PbLRVLV
ZLWK HacK RWKHU? AQG KRZ GR ZH JLYH WKH LVOaQG bacN WR LWVHOI?
HRZ caQ ZH aSSUHcLaWH LWV bRUGHUV?ń

TR cHOHbUaWH WKH UHVLVWaQcH PRYHPHQW RI WKH aUWLVWV OLYLQJ RQ WKH
LVOaQG, aQG WR UHcOaLP LW IURP WKH SUHVVXUHV RI GHYHORSPHQW, WKH\
GHcLGHG WR aQRLQW WKH LVOaQG aV ŁBHYULMOaQGł, RU ŁLLbHUaWHG LVOaQGł.
TKH\ PaGH a KXJH VLJQ ZLWK WKLV QaPH aQG KXQJ LW aW a PaMRU
LQWHUVHcWLRQ, VR WKaW SHRSOH LQ caUV aQG WUaPV aUULYLQJ WKURXJK a
WXQQHO RQWR WKH LVOaQG ZRXOG LPPHGLaWHO\ VHH LW. 

ŃBecaXVe Ze had VRPeRQe fURP Whe VTXaWWeU cRPPXQiW\ iQ RXU
gURXS, iW UePiQded Pe WhaW I ORQg fRU WhaW UadicaOiVP iQ P\ RZQ
Oife. I UeaOiVed IłP acWXaOO\ becRPiQg YeU\ QRUPaWiYe. IW aOVR
UePiQded Pe WhaW OiYiQg iQ a geQWOe Za\ ZiWh a gUeeQ VSace iV
PRUe iPSRUWaQW WhaQ Pa\be haYiQg cRQVWaQW eOecWUiciW\ becaXVe
\RXłUe QRW deSeQdeQW RQ VROaU SRZeU. WhaW aUe Whe chRiceV \RX
PaNe, aQd ZhaW dR \RX giYe iQ RQ WR gaiQ VRPeWhiQg eOVe?ń -
JaQQa 

PURWecWiQg QaWXUe: ŃEigeQ TeUUeiQń 

IQ WKH SSRUWKHOGHQbXXUW \RX VHH ORWV RI IHQcHV aQG VLJQV Va\LQJ
"ELJHQ THUUHLQń, (PULYaWH SURSHUW\), a SKUaVH XVHG LQ WKH
NHWKHUOaQGV b\ OaQG RZQHUV WR VKRZ WKaW RWKHUV aUH QRW aOORZHG
WR HQWHU. 





AQd \eW Ze YaOXe hXPaQ OLYeV, aQd eQWeUSULVe, aQd SURSeUW\. SR
WhLV gURXS had Whe Ldea WR PaNe OLWWOe VLgQV Va\LQg ŃELgeQ
TeUUeLQń, bXW fRU QaWXUe. OQ Whe OaVW da\, aOO SaUWLcLSaQWV ZeUe
gLYeQ haQdfXOV Rf WheVe VLgQV aQd eQcRXUaged WR VWLcN WheP LQWR
SaWcheV Rf gUeeQeU\ WhaW Whe\ WhRXghW VhRXOd be SURWecWed. B\ Whe
eQd Rf Whe afWeUQRRQ, Whe LVOaQd ZaV cRYeUed LQ WheP: OLWWOe
SaWcheV Rf ZeedV aQd gUeeQeU\ ZeUe QRZ SURXdO\ SURWecWed ZLWh
aQ ŃELgeQ TeUUeLQń VLgQ.  

WiOdeUQeVV aQd chaRV YeUVXV RUdeU aQd deYeORSPeQW 

Each cXOWXUe haV LWV RZQ Ldea Rf QaWXUe, ZhLch LV RfWeQ fRUPed b\
Whe OaQdVcaSe WhaW cXOWXUe LV URRWed LQ.

OQe SaUWLcLSaQW fURP IUaQ WaONed abRXW Whe YaVW e[SaQVe Rf
ZLOdeUQeVV Vhe gUeZ XS LQ, VSeQdLQg heU WLPe RXWVLde, PaNLQg
fLUeV LQ Whe PRXQWaLQV aQd cRRNLQg fRRd RYeU LW. She ZaV
VXUSULVed aQd dLVaSSRLQWed ZheQ Vhe caPe WR Whe NeWheUOaQdV
aQd eQcRXQWeUed aOO NLQdV Rf UXOeV aURXQd ZhaW \RX caQ aQd
caQłW dR LQ SXbOLc VSace. FLUeV aUe baQQed, SULYaWe SURSeUW\ LV
VacURVaQcW, eYeU\ bLW Rf OaQd LV cOeaQed XS aQd VcUXbbed aQd
RUdeUed. 

ThaWłV SaUWO\ becaXVe Whe NeWheUOaQdV LV VR deQVeO\ SRSXOaWed,
aQd dReVQłW haYe YaVW WUacWV Rf ZLOdeUQeVV WhaW aUe fRXQd LQ IUaQ
aQd RWheU OaUgeU, OeVV SRSXOaWed QaWLRQV. MRVW Rf Whe QaWXUaO
OaQdVcaSe LQ Whe NeWheUOaQdV haV beeQ cXOWLYaWed RU SOaQWed.
EYeQ LQ Whe DXWch cRXQWU\VLde, eYeU\ SaWch Rf OaQd haV beeQ
WRXched, PaQLSXOaWed RU affecWed b\ hXPaQV. WeedV aUe SXOOed,
bXVheV aQd WUeeV aUe WULPPed; aOPRVW QRWhLQg LV OefW WR gURZ ZLOd. 



ThaWłV aQRWheU UeaVRQ Zh\ eYeU\ VcUaS Rf QaWXUe QeedV WR be
SURWecWed, aV ZLWh aQ ŃELgeQ TeUUeLQń VLgQ Ō ZhLch PLghW
hRSefXOO\ eQgeQdeU PRUe UeVSecW fRU VcUaSS\, XQWLd\ ZLOdeUQeVV
UaWheU WhaQ a QeaWO\ WULPPed YeUVLRQ Rf QaWXUe. 

ŃIQ IUaQ, iW ZaV Ueall\ fUee WR be RXWVide aQd fUee WR make fiUe
aQ\ZheUe Ze liked. BXW QRW heUe Ō heUe WheUełV lRWV Rf UXleV.ń -
SahaU

ŃA SUagmaWic QihiliVm eYeQ VSUeadV WR Whe mXlWiWXdeV Rf XUbaQ
deVeUWV all RYeU Whe NeWheUlaQdV, ZheUe gaUdeQV aUe SaYed RYeU,
jXVW fRU Velf-ceQWUed cRQYeQieQce aQd cRQVWiSaWed cleaQliQeVV. ThaW
WhiV "gaUdeQ" ZaV Whe hRme aQd fRUagiQg gURXQdV fRU maQ\
fellRZ cUeaWXUeV dReVQ'W eYeQ aSSeaU iQ maQ\ SeRSle'V miQdV.ń -
RRgeU

The beaXW\ Rf deca\ 

AOWhRXgh Ze RfWeQ aVVRcLaWe QaWXUaO beaXW\ ZLWh gURZWh Ō gUeeQ
OeaYeV aQd VSURXWLQg SOaQWV, fRU e[aPSOe Ō LWV QaWXUaO aVVRcLaWe
LV deca\. NaWXUe ZRUNV LQ c\cOeV; eYeU\WhLQg WhaW gURZV PXVW aOVR
deca\. LeaYeV PXOch dRZQ LQWR cRPSRVW, QeceVVaU\ fRU Whe Qe[W
c\cOe Rf gURZWh. 

BXW deYeORSPeQW UaUeO\ aSSUecLaWeV WhLV. AQd RfWeQ, SaUWLcXOaUO\ LQ
Whe NeWheUOaQdV, bXW aOVR aOO acURVV Whe ZRUOd, Whe aeVWheWLc Rf
deca\ LV dLVdaLQed. HRZ cRXOd Ze UeOeaUQ WR aSSUecLaWe QaWXUaO
deca\, Rf Whe RUgaQLVed chaRV Rf QaWXUe? 



