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Executive Summary

The EU was formed in 1958 by six European countries. Since then, 21 other countries have joined this union and still others are hoping to join. Albania is one of these countries. Albania, also known as the ‘best kept secret of Europe’ has submitted its application on April 28, 2009.  The country has been isolated for almost 41 years during the communistic regime of Enver Hoxha. Since his death in 1985, the Albanian government has only had one wish and that is to be a part of Europe.
On May 11, 1992, Albania signed the Trade and Cooperation Agreement with the EU. This was seen as the most important event in the relation between Albania and the EU. Since then, the country has made big steps and after that, other agreements and co operations followed. The signing of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement on June 2009 was seen as the first step toward the EU accession. According to the European Commission, Albania has hitherto, very well implemented its obligations under the SAA.  
The country also joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 2009 and has since then participated in several peacekeeping missions in Afghanistan, Iraq and Bosnia and Herzegovina. As last year December, Albanian citizens who are in possession of a biometric passport became able to travel freely to Schengen countries without a visa. The citizens of the country that was once isolated from the rest of the world are now free to travel for a period of three months to these countries. This decision was made based on the progress that Albania had made in fighting corruption, organised crimes and illegal migration. 

At the moment, Albania is a potential candidate state. The country first has to meet the Copenhagen criteria in order to become an EU member. The criteria consist of political, economic and the acquis criteria and in particular the 12 key priorities that the European Commission has set up for the country. So far, Albania has made progress in rule of law, human rights and democracy reforms. However, negotiations with Albania can only take place once the country has fulfilled the criteria and especially the political criteria. In comparison to the other potential candidate state, Bosnia and Herzegovina, we can conclude that Albania is further in the accession process. While Albania has no difficulties with implementing its  obligations under the SAA, Bosnia and Herzegovina is having troubles with fulfilling her  responsibilities of the Interim Agreement and the Stabilisation and Association Agreement has not entered into force yet, which is the first step towards accession. Even though, Albania has made effort in reforms, it still has a long way to go.  
Preface

As a European Studies student at The Hague University I have written this report for my final project in order of the Albanian Embassy in The Hague. My assignment provider is Mrs. Xhulieta Keko who works as a counsellor at the Embassy. The embassy is Albania’s diplomatic mission in the Netherlands and it is located at Anna Paulownastraat 109 B. The current ambassador is Mr Gazmend Barbullushi. The Embassy assigned me with the task to research in what extent Albania is ready to become an EU member.  As an Albanian, this subject really interests me and I was therefore very enthusiastic to research Albania’s accession process. 
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Introduction
If a country is willing to become an EU member it must meet the Copenhagen criteria. These Copenhagen criteria consist out of three criteria: political, economic and acquis criteria. On 28th of April 2009, Albania submitted its application for EU membership.

However, until now they have not become a member yet, the country is a potential candidate state.  In this paper the history of Albania will firstly be discussed. Secondly, the criteria that have to be met will be described. Finally, the criteria Albania already meets and what there should change in order to pass these Copenhagen criteria will be examined. 
Central question and sub-questions 
This final project will focus on one central question: “In what extent is Albania ready to become an EU member?”  In order to answer this question, this paper is divided into three parts.  In the first part, the communistic history of Albania will be covered and whether it will have an influence on their membership application. Also the processes that Albania has underwent till the membership application will be discussed. After that, in part two, the Copenhagen criteria will be defined and furthermore the current situation of Albania regarding these criteria will be treated.  In the third and final part, there will be a comparison of Albania’s accession process and Bosnia and Herzegovina’s. 
Objective
The main purpose for writing this report is to provide people with more information about Albania and their process towards the accession in the European Union. Many do not know where Albania lies, what country it is etc. The once isolated country is now a democratic country with only one purpose in mind and that is to become a member of the EU. 

The Trade and Cooperation Agreement, which entered into force in December 1992 was the first agreement that linked Albania with the EU. Since, Albania has made progress however is it ready to be a member?
Therefore, this report is written in order to give an impression of this small European country’s history and its process towards accession.

Justification of research methods

The research for this thesis is based on desk and field research.  In order to get the best results to answer the research question whether Albania is ready to become an EU member or not, internet and books were of great importance for this final paper. Most of the research is based on the information found on the official EU website and in their yearly progress reports. Also different books were used which gave general information about Albania and the EU.

For the first chapter, various books were used about the history of Albania between 1908 till the establishment of the Albanian democracy. For the second part of the first chapter, the official website of the EU and the NATO was consulted.

For the second chapter, again the official EU website was relevant for the research and moreover, the yearly progress reports of the European Commission were applied.

For the third and final chapter, the yearly progress reports of Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina were used.