ŃWh\ caQ'W Whe QaWXUal ZeaU-aQd-WeaU aQd deca\ be acceSWed aV
a facW Rf Wime aQd beiQg? SRme Rf Whe gUeaWeVW beaXW\ lieV iQ
deca\... Whe miQimXm ZRXld be WR SUeVeUYe Whe Wime-giYeQ
beaXW\. MaQ\ SeRSle haYe a QegaWiYe YieZ Rf Whe imSURYiVed...
Whe\ WhiQk all haV WR VhiQe iQ WR[ic QeZQeVV, RUdeUed VRXlleVV aQd
XQifRUm XgliQeVV... QaWXUe bRXQd b\ meWal UiQgV aQd cRQcUeWe
VlabV, chlRUiQe- VcUXbbed SaYemeQWV! NR!ń - RRgeU

2. CURVViQg bRXQdaUieV 

SZiQgiQg RYeU bRUdeUV

BeLQg RQ aQ LVOaQd PeaQV fLUVW PaNLQg a cURVVLQg. OQe PXVW
WUaYeUVe Whe Vea, eLWheU b\ feUU\ RU WUaP, RU b\ gRLQg RYeU a
bULdge. A WUaQVLWLRQ haSSeQV: fLUVW \RX ZeUe RQ Whe PaLQOaQd,
aQd QRZ \RX aUe RQ aQ LVOaQd. WhaW dReV WhaW VhLfW feeO OLNe? 

YRX PLghW be fRUgLYeQ fRU QRW QRWLcLQg WhaW \RXłUe RQ aQ LVOaQd aW
aOO. ZeebXUgeUeLOaQd caQ feeO OLNe LWłV SaUW Rf Whe cLW\, cRQQecWed
aV LW LV b\ WUaPOLQeV, WXQQeOV aQd URadV. AUULYLQg b\ WUaP, \RXłUe
dXQNed XQdeUgURXQd LQ a WXQQeO befRUe beLQg VSaW RXW RQ Whe
LVOaQd Ō VR \RX caQ be XQaZaUe WhaW \RXłYe MXVW cURVVed Whe
Vea. IQ APVWeUdaP, Whe cLW\ LV fXOO Rf bULdgeV RYeU ZaWeUZa\V,
aQd \RX PLghW QRW QRWLce WhaW \RXłYe aUULYed RQ aQ LVOaQd UaWheU
WhaQ MXVW Whe RWheU VLde Rf a ULYeU RU caQaO. 





ŃOddl\ eQRXgh I had QeYeU befRUe WhRXghW Rf Whe iVlaQd aV a
SURSeU iVlaQd, ZiWh a cleaUl\ defiQed edge ZheUe iW meW Whe ZaWeU.
ThaWłV chaQged QRZ. I caQ bRWh Vee aQd feel WhaW iWłV aQ iVlaQd.
ThaW giYeV iW a mRUe defiQed aQd iQdeSeQdeQW chaUacWeU ZiWh iWV
RZQ VWRU\. 

IW alVR meaQV WhaW all Whe diffeUeQW life-fRUmV aQd lifeVW\leV aUe mRUe
cleaUl\ cRQWaiQed aQd belRQg WRgeWheU. AQ iVlaQd haV URmaQce
WRR. Ma\be WhiV cRmeV fURm Whe idea WhaW iWłV beeQ cXW Rff fURm Whe
cRmfRUWable maiQlaQd aQd haV had WR maQage RQ iWV RZQ ZiWh Whe
UeVRXUceV aYailable.ń - PhiliSSa

WhaWłV PRUe, Ze RfWeQ WhLQN Rf LVOaQdV aV Whe edge Rf VRcLeW\:
Whe\ aUe b\ defLQLWLRQ VeSaUaWe, aQd WhLQgV Qeed WR be
LQWeQWLRQaOO\ WUaQVSRUWed WR WheP. ZeebXUgeUeLOaQd LV a PaQPade
LVOaQd, bXW LW haV gRQe WhURXgh PaQ\ eYROXWLRQV aQd ShaVeV LQ LWV
VhRUW e[LVWeQce. 

PeUhaSV becaXVe Rf WhRVe eYROXWLRQV, aQd becaXVe LW LV aQ LVOaQd,
ZeebXUgeUeLOaQd LWVeOf LV Pade XS Rf YeU\ dLffeUeQW
QeLghbRXUhRRdV, each aQ LVOaQd XQWR LWVeOf. TheUełV Whe ŁfULQgeł
aUWLVW cRPPXQLW\ aQd Whe VeOf-bXLOW hRPeV aQd aWeOLeUV WhaW VSUaQg
XS aURXQd LW. TheUełV Whe hRUVeV, YeVWLgeV Rf a WLPe ZheQ Whe
LVOaQd ZaV hRPe WR feZeU hXPaQV aQd PRUe aQLPaOV. TheUełV Whe
VWXdeQW hRXVLQg, WePSRUaU\ ZRRdeQ VWUXcWXUeV VXUURXQded b\
RYeUgURZQ gUeeQeU\, ZLWh chLcNeQV SecNLQg aURXQd. AQd WheQ
WheUełV Whe QeZ aSaUWPeQW bXLOdLQgV WhaW aUe VSULQgLQg XS LQ Whe
SSRUWheOdeQbXXUW, Qe[W WR Whe VOLcN aUchLWecW-deVLgQed hRPeV RQ
Whe ZXLdeU]eeZeg VLde Rf Whe LVOaQd.





AlWhoXgh Whe commXniWieV in Vome of WheVe aUeaV aUe YeU\ WighW
and cloVe, Whe\ baUel\ commXnicaWe oU inWeUacW ZiWh WhoVe oXWVide
of Whem. TheUe aUe noW man\ linkageV beWZeen Whe diVpeUVe paUWV
of Whe iVland. PeUhapV each of Whem haYe moUe linkageV ZiWh Whe
oXWVide ZoUld, and Whe UeVW of AmVWeUdam, Whan Whe\ do ZiWh each
oWheU. And \eW Whe\ all co-habiW WhiV Vmall iVland WogeWheU. HoZ
mighW Whe\ be bUoXghW WogeWheU? Who Zill be bUaYe enoXgh Wo
cUoVV Whe fUonWieUV Wo make conWacW ZiWh Whe oWheU Vide?

DXUing Whe WhUee-da\ Vchool, VeYeUal diffeUenW ŁW\peVł of iVland
UeVidenWV came WogeWheU and meW each oWheU foU Whe fiUVW Wime, eYen
WhoXgh Whe\ onl\ liYe a feZ do]en meWUeV aZa\ fUom each oWheU.

ŃThe three da\s made a connection betZeen people Zho actuall\
onl\ live 25 metres aZa\ from one another, Zho seem to live Zith
similar values and Zho are facing a similar challenge: a forced
re-housing. The\ evidentl\ needed something to discover all of
that Ō a catal\ser.ń - Guido

WhaW mighW V\mboliVe cUoVVing a boXndaU\? A bUidge, Vome foUm
of flighW, oUĽ a VZing?

One gUoXp choVe Wo make a collecWion of VZingV Wo V\mboliVe Whe
cUoVVing of boXndaUieV. A VZing moYeV beWZeen WZo aUeaV, a
d\namic pendXlXm VhifWing beWZeen Whe WZo. 





And becaXVe Whe aVVignmenW ZaV WhaW Whe\ had Wo giYe VomeWhing
back Wo naWXUe, Whe\ had Whe bUighW idea of aWWaching a poW of
VeedV Wo Whe VZing, Vo WhaW Whe\ ZoXld VcaWWeU aV iW ZenW back and
foUWh. The\ aWWached one VZing oYeU a fence b\ Whe VWXdenW
hoXVing, WhaW liWeUall\ cUoVVed beWZeen Zild gUeeneU\ and Whe
ZalkZa\. And, moVW ambiWioXVl\, Whe\ alVo affi[ed a mega VZing
Wo Whe bUidge beWZeen WZo enoUmoXV ViloV in Whe SpoUWheldenbXXUW.
The ViloV haYe long been oXW of XVe, and loom UaWheU menacingl\
oYeU Whe SpoUWheldenbXXUW, jX[WapoVing Whe indXVWUial ZiWh Whe
UeVidenWial. 

One of Whe gUoXp Vcaled a laddeU on one of Whe ViloV, and When
looped an enoUmoXV lengWh of Uope fUom Whe Wop. OWheUV had
made Whe VeaW of Whe VZing fUom a bUoad Vlab of Zood ValYaged
fUom Whe iVland. AlmoVW immediaWel\ afWeU Whe\ had VeW iW Xp,
VchoolchildUen Uan Wo haYe a go. When Ze finiVhed aW Whe VZing
afWeU oXU ciUcXiW of Whe iVland, Ze foXnd Whem qXeXing Xp Wo ViW in
paiUV on Whe VZing. IW ZaV a UemindeU of hoZ impoUWanW pla\ iV,
hoZ almoVW eYeU\one loYeV VZinging Ō Whe feeling of
ZeighWleVVneVV, fUee of gUaYiW\! Ō and hoZ Ze can cUeaWe Whe ciW\
oXUVelYeV.  

ŃAs for the outcome of the three da\s, I Zas e[tremel\ happ\ Zith
the huge sZing, Zhich Ō apart from the great stor\ behind it Ō
is a fantastic e[ample of a Łsocial protot\peł; the makers had
barel\ finished putting it up before it Zas alread\ being used.ń -
Guido  





3. CRPPXQicaWiRQ

If QaWXUe cRXOd VSeaN, ZhaW ZRXOd iW WeOO XV?

WełUe ofWen Vo caXghW Xp in oXU hXman ZoUld WhaW Ze UaUel\ VloZ
doZn and WU\ Wo WXne inWo oWheU fUeTXencieV. We heaU Whe Zind
bloZing, bXW aUe fUeTXenWl\ anno\ed b\ iW; VomeWimeV Ze liVWen Wo
Whe biUdV Vinging, bXW UaUel\ VWop Wo Whink aboXW ZhaW Whe\ mighW
be WU\ing Wo commXnicaWe. We VZaW aZa\ ZaVpV and beeV aV
Whe\ bX]] neaU XV. BXW ZhaW if Ze VWopped Wo liVWen Wo ZhaW Whe\
haYe Wo Va\? WhaW VWoUieV Whe\ haYe Wo Well, ZhaW meVVageV Whe\
haYe foU XV and Whe UeVW of mankind? 

We imagine oXUVelYeV Wo be Whe cenWUe of Whe XniYeUVe, Whe kingV
of Whe eaUWh. In WhiV anWhUopocenWUic YiVion, naWXUe iV jXVW a mXWe
backdUop, Whe backgUoXnd VceneU\ foU hXman acWiYiW\. 

Ma\be in Whe fXWXUe, WhiV Zill finall\ be UeYeUVed, and naWXUe Zill
dominaWe again. OU: Ze finall\ VWaUW Wo liYe V\mbioWicall\ ZiWh
naWXUe, liVWening cloVel\ Wo ZhaW iW haV Wo Well XV. 

HoZ can Ze leaUn Wo liVWen and Uead Whe animalV, Whe planWV? HoZ
mighW Ze XndeUVWand WheiU conVcioXVneVV, hoZ Whe\ peUceiYe Whe
ZoUld and eYeU\Whing Whe\ e[peUience? We haYe comple[
algoUiWhmV and machineV Wo bUeak Whe haUdeVW of codeV, Vo hoZ
come Ze VWill haYenłW decoded naWXUe? 



One gUoXp deYiVed fXWXUiVWic commXnicaWion deYiceV foU WhiV
VpecXlaWiYe fXWXUe, imagining WhaW ZiWh WheiU XVe Ze mighW be
able Wo decipheU ZhaW Whe gUaVVeV, Whe hoUVeV, Whe inVecWV aUe
Welling XV. LiWWle XnUipe figV became ŁeaUbXdVł; WZo ciUcXlaU
blockV of Zood joined b\ VaplingV became eaUphoneV; and a
ZUeaWh of pine WZigV, leaYeV and UoVemaU\ all became
eaUphoneV WhaW helped XV WXne inWo hiWheUWo XnheaUd fUeTXencieV.

NaWXUe iV aOUead\ cRPPXQicaWiQg ZiWh XV 

On Whe fiUVW da\, Whe gUoXpV ZenW oXW Wo VeaUch foU VomeWhing
Whe\ ZeUe ŁfaVcinaWedł b\ on Whe iVland. One gUoXp began
Walking aboXW non-YeUbal commXnicaWion in naWXUe. Like Zhen a
dog peeV VomeZheUe, and leaYeV, and anoWheU dog comeV
along laWeU, WakeV a Vniff, and peeV WheUe in WXUn. The\łUe
maUking WheiU WeUUiWoU\, bXW Whe\łUe alVo commXnicaWing ZiWh one
anoWheU. 

ThaW made Whem Whink of hoZ naWXUe VeemV Wo commXnicaWe ZiWh
XV, WhUoXgh planWV. FoU e[ample, planWain oU dock leaYeV alZa\V
gUoZ neaU VWinging neWWleV. The neWWleV can hXUW XV, bXW Whe
VolXWion iV neaUb\: jXVW UXb Vome planWain oU dock leaYeV on Whe
Ued bXmpV, and Whe pain iV gone. ThaWłV a beaXWifXl meWaphoU
foU hoZ naWXUe fXncWionV: foU eYeU\ pUoblem WheUełV a VolXWion
neaUb\ - jXVW like WhiV iVland. We haYe pUoblemV and conflicWV bXW
ma\be a VolXWion iV neaUb\. 

 





ŃOXU gURXS WhRXghW Rf a UiWXal Ze cRXld VhaUe aW Whe gURXS
caPSfiUe. I YRlXQWeeUed WR be VWXQg, aQd WheQ VRPeRQe elVe iQ Whe
gURXS ZRXld cRPe RffeUiQg Whe VRlXWiRQ. I dRQłW PiQd XQdeUgRiQg
VRPe SaiQ; a UiWXal haV WR iQYRlYe a biW Rf SaiQ! IWłV caWhaUViV!
GURXS bRQdiQg! A liPiQal e[SeUieQce!ń - JXaQ 

If \RX cRXOd aVN Whe iVOaQd VRPeWhiQg, ZhaW ZRXOd \RX aVN? 

We aVked VeYeUal of Whe paUWicipanWV ZhaW Whe\ ZoXld Va\ Wo Whe
iVland if Whe\ coXld haYe a conYeUVaWion ZiWh iW.

ŃIV iW Rka\, Whe Za\ WhiQgV aUe gRiQg? IV WhiV iW? IV WhiV ZheUe Ze aUe
gRiQg?ń - Ma[iP

ŃHRZ dReV iW feel abRXW all Rf WhiV deYelRSPeQW haSSeQiQg? AlVR:
hRZ did iW feel iQ Whe SaVW, ZhaW ZaV \RXU faYRXUiWe chaSWeU Rf
beiQg Whe iVlaQd? AQd dR \RX ZaQW all Rf WhiV? WhaW SaUW Rf Whe
iVlaQd feelV PRVW healWh\ fRU \RX? WheUe dR \RX feel PRVW aXWheQWic
aV \RX, Whe iVlaQd? WhaW SaUW UeSUeVeQWV \RX Whe PRVW? I ZRXld
lRYe WR aVk Whe iVlaQd abRXW Whe SaVW.ń - JaQa 

ŃI ZRXld aVk hRZ iW feelV . BecaXVe I Vee Whe iVlaQd aV a calP Slace
ZheUe \RX caQ Uela[. BXW Pa\be iW dReVQłW feel WhaW Za\. Ma\be iW
dReVQłW feel WhaW Za\.ń - GeQeViV 

ŃWhaW caQ Ze dR fRU \RX? SR WhaW \RX VXUYiYe lRQgeU. Wełll die
eYeQWXall\, bXW ZhaW caQ Ze dR fRU \RX VR WhaW \RXłUe aURXQd fRU
Whe Qe[W geQeUaWiRQ, RXU childUeQ, RXU gUaQdchildUeQ? ThaQk \RX,
\RX'Ue VR gRRd fRU RXU healWh. We Ueall\ eQjR\ \RX. We geW WaVW\
fRRd fURP \RX. I ZiVh \RX all Whe beVW.ń - SahaU 





"WKaW GR \RX QHHG? TKH WKLQJ LV, LW'V a bLW OLNH, ŃI VHH \RXń LV
PLVVLQJ LQ WKH UHOaWLRQVKLS bHWZHHQ XV aQG WKH QaWXUH, WKH LVOaQG. I
GRQ'W NQRZ ZKLcK cXOWXUH LW LV, bXW WKHUH LV a cXOWXUH LQ ZKLcK UaWKHU
WKaQ Va\LQJ ŁKHOORł, WKH\ Va\ ŁI VHH \RXł, ZKLcK LV UHaOO\ LPSRUWaQW
IRU KXPaQ bHLQJV. I WKLQN LWłV UHaOO\ LPSRUWaQW IRU QaWXUH aQG IRU
KXPaQ bHLQJV WKaW ZH VHH LW aQG aUH aZaUH RI LW. EYHQ ZKHQ \RX
aOPRVW caQłW KHaU LW LQ bHWZHHQ WKH VRXQGV WKaW ZH aUH SURGXcLQJ.ń -
GXLGR

DR \RX haYe VRPeWhLQg WR WeOO Whe LVOaQd?