Furthermore, an interview was done with Mrs. Rita Klapwijk, who is a policy worker for the ChristenUnie. She mainly deals with Finances, Development Cooperation and the EU. In the interview, she gave her opinion on the accession of Albania and other countries in general. A copy of this interview can be found in Appendix I.
Also, a presentation by Commissioner Mr. Štefan Füle, Member of the European Commission, Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy was attended on the 3rd of November 2011 at the Europe House in The Hague. Mr.  Füle gave a speech on the EU Enlargement Policy. 
Chapter I: Albania’s history and the process to date

1.1 Introduction
In the first section of this chapter the history of Albania will be discussed from the year 1908 till the end of the communism. This includes the transition to democracy 20 years ago and the question whether the communist history of Albania has had an influence on their membership application or not?  

In the second part, the process to date will be examined. These are the steps that Albania underwent to get to the position that they are in now. Finally, there will be a brief conclusion of the first chapter. 
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1.2 Albania’s history
During the second half of the twentieth century, Albania was known as “the best kept secret of Europe”.
 This recent republic is bordered by Montenegro to the north, Serbia to the northeast (Kosovo), the Republic of Macedonia to the east, Greece to the southeast, the Adriatic Sea to the west and the Iononian Sea to the southwest.(Figure 1)The official name is the Republic of Albania, in Albanian Republika e Shqiperis. In ancient times, the area now called Albania was then known as Illyria.
1.2.1 1908 till 1912

In the 15th century the Ottoman Empire conquered Albania and continued its supremacy for almost 500 years. In 1908, Albanian secret societies
 worked closely together with the Young Turkish Committees, who were aiming for a more liberal regime to ensure an effective government which would destroy the old Ottoman regime. (Jacques, 1995, p. 14) 

However, the Albanians were afraid of total independence because they believed that if they were to get independence, they would become prey for the other stronger Balkan countries. As an alternative, they tried to secure autonomous rights and change the Turkish rules. As the Albanian revolts increased day by day, the authority was coming to his end. 

On July 23rd of that same year, Sultan Abdul Hamid II surrendered to the wishes of the people. The Young Turks promised the Albanian citizens freedom of religion, freedom of press, speech, assembly and free education. Schools were opened and Albanian newspapers appeared. The Albanian people now wanted complete independence within the Turkish Empire. However the Young Turks refused to acknowledge their right to self-government and closed the Albanian schools and abolished newspapers (Pearson, 2004, p 1-3).
1.2.2 Albania’s Independence and the World War One

1912-1918
The chauvinistic policy of the Young Turks was responsible for uniting Serbs, Greeks, Bulgarians and Montenegrins into a coalition. In 1912, war was declared on Turkey by these countries. Albania was also invited to join the alliance in the war against Turkey. 

However, the population did not want to participate because they had their reasons to suspect that their neighbouring countries might be setting a trap. When Albania asked these countries for help during their own anti- Turk rebellion, they did not receive any. 

Moreover, they also could not ignore the fact that the Balkan allies had shared Albanian lands among themselves in the agreement of 1912.  Albania was invaded by all of them, who declared themselves liberators but in fact all they wanted was to divide the country between them. 

Many Albanians fought on the side of Turkey, hoping that if they did so, they would maintain their countries territorial integrity.  Ismail Qemali, who was the founder of modern Albania and its first head of state and government, knew, along with the other Albanian nationals that something had to be done in order to save their country. 

Albania’s independence could only be brought about by a complete break with Turkey. They returned to Albania and on the 28th of November 1912, the first Albanian National Assembly opened. That same day, Albania, who was still under foreign occupation proclaimed its independence. After five hundred years of Ottoman domination, Ismail Qemali raised the Albanian flag in Vlora. (Pollo, S., Puto, A., 1981, p. 148)
1.2.3 King Zogu’s regime (Republic to Monarchy) 1923- 1944

In 1923 there was a period of political unrest in the country between the liberals and the conservatives. The conservatives were led by a dictatorial Prime Minister, Ahmet Zogu and the opposition was led by Fan Noli. During the June Revolution that followed, the liberals forced Zogu to leave the country and he fled to Yugoslavia. Fan Noli then was named Prime Minister and his “new government aimed to unseat the landed gentry from their positions of power and to transform Albania into a democracy dedicated to progress and the establishment of political freedom.” (Pearson, 2004, p. 224).
Despite Noli’s democratic principles, for a republican Albania his ideas were innovative; he was inspired by Marxist ideology and the Fascism of Mussolini. (Pearson, 2004, p. 225)
Due to international pressure to legalise his revolutionary government, Fan Noli, called out elections. However, before the elections could take place, Albanian discontented army officers turned their backs on Noli’s administration. In the meantime, Zogu had also formed his own army with the support of the Yugoslavian government, “financed mainly by Anglo- American and Anglo- Persian petroleum companies and Standard Oil” (Pollo, S., Puto, A. ,  1981, p. 196)
On Christmas Eve, Zogu and his army reached the capital which meant the end of the June Revolution, as a result of which Fan Noli and his associates were forced to go into exile. 

On January 1925 Zogu formed a new government of ‘constitutional legality’ and Zogu was elected as the first President of the Albanian Republic. 