ŃI GRQłW WKLQN VR acWXaOO\. I GRQłW WKLQN I KaYH VR PaQ\ WR Va\. I WKLQN
WKH LVOaQG NQRZV HQRXJK LWVHOI.ń - Ma[LP

ŃIłG OLNH WR Va\ VRUU\. AQG Va\ WKaW IłG OLNH WR SXW P\VHOI IRUZaUG IRU
WKH PaLQWHQaQcH RI WKH ZLOG RQ WKH LVOaQG. YRX IHHO WKH WUaQVSRUW
aUWHULHV aQG WXQQHOV WKaW aUH bHLQJ bRUHG WKURXJK WKH LVOaQG, aOO WKH
caUV WKaW aUH bHLQJ SXVKHG WKURXJK LW. AQG aOO WKRVH cUaQHV aQG
cRQcUHWH. IW'V MXVW a ORW.ń - BHUbHU

"I ZRXOG OLNH WR PaNH VXUH WKaW LW NQRZV KRZ PXcK LW PHaQV WR
SHRSOH. AQG aOVR Va\ WKaQN \RX IRU bHLQJ P\ KRPH IRU WZR \HaUV
QRZ aQG IRU JLYLQJ PH aOO WKHVH LGHaV aQG LQVSLUaWLRQ aQG SHRSOH
aQG RSSRUWXQLWLHV. I IHHO OLNH LWłV VXcK a VSHcLaO SOacH aQG WKLV ZLOO
aOZa\V bH VXcK a bLJ SaUW RI P\ OLIH. LLNH a WXUQLQJ SRLQW acWXaOO\, LQ
a ORW RI Za\V. AQG L ZLOO bH IRUHYHU JUaWHIXO WR KaYH bHHQ SaUW RI WKLV
LVOaQG VWRU\, ZKHWKHU ZH KaYH WR OHaYH RU QRW. ELWKHU Za\, LWłV WaNHQ
XS a ORW RI VSacH LQ P\ OLIH aQG KaV bHHQ YHU\ LPSRUWaQW.ń - JaQa

ŃI ZRXOG WHOO LW WKaW IłP KaSS\ WR bH KHUH, LWłV a UHaOO\ GLIIHUHQW YLbH
IURP HOVHZKHUH. IłP HQMR\LQJ LW KHUH. TKaQN \RX VR PXcK.ń - GHQHVLV



BaOaQce beWZeeQ hXPaQV aQd QaWXUe

On Whe firVW da\, Ze Zere Wold Wo find a place Ze felW comforWable
in, and Wo la\ doZn and liVWen. We VWa\ed l\ing for fifWeen
minXWeV, Vinking inWo oXr enYironmenW, liVWening Wo ZhaW Ze coXld
hear. When Ze came back, Ze recorded ZhaW Ze had
e[perienced, in We[W, imageV, and eYen biWV of graVV and floZerV
Ze had foXnd Zhere Ze Zere l\ing doZn. 

TXQLQg LQWR RXU VXUURXQdLQgV
 
On Whe Vecond da\, Ze VWarWed ZiWh a claVVic ŃWrXVWń e[erciVe:
cloVing oXr e\eV and leWWing oXrVelYeV be led b\ Vomeone elVe.
BXW in WhiV caVe, alWhoXgh Ze e[plored oXr relaWionVhip Wo WrXVW
and hoZ mXch Ze WrXVWed oXr parWner ZiWh oXr VafeW\ aV Ze
Zalked along Whe paYemenW, iW ZaV alVo aboXW WXning inWo Whe
iVland, rel\ing on VenVeV oWher Whan VighW. We coXld Vmell Whe Vea
aV Ze approached, eYen WhoXgh Ze didnłW knoZ Zhere Ze Zere.
We coXld hear Whe gXllV, Whe boaWV on Whe ZaWer. We felW Whe Za\
Whe groXnd ZaV XneYen Xnder oXr feeW, hoZ Ze VWepped onWo
VomeWhing and felW Whe Zind in oXr hair.

ŃSRXQG RI caUV RQ a KLJKZa\ OLNH a KHaUWbHaW.ń  [IURP a VOLGH
VRPHRQH ZURWH aIWHU WKH ILUVW H[HUcLVH]

ŃWH ZRQGHU ZK\ ZHłUH QRW WaNLQJ caUH, ZK\ ZHłUH QRW LQ
RQHQHVV ZLWK QaWXUH. WKHQ ZHłUH QRW HYHQ aZaUH RI RQHQHVV
bHWZHHQ HacK RWKHU.ń



ŃI HQMR\HG WKH VRXQG RI WKH VHa. I IHOW SHacHIXO ZKHQ I KHaUG LW. I
WKRXJKW a cRXSOH RI PLQXWHV aJR WKaW I ZaV VXUURXQGHG b\
PRXQWaLQV.ń

ŃPHRSOH PaNH WKLQJV WKaW WKH\ GRQ'W XQGHUVWaQG.ń

ŃTKHUH aUH PaQ\ QRLVHV aQG IHHOLQJV aURXQG. FURP bLUGV VLQJLQJ WR
ZaYHV VPacNLQJ aQG VXcNLQJ aJaLQVW WKH VKRUH. OXU caUV UROOLQJ
WKHLU Za\ WR bULQJ KXPaQV WR WKHLU GHVWLQaWLRQV, IROORZHG b\ bRaWV
VaLOLQJ b\ aQG cUHaWLQJ QHZ ZaYHV ZLWKLQ WKH ZaWHU aURXQG PH. TKH
aWWHQWLRQ JRHV IURP WKH RXWVLGH WR WKH LQVLGH. HRZ GRHV P\ bRG\ IHHO
RQ WKH KaUG KXPaQ-PaGH IORRU? IVQłW LW a bLW SaLQIXO aQG KaUG WR OLH
GRZQ? AW WKH VaPH WLPH I IHHO WKH VXQ aQG WKH ZLQG RQ P\ bRG\,
JLYLQJ PH a ORW RI HQHUJ\ aQG WaNLQJ aZa\ WKH SaLQ ZLWK HYHU\ RWKHU
bUHaWK I WaNH. TKH QRQ-bHORQJLQJ VRXQGV aQG IHHOLQJV, VWaUW WR QRZ
KaG aOO WKHLU WLPH, a VHcRQG RI aZaUHQHVV. NRZ WKH\ VHHP WR
bHcRPH aOO SaUW RI RXU V\PSKRQ\, VORZO\ PaUcKLQJ WRJHWKHU.
CRPSHQVaWLQJ HacK RWKHU. BHcRPH RQH. CUHaWH VRPHWKLQJ. TKH
bUHaWKLQJ cRQWLQXHV ZKLOH WKH VRXQGV aQG IHHOLQJV SaVV b\. AOPRVW
OLNH WKH ZaYHV aURXQG PH. I KHaU WKHP. I IROORZ WKHP. I ORYH WKHP.
TKH UK\WKP RI QaWXUH LQ WKH PLGGOH RI a VWRQH bULGJH LQ APVWHUGaP.
SRPHZKHUH b\ ZaWHU aQG QaWXUH LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH cLW\.ń

IW ZaV noWiceable WhaW iW ZaV difficXlW Wo find a place on Whe iVland
Zhere \oX coXldnłW hear an\ hXman VoXndV. B\ Whe Vea, Ze coXld
hear Whe Wanker boaWV aV Whe\ ZenW paVW, loXder Whan Whe Whe birdV.
ElVeZhere, Whe WZeeWing of birdV ZaV VoXndWracked b\ carV and
mopedV ]ooming paVW, or children Vhrieking. We co-e[iVW ZiWh
naWXre, bXW VomeWimeV Ze droZn iW oXW.

 



One groXp decided Wo make a VoXndVcape Wo alloZ people Wo
mi[ WheVe VoXndV and deWermine Zhich oneV Whe\ ZanWed Wo ]one
in on. ElVe, a VoXnd arWiVW Waped eighW WrackV aW differenW placeV
and VeW Whem Xp in an app ZiWh VlideV. LiVWenerV coXld decide
hoZ high Whe\ ZanWed each of Whem in Whe mi[; Whe\ coXld jXVW
liVWen Wo one, or all eighW aW once, aW Yar\ing YolXmeV. We heard
ZhaW oXr enYironmenW ofWen VoXndV like: hXman VoXndV ZiWh
naWXre aV a backdrop Ō and e[perienced hoZ calming and
refreVhing iW ZaV Wo jXVW liVWen Wo Whe Zind, Whe birdV, or Whe Vea. 

4. CRQQecWLRQ 

BRQded WR QaWXUe fRUeYeU 

HaYe \oX eYer had a Vpecial relaWionVhip ZiWh a parWicXlar Wree,
or a lake Zhere \oX alZa\V go VZimming? Ma\be \oX haYe a
Łhapp\ placeł Zhere \oX YiViW, in realiW\ or in \oXr mind, Zhen
\oX feel Wired, VWreVVed, or in need of noXriVhmenW. 

ŃI IHHO OLNH I QHYHU KaYH HQRXJK RI QaWXUH. II IłP LQ WKH cLW\ RU LQ a
caIH RU VRPHWKLQJ, I RIWHQ WKLQN: ŁUJK, IłYH KaG HQRXJK RI WKLV,
IłP JRLQJ WR JR VRPHZKHUH HOVHł. WKHUHaV LQ QaWXUH WKaW GRHVQłW
KaSSHQ. IW'V QHYHU HQRXJK. IWłV QHYHU not ULJKW. IWłV aOZa\V
cRPSOHWHO\ SHUIHcW. BHcaXVH WKHUHłV QRWKLQJ LQ bHWZHHQ PH aQG
LW. TKH caOPQHVV LW JLYHV PH LV UHaOO\ VSHcLaOĽ I KaYH a YHU\
VWURQJ HPRWLRQaO cRQQHcWLRQ WR WKLV LVOaQG. IWłV OLNH a IaPLO\
PHPbHU.ń - JaQa 





WhaW if Ze cRXOd ŁZedł SeRSOe WR aQ eOePeQW Rf Whe iVOaQd, VR
WhaW Whe\ ZRXOd be fRUeYeU bRQded? WhaW if \RX cRXOd PaUU\ a
WUee, a bUidge, Whe ZiQd? 

ThaW ZaV Whe idea behiQd ŃLRYe IVOaQdń, a bOiQd daWe VhRZ
deYiVed b\ RQe gURXS fRU WheiU fiQaO SUeVeQWaWiRQ, ZiWh a hiQW Rf
cheeN\ fXQ. OQe bUaYe YROXQWeeU ZaV iQYiWed WR ViW iQ a chaiU
aQd be bOiQdfROded, befRUe Whe fRXU eOePeQWV Rf Whe iVOaQd ZeUe
iQYiWed RQWR Whe VWage behiQd heU. 

CaQ \RX gXeVV Whe fRXU eOePeQWV fURP WheiU idea Rf a SeUfecW fiUVW
daWe?

A) ŃI ZiOO cRPfRUW aQd QXUWXUe \RXń
B) A VQacN aW a SOace \RX ZaQW WR gR
C) A ZaON iQ Whe SaUN
D) A ORQg dUiYe aORQg Whe ZaWeU

WhaW abRXW WheiU idea Rf a SeUVRQaO heOO? 

A) PROOXWiRQ
B) TRXUiVWV aQd SeRSOe ZhR Sa\ ZiWh caVh
C) PeRSOe ZhR cXW Pe Rff dXUiQg P\ deYeORSPeQW 
D) PeRSOe cRPiQg fURP aOO VideV aQd I dRQłW NQRZ ZhR WR Sa\
aWWeQWiRQ WR 



SR, ZhR ZeUe Whe\? 
A: SRiO
B: EibXUgh SQacNV (a VQacNbaU)
C: HRgZeed (beUeQNOaXZ)
D: The Ued bUidge RQ ZeebXUgeUeiOaQd 

BaVed RQ Whe aQVZeUV, Whe YROXQWeeU chRVe Whe bUidge, aQd ZaV
Zedded WR iW iQ a VSeciaO ceUePRQ\. The RfficiaQW Vaid: 

ŃAs in an\ good partnership, friendship, or marriage, \ou must
take care of each other. In the good times, but also in the bad
ones. Because \our surYiYal as a species depends on \our
cooperation. So, eYer\ time \ou see a bridge around the island,
\ou should make sure its structure is going Zell, itłs clean and
accessible for eYer\one. And in return, the bridge Zill bring \ou
connectiYit\. It Zill bring neZ people from other places. And it Zill
call \ou to get out there, gather knoZledge, and come back to the
island. So I declare \ou and the bridges of the island bonded
foreYer.ń - Juan 

AfWeU Whe ceUePRQ\, aOO Whe SaUWiciSaQWV aQd YiViWRUV ZeUe WheQ
aVNed WR WhiQN bacN WR WheiU e[SeUieQceV RQ Whe iVOaQd Whe SaVW
WhUee da\V aQd eYeU\WhiQg Whe\ YiViWed aQd e[SeUieQced. The\
ZeUe aVNed WR WhiQN abRXW SaUW Rf Whe iVOaQd WhaW Whe\ feOW cORVeVW
WR, aQd PRVW eQaPRXUed ZiWh: a SaUW Whe\ ZaQWed WR Zed.   

TheQ, Whe\ ZeUe giYeQ a Siece Rf VWUiQg WhaW ZaV ZUaSSed aURXQd
WheiU ZUiVW aQd Wied WR UeSUeVeQW WheiU bRQd ZiWh WhiV SaUW Rf Whe
iVOaQd. 





Whatłs your relationship to nature?

IQ ŁLRYe IVOaQdł, Ze iPagiQed SaUWV Rf Whe iVOaQd aV a ORYeU RU
URPaQWic SaUWQeU: VRPeRQe \RX cRXOd PaUU\. BXW hRZ dR Ze
XVXaOO\ UeOaWe WR QaWXUe? IV iW OiNe a ORYeU, RU iV iW PRUe OiNe a
fUieQd? PeUhaSV iW feeOV OiNe a SaUeQW. OU SeUhaSV Ze feeO RXW Rf
WRXch ZiWh iW aQd bRUed b\ iW, aQd Vee iW aV a diVWaQW aXQW. 

MaQ\ SaUWiciSaQWV Vaid Whe\ VaZ QaWXUe aV a faPiO\ PePbeU.
The\ feOW ORYe fRU iW aQd feOW WhaW iW ZaV VWURQgO\ faPiOiaU. The\ feOW
caUed fRU b\ iW, aQd ZaQWed WR caUe fRU iW. OQe Vaid WhaW Whe
eQYiURQPeQW iV VRPeWiPeV UeSUeVeQWed aV beiQg OiNe a
gUaQdSaUeQW, aOWhRXgh WhaW VeePed iQaccXUaWe aQd XQfaiU Ō

ŃSomeone \ou should respect and loYe just because \oułre of it.
It can be represented as something Yer\ fudd\-dudd\ and a bit
old-school. An archaic entit\ that isnłt up to date. But thatłs not
true reall\, itłs constantl\ eYolYingĽ it innoYates inherentl\ on its
oZn.ń

MaQ\ Rf Whe SaUWiciSaQWV Vaid Whe\ feOW haSSieU aQd PRUe aW
Seace iQ QaWXUe WhaQ iQ XUbaQ RU iQdRRU eQYiURQPeQWV. OWheUV
feOW WhaW Whe\ ZaQWed WR be cORVeU WR iW, bXW OiYed iQ ciWieV aQd
ZRXOd cRQWiQXe WR dR VR, aQd VR feOW WhaW Whe\ OiYed VRPeZhaW aW
a diVWaQce fURP QaWXUe. DXUiQg Whe WhUee-da\ ZRUNVhRS Whe\ feOW
Whe\ had becRPe cORVeU WR iW aQd feOW UefUeVhed fURP haYiQg OiYed
RXWVide fRU VeYeUaO da\V.

ŃSometimes I get tired of the cit\. When \ou come from a place
like Curacao Zhere therełs alZa\s nature around \ou, then it
gets old and boring to alZa\s be in the cit\.ń - Genesis





ŃIQ Whe NeWheUOaQdV I haYe OeVV WiPe RXWVide. I fiQd iW a VhaPe WhaW
Ze haYe OeVV WiPe iQ QaWXUe. ThaW'V becaXVe Rf Whe bXV\ OifeVW\Oe
heUe. IWłV QRW aOZa\V SRVVibOe WR be RXWVide.ń - SahaU 

EYeQ fRU iQhabiWaQWV Rf Whe iVlaQd, Whe WhUee da\V eQabled Whem WR
Vee Whe iVlaQd iQ a diffeUeQW Za\. The\ QRWiced WhaW Whe\ VaZ faU
mRUe gUeeQeU\ aQd mRUe QaWXUal diYeUViW\ WhaQ Whe\ had
imagiQed, eVSeciall\ iQ Whe SSRUWheldeQbXXUW, Zhich Whe\ had
SUeYiRXVl\ VeeQ aV RYeU-deYelRSed aQd dRmiQaWed b\ aSaUWmeQW
bXildiQgV. ThURXgh e[eUciVeV WhaW eQcRXUaged Whem WR clRVe WheiU
e\eV aQd liVWeQ, WR Vmell, aQd WR imagiQe, Whe\ fRXQd WhemVelYeV
VlRZiQg dRZQ aQd QRWiciQg mRUe. 

ŃM\ eQcRXQWeUV ZiWh Whe iVOaQd dXUiQg WheVe da\V haV beeQ
diffeUeQW WhaQ QRUPaO. DefiQiWeO\ iQ Whe Za\ WhaW I ORRN aQd OiVWeQ,
aQd ZhaW I dR. WełYe dRQe diffeUeQW WhiQgV WhaQ I RWheUZiVe
ZRXOd, aQd WhaW PeaQV IłYe beeQ ORRNiQg aW Whe iVOaQd aV if I haYe
WRWaOO\ diffeUeQW gOaVVeV RQ. I dR haYe WR Va\ WhaW I VWiOO Vee a ORW Rf
QegaWiYe WhiQgV iQ Whe Za\ Whe iVOaQd iV chaQgiQg, bXW IłYe aOVR
VeeQ a ORW Rf SRViWiYe WhiQgV RYeU Whe SaVW feZ da\V. TheUe'V PRUe
QaWXUe WhaQ I WhRXghW. MRUe QaWXUe aQd gUeeQeU\. AQd I'Ye aOVR
QRWiced hRZ SeRSOe, bRWh WhRVe ZhR OiYe heUe aQd ZhR OiYe
eOVeZheUe, ORRN aW Whe iVOaQd aQd iWV cXUUeQW ViWXaWiRQ.ń - Ma[iP





A moment when you really felt connected to the island over the
past few days? What do you love about the island? What did
you learn about it? 

ŃFRU Pe Whe iVOaQd iV PRUe, aOVR Whe SaUW ZheUe Ze OiYe, Whe PRUe
ZiOd SaUW RU PRUe aOWeUQaWiYe Vide Rf iWĽ aQd WhaWłV ZhaW
faVciQaWeV Pe abRXW iW. IłP aZaUe Rf Whe RWheU Vide aQd I eQgage
ZiWh iW a ORW, bXWĽ I dR NiQd Rf eTXaOO\ ORYe iW aQd acceSW iW. BXW I
ideQWif\ ZiWh Whe RWheU SaUW aQd WhaWłV P\ SOace WR be.ń - JaQa

ŃThe Vea!ń - SahaU 

ŃThe MeWW\ RQ Whe Vea. AQd Whe fRUeVW ZheUe Whe VWXdeQW hRXViQg
iV.ń - DRQagh

ŃWheQ Ze ZeUe iQ Whe fURQW gaUdeQ Rf aQ aUWiVWĽ iW ZaV Whe RQO\
WiPe WhaW iW ZaV TXiWe ViOeQW aQd Ze cRXOd acWXaOO\ heaU Whe
biUdV.ń - GXidR 

If the island was a person, what type of person would it be? 

ŃSRPeRQe ZiWh RSeQ aUPV, VRPeRQe ZhR dReVQłW caUe ZhR \RX
aUe. AV ORQg aV \RX OeaYe eYeU\WhiQg eOVe iQ Seace.ń - Ma[iP 

ŃI WhiQN a bURad, ZiOd ZRPaQ. WiWh VWURQg OegV, a big beOO\.
SRPeRQe ZhRłV UeaOO\ OiYed, ZhR haV PXVcOeV, ZhRłV VWURQg.ń -
BeUbeU 



ŃA YeU\ RSeQ WROeUaQW SeUVRQ WhaW haV gRQe WhURXgh a ORW Rf
VWageV iQ WheiU Oife aQd UeaOO\ deYeORSed iQWR diffeUeQW fRUPV Rf
WhePVeOYeV. I WhiQN Whe\ had a PRUe ZiOd WiPe, aQd WheQ VWaUWed
WR be PRUe iQfOXeQced b\ VRcieW\ aQd QRUPV WhaW iW feOW iW had WR
adaSW WR. TheUe ZaV WhiV WiPe ZheUe SeRSOe ZeUe VTXaWWiQg aQd
iW ZaV ZiOd aQd cUa]\ aQd chaRWic. AQd QRZ WheUe aUe aOO WheVe
SeUfecWO\ bXiOW bXiOdiQgV. NRZ I WhiQN WheUełV a WeQViRQ
beWZeeQĽ RQe SaUW Rf iW WhiQNV iW haV WR MRiQ WhiV QeZ ShaVe, bXW
Whe RWheU SaUW Rf iW iV VWiOO ŃNR, I dRQłW ZaQW WhiV, I'P ZiOd aQd
chaRWic, I haYe ideaV aQd ZaQW WR cUeaWe WhiQgV.ń - JaQa

5. Regeneration: give and take

IQ Whe AQWhURSRceQe, iQ Zhich hXmaQV aUe VeSaUaWed fURm
QaWXUe, Ze haYe eQded XS iQ a RQe-Vided UelaWiRQVhiS, iQ Zhich
Whe eQYiURQmeQW iV VimSl\ a ŁUeVRXUceł WhaW Ze caQ dUaZ XSRQ.
IQ mRdeUQ VRcieW\, Ze haYe lRVW SUeYiRXV cXlWXUal aQd VRcial
WUadiWiRQV WhaW eQVXUed a UeciSURcal UelaWiRQVhiS. BefRUe, iW ZaV
cleaUeU WR Vee WhaW if \RX WRRk VRmeWhiQg fURm Whe laQd, \RX had
WR giYe VRmeWhiQg back. AQd QRW a bag Rf XQ-decRmSRVable
UXbbiVh, bXW cRmSRVW RU VeedV: VRmeWhiQg UegeQeUaWiYe WhaW
ZRXld keeS Whe QaWXUal c\cle gRiQg.

ŃI WhiQN cRQVXPeUiVP SOa\V a SaUW iQ RXU UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh QaWXUe.
BecaXVe Ze cRQVXPe a ORW. OXU VXUURXQdiQgV, bXW aOVR fRRd aQd
eYeU\WhiQg WhaW QaWXUe giYeV XV. SR giYiQg bacN WR QaWXUe, WhaWłV
UeaOO\ iPSRUWaQW. AQd WR feeO WhaW cRQQecWiRQ, aQd QRW Vee iW aV a
VeSaUaWe WhiQg WhaW \RX caQ MXVW WaNe fURP aOO Whe WiPe aV if iWłV
eQdOeVV, becaXVe iWłV QRW. We haYe WR WaNe caUe Rf iW. IW aOVR
WaNeV caUe Rf XV.ń - LaXUa 



NRZ, Ze liYe iQ a liQeaU V\VWem: Ze e[WUacW UeVRXUceV, SURceVV
Whem, cRQVXme Whem, aQd WheQ WhURZ Whem aZa\. HRZ cRXld Ze
UeWXUQ WR a ciUcXlaU V\VWem aQd leaUQ QRW jXVW WR Wake, bXW alVR
giYe back? 

ŃNaWXUe iV abXQdaQW, iW caQ feed XV ZiWh VRPe WR VSaUe. BXW iWłV
QRW gRRd WR ViPSO\ Vee iW iQ a RQe-Vided Za\; WhaW QaWXUe feedV
XV, bXW Ze giYe QRWhiQg bacN.ń - MieNe

WiWh WhiV iQ miQd, RQe gURXS cUeaWed a Vmall bRRkleW ZiWh
imageV aQd deVcUiSWiRQV Rf SlaQWV WhaW SeRSle mighW Vee alRQg
Whe Zalk. PaUWiciSaQWV ZeUe eQcRXUaged WR keeS aQ e\e RXW fRU
SlaQWV VXch aV bUambleV, camRmile aQd black mXVWaUd aQd cURVV
Whem Rff aV Whe\ VSRWWed Whem. AQd Ō aV Whe bRRkleW ZaV called
ŁGiYe aQd Takeł, Whe\ ZeUe alVR aVked WR giYe VRmeWhiQg back
WR WhaW liWWle SaUW Rf QaWXUe. ThaW cRXld be cleaQiQg XS UXbbiVh,
VSUeadiQg VeedV (fURm VSecial SeQcilV Whe\ ZeUe giYeQ WhaW
cRQWaiQ VeedV), VSUiQkliQg ZaWeU, beiQg VWill aQd aSSUeciaWiYe, RU
VSUeadiQg ideaV aQd kQRZledge. 

"IQ WeUPV Rf iWV RZQ UeVRXUceV; I NQeZ WheUe ZeUe SOeQW\ Rf
bOacNbeUUieV bXW had QR idea WheUe ZaV VR PXch WR fRUage. I
ZaV WUiSSiQg RYeU abXQdaQce!ń - PhiOiSSa 



A PeQX Rf abXQdaQce

LiYing in ciWieV and WRZnV, ZełUe almRVW WRWall\ eVWUanged fURm
ZheUe RXU fRRd cRmeV fURm. We gR WR Whe VXSeUmaUkeW and bX\
fRRd ZUaSSed in SlaVWic WhaW haV been VhiSSed fURm elVeZheUe.
IW'V SRVVible WR fRUgeW WhaW RXU enYiURnmenW iV fXll Rf edible WhingV.
If Ze Zalk WhURXgh Whe WRZn, and eYen Whe fRUeVW, Ze Vee WUeeV
and SlanWV, bXW Ze dRnłW Vee Whem aV fRRd. And \eW, if Ze knRZ
ZhaW WR lRRk fRU, WheUełV VR mXch WR eaW.

JXVW e[SlRUing Rn Whe iVland, Ze fRXnd a cRUnXcRSia Rf WhingV WR
eaW. FURm Whe mRUe RbYiRXV blackbeUUieV and ZalnXWV, Ze alVR
VaZ \aUURZ, Zhich haV a lighW biWWeU WaVWe and Zhich can be
XVed in ValadV RU VRXSV, and VWinging neWWleV Zhich aUe in facW
edible, lRVing WheiU VWing aV VRRn aV Whe\ aUe heaWed. The Vame
gURXS WhaW made Whe ŃGiYe and Takeń bRRkleW made a menX
WhaW incRUSRUaWed all Whe edible SlanWV Whe\ had highlighWed in
Whe bRRkleW, inclXding all Rf Whe abRYe, aV Zell aV dandeliRnV,
camRmile and black mXVWaUd leaYeV. 

AQd fURP heUe, ZheUe WR?

OYeU WhUee da\V, Ze made an inWenVe cUeaWiYe jRXUne\ WhURXgh
SURWecWiRn, bRXndaUieV, cRmmXnicaWiRn, cRnnecWiRn and
UegeneUaWiRn. 

The SURceVV ZaV VXSSRUWiYe, WhRXghW-SURYRking, and fXn. And
Whe UeVXlWV ZeUe deeSl\ WhRXghW WhURXgh, caUefXll\ made, and
cRnceSWXall\ VWURng. The end SUeVenWaWiRn bURXghW Whe WhemeV
WRgeWheU beaXWifXll\ and cRmmXnicaWed Whem cleaUl\ WR Whe
YiViWRUV. 





naWXre
porWraiWs
DXULQg Whe LQWURdXcWLRQ aW Whe VWaUW Rf Whe SXPPeU ReVeaUch SchRRO
eYeU\RQe WROd WheLU PRVW LPSUeVVLYe QaWXUe e[SeULeQce.

I Rnce WUaYeled WhURXgh TibeW. We had Zalked all da\ in Whe
gUaVVlandV. SiWWing ne[W WR m\ WenW, I VaZ a black VSRW in Whe
diVWance Ō a man Rn a hRUVe. I kneZ I Ueall\ ZaV nRW able WR Vee
VR cleaUl\ aW VXch a diVWance. When Whe VSRW came clRVeU, iW
aSSeaUed WR be a man Rn a hRUVe. I felW Whe VXUURXnding VSace,
lighW, and claUiW\ in eYeU\ cell Rf m\ bRd\.

-An



I ZenW WR a WUee climbing cRXUVe, ZheUe I UeleaUned ZhaW I did aV
a kid. I felW Whe We[WXUe Rf Whe WUee and leaUned WR WUXVW. I cRXld Uel\
Rn Whe WUee WR hRld m\ ZeighW. I felW Rne ZiWh Whe WUee. 

-SRShie



  
I VWaUWed WR VZim in Whe Rcean. IW!V alZa\V diffeUenW. The
Vea ZaV calm; I ZaV flRaWing Rn m\ back. I lRRked aW
Whe blXe Vk\, and iW ZaV... SeUfecW. 

-MiUjam



IQ RRWWeUdaP CeQWUXP, WKe\ aUe PaNLQJ a beacK. I caOO LW
KeURLQ-beacK. I!P YeU\ VXVSLcLRXV, becaXVe LW VeePV VR aUWL-
ILcLaO, a PaQ-Pade beacK. BXW \eVWeUda\ I VaZ ORWV RI VeaJ-
XOOV UeVWLQJ RQ WKe beacK, eaWLQJ ZRUPV. TKeQ I UeaOLVed WKe
cORVeQeVV RI QaWXUe, eYeQ LQ WKe ceQWUe RI RRWWeUdaP. 

-DRQaJK



 

I UePePbeU ULdLQJ P\ KRUVe ZKeQ I ZaV a WeeQaJeU aQd IeeO-
LQJ KeU bUeaWK LQ P\ QecN aQd JeWWLQJ JRRVebXPSV aOO RYeU.
We LQWeUacWed aV beLQJV. I IeOW OLNe VeeLQJ WKe ZRUOd WKURXJK KeU
e\eV. 

-JaQQa



TeQ \eaUV aJR, aIWeU JUadXaWLRQ, I ZaQWed WR cURVV WKe AWOaQWLc
OceaQ. IQ WKe KaUbRXU, I IRXQd a GeUPaQ caSWaLQ ZKR VaLd:
ŃYRX caQ cRPe ZLWK Pe LI \RX dR WKe QLJKW VKLIWV." EYeU\ QLJKW
IURP 4aP WR 8aP, I ZaV aOO aORQe ZLWK WKe ZLQd, VWaUV, aQd VXQ
cRPLQJ XS. WKeQ WKeUe ZaV QR ZLQd, Ze ZeQW VZLPPLQJ LQ
WKe 4000-PeWeU-deeS OceaQ. AIWeU 21 da\V, I IeOW deeSO\
cRQQecWed.

-BeUbeU



 

I WUaYeOed a ORW LQ AIULca aV a JXLde, RQce ZLWK caPeOV LQ WKe
deVeUW LQ LLb\a. OQe QLJKW Ze VOeSW RXWVLde RXU WeQWV becaXVe
LW ZaV a beaXWLIXO QLJKW. I ZRNe XS aQd IeOW VRPeWKLQJ Qe[W WR
Pe. I ZaV VcaUed ZKeQ I UeaOLVed LW ZaV a JLJaQWLc caPeO. IW ZaV
QRW RQe RI RXU caPeOV. I dLd QRW NQRZ ZKaW WR dR. He ORRNed aW
Pe, aQd Ke ZaV MXVW cKeZLQJ. I IeOW UeaOO\ cRQQecWed. 

-RRVaOLe



ReceQWO\, I VWaUWed JURZLQJ YeJeWabOeV aQd KeUbV. TaNLQJ caUe RI
SOaQWV aQd KaUYeVWLQJ Pade Pe
IeeO PRUe cRQQecWed. 

-AXJXVWa



I greZ up in a neZ urban development. We pla\ed
outside, and Zhen I got a little cut, I did not go to
m\ mother but rubbed some sand in it, and it cured
me. SomehoZ I kneZ that this Zould heal. It Zas an
inner knoZing, no one told me. 

Karel



In autumn as a child, I collected leaves, mushrooms,
and pinecones and put them in a shoebo[. I liked
the collecting and the smell of autumn. I still like col-
lecting stones and leaves.

-Hannie



In m\ countr\, Ze have lots of mountains. I spent a lot of time in
the mountains Zith m\ friends
and famil\. In the Netherlands, I miss them; in some Za\, I need
the mountains. 

-Sahar



I feel the natural source of pure energ\ Zhen I look into
the fire at a fire camp. I can look at it for hours. 

-Il\a



I alZa\s had a fear of deep Zater. A \ear ago, I Zent to a div-
ing course. I Zas deepl\ touched b\ the beaut\ of the un-
derZater Zorld. I felt ver\ small and connected in this ama]-
ing, big Zorld.

-Sia



AV a famil\, Ze had a Vmall cabin in NoUZa\ ZheUe Ze
ZenW eYeU\ VXmmeU. We lefW ZiWh a boaW fUom Holland. I
UemembeU Whe hoUUible Vmell of IJmXiden. When Ze enWeUed
NoUZa\, I coXld Vmell Whe ZoodV, and iW felW like coming home. 

-GXido



I gUeZ Xp in a ciW\, and I!m a ciW\ peUVon. In Holland, Ze
haYe onl\ man-made naWXUe, e[cepW foU Whe Vea. I can
VWaUe aW iW foU hoXUV. I loYe iW, and I!m alVo WeUUified of iW.
ThiV dXaliW\ of Whe comfoUWing qXaliW\ of naWXUe and Whe
facW WhaW iW can alVo kill \oX iV m\ connecWion Wo naWXUe. 

-Mieke



I made Zine ZiWh m\ gUandfaWheU. We pXW Whe Uipe gUapeV
in a big bXckeW. I VWamped Whe gUapeV ZiWh m\ baUe feeW,
feeling WheiU Vkin bUeaking. I ZaV alVo Whinking aboXW m\
anceVWoUV, Zho did Whe Vame foU ageV.  

-JXan



I gUeZ Xp ne[W Wo a foUeVW ZheUe I pla\ed eYeU\ da\.
One da\ in VpUing, I diVWXUbed a Zild pig ZiWh heU
pigleWV. IW chaVed me. I climbed inWo a WUee. I ZaV
WeUUified. IW made me aZaUe of Whe poZeU of naWXUe. 

-RogeU



When I ZaV a kid, I ZenW camping ZiWh a fUiend Zho WaXghW
me WhaW neWWleV ZeUe edible. We decided Wo make neWWle VoXp.
We mi[ed ZaWeU ZiWh neWWleV, boiled iW, and aWe iW. IW felW like Ze
ZeUe hXnWeUV and gaWheUeUV. 

-Ma[im



SWeShan

I ZaV Rnce in Shanghai. TheUe ZaV almRVW nR gUeen.
SR cRming hRme, I Ueali]ed WhaW I VhRXld aSSUeciaWe Whe gUeen
Ze haYe in HRlland mRUe; I ZenW WR Whe ZRRdV and lRYed iW. 



Jana
 
I ZaV VZimming in a lake in FUance ZiWh a fUiend. I haYe
dRne WhaW a WhRXVand WimeV befRUe. We ZeUe VZimming
naked, VR WheUe ZaV nR VeSaUaWiRn beWZeen me and Whe
ZaWeU. IW ZaV VXch a SRZeUfXl e[SeUience WR be Rne ZiWh
Whe ZaWeU. EYeU\Whing iV UighW aW WhiV mRmenW. 



PhiliSSa

EYeU\ Wime I Whink, ŃHmm, ma\be I VhRXld VhaYe m\ legV,ń I
UealiVe I!m jXVW a liWWle haiU\ mammal. I gUeZ XS in CRUnZall,
SRXWh England. I ZaV Zalking a lRW RXWVide Zhen I VXddenl\
felW WhaW Whe membUane beWZeen me and Whe SlanWV, Whe
eaUWh, eWceWeUa VXddenl\ diVaSSeaUed. 



AmaliÀ

I ZaV c\cling hRme aW 4 S.m. afWeU a SaUW\. I felW YeU\ lRVW, aV
if nRWhing made VenVe. I VWRSSed and laid dRZn in Whe
ZeedV, and m\ handV WRRk Whe gUaVV; WhaW calmed me. AW
ceUWain mRmenWV, nRWhing makeV VenVe; bXW naWXUe makeV
VenVe.



ElVe 

AV a kid, I ZaV RbVeVVed ZiWh animalV Rf all kindV. I felW YeU\
clRVe WR
WheVe animalV, alWhRXgh I did nRW XndeUVWand an\Whing abRXW
Whem.
I felW WheiU eneUg\. NaWXUe iV imSUeVViYe WR me and, aW Whe Vame
Wime, YeU\ Vmall and clRVe WR me. 



MaUijQ
 
I ZaV RQ YacaWiRQ ZiWh WZR fUieQdV. We ZeUe ZalkiQg fURm Whe
camS WR Whe Yillage. TheUe ZaV a Vmall UiYeU Qe[W WR Whe URad. I
VXggeVWed fRllRZiQg Whe UiYeUbed. IQ fRllRZiQg Whe ZaWeU, I
lRRked aW VRcieW\ aW Whe backVide Rf Whe hRXVeV, aQd I felW like I
ZaV QRW RQe Rf Whe hXmaQV, bXW UaWheU SaUW Rf WhiV UiYeU. 



LaXUa

I gUeZ XS iQ AmVWeUdam, aQd WhUee \eaUV agR I mRYed WR
ZeebXUgeU IVlaQd. I VWaUWed QRWiciQg Whe VeaVRQV. DiYeUVe
VSUiQg SlaQWV, VeeiQg Whe \RXQg dXckV. ThaW cRQQecWed me WR
QaWXUe.. 



GeQeViV 

AV a kid, I liYed iQ CXUacaR. WiWh Whe ZhRle famil\, Ze XVed WR
gR hikiQg YeU\ eaUl\, fURm 5 iQ Whe mRUQiQg XQWil 7 ZheQ Ze
Ueached Whe beach aQd ZeQW VZimmiQg. ThaW ZaV a cRQQecWiQg
e[SeUieQce fRU me. 



ValeQWiQa 

WheQ I gUeZ XS iQ CXUacaR, I ZeQW ZiWh m\ liWWle ViVWeU WR Whe
beach. We lRRked fRU ZeiUd VeaVhellV Ō WhiQgV Ze hadQ!W VeeQ
befRUe. We ZeUe VR VXUSUiVed eYeU\ Wime Ze fRXQd VRmeWhiQg
Ze hadQ!W VeeQ befRUe. The RceaQ VcaUeV me ZiWh heU SRZeU
bXW VhełV alVR beaXWifXl aW Whe Vame Wime, aV \RX caQ alZa\V
fiQd QeZ WhiQgV.



MaUa

IQ high VchRRl, I ZeQW ZiWh m\ fUieQdV WR Whe RceaQ WR Vee
Whe VXQ UiVe. IW ZaV VR calm aQd SeacefXl beiQg WheUe WR-
geWheU. I felW VR mXch fUeedRm aQd haSSiQeVV; iW UemaiQed
m\ VSecial Slace.  



EPaPXO
 
I OLYed LQ BaQgOadeVK, cORVe WR WKe fRUeVW. OQe da\, I ZeQW
ZLWK P\ bURWKeU WR aQRWKeU UegLRQ ZLWK PRXQWaLQV. We
cOLPbed WR WKe WRS Rf a KLOO. IW ZaV YeU\ VWeeS aQd daQgeU-
RXV. WKeQ I ZaV aW WKe WRS aQd ORRNLQg aOO aURXQd, I feOW YeU\
cORVe WR QaWXUe. 



ResXlWs























We will continue. This summer research school was a start of a
movement to make the philosophical concept symbiocene a
living reality. 

Want to know more? http://deepisland.squarespace.com

Want to connect or join? info@ankramer.nl



Thanks to: 