During the time that he ruled, opposition parties all disappeared and antagonists of the regime were murdered. His tyrannical leadership approach could survive because “the spectre of Communism was raised everywhere in order to keep “legal” governments safe from any revolutionary ideas”. (Pollo, S., Puto, A., 1981, p. 197)
 The best way to safeguard his autocracy was to transform a republican form of government into a monarchy. Due to a constitutional amendment, Prime Minister Zogu became King Zog the 1st . During his reign, the Albanian economic position was very low. 

1.2.4 Albania around the Second World War and Communistic Albania

As a result of the poor economic situation of Albania, King Zog signed trade agreements with Greece and Yugoslavia. As a reaction to this, the Italian government cancelled all payments to Albania. The Italians demanded that Albania joined them in a customs union and that children learned Italian at school. In an addition to this, they also wanted total control over the country’s telegraph and electronic monopolies and more. This meant that the Italians would have a great influence on Albania. 

However, King Zog refused their demands. The Italians had to reach a new agreement with the Albanian government. They granted loans to improve their harbour and for other key projects that developed the land’s infrastructure. Over time, the Italian influence in Albania rose and King Zog was overthrown in 1939. He fled to Greece and never set foot on Albanian soil again.  Italy then named King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy, King of Albania. 

During the WW II, Albania was invaded by the Italians and Germans.  

Throughout the Second World War, besides the Communists led by Enver Hoxha, two other parties were also formed. These were the National Front and Legaliteti. 

After the Second World War, Albania became a communistic state with the influence of Yugoslavia. The most important man of the communist party was Enver Hoxha, who came to power in 1944 with the help of the Yugoslavian Communist Party. He held the title as leader, until his death in 1985. Under his leadership, Albania was one of the most closed countries in the world. Although the Second World War had ended in 1945, Hoxha fooled the Albanian population by telling them that the war not only was still happening but had also increased in severity. He told the citizens that the only place they were safe, was Albania. 

During the communist era in Albania, the country and its population was severely impoverished. From the age of fifteen, everyone worked, both men and women, especially in heavy industry and agriculture. Practising any religion was prohibited, and every Albanian benefited more or less the same level of education and health. During this period it was also not permitted for citizens to leave Albania. This occurrence was punishable by imprisonment but also often with the death penalty. Even the family members who stayed behind could be punished with imprisonment or expulsion to a small village. There was very little communication from the outside world and no material goods from foreign lands entered the country.  During that time no other political parties were allowed, which meant that all power was in the hands of the Communist Party. In Albania, the communist regime was much stronger than in other communist countries. Albania was completely isolated from the outside world (Logoreci, 1977, p. 139)

 
1.2.5 The establishment of Albanian democracy

The leader of the Communist Party, Enver Hoxha died in 1985.  The Albanian population were numb with grief and mourning. The outside world was surprised when they saw this reaction coming from the people who had been ‘victims’ of Hoxha’s brutal regime. To this reaction an old Albanian man stated: ‘When a father beats his son, the child cries, but still clings into him as the only protector he knows.’ (Logoreci, 1977, p. 210)

Two days after the death of Hoxha, Ramiz Alia, who was the secretary of the People’s Assembly, wanted to preserve the communist system, however his government began to distance itself more and more from the Hoxha legacy.

They wanted to introduce gradual reforms in order to stimulate the economy. They legalized investment in Albania by foreign firms and expanded diplomatic relations with the West. Alia gave Albanian citizens the right to travel abroad; citizens now had religious freedom, and agreed on some free-market measures for the economy. 

In March 1992, during the elections, it was not the communist party who won but the anti-communist opposition led by the Democratic Party. Sali Berisha became the new president of Albania. Albania began to obtain amounts of aid from western developed countries and it integrated its politics and institutions with the West. (Logoreci, 1977, p. 224-230)
1.3 Albania’s relations with the European Union 

The signing of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between Albania and the EU on the 11th of May in 1992 was seen as the most important event in the relationship between Albania and the EU. This agreement allowed Albania to profit from the PHARE program funds. Under this program, during the period 1992-2000, Albania was promised and given considerable assistance. 

In 1996, Albania wanted to sign a new contract with the EU, which would open negotations for a classical Association arrangement. However, due to many factors, such as the parliamentary elections of May 1996
 and the fall of the pyramid schemes
, these initiatives stopped. 
During this period, serious political developments in neighboring countries resulted in the disintegration of former Yugoslavia.  Due to these events a new set of states were made, forcing the European Union in 1997 to adapt its policies for the Balkan countries, creating the so called "Regional Approach" policy. For Albania, this meant political stability and economic prosperity. The General Affairs Council defined a set of political and economic conditions that Balkan countries needed to complete, in order to develop and strengthen their relations with the EU. (EU, Albania- relations)
Other important key dates are: 

	1999


	-Albania profits from EU’s Autonomous Trade Preferences.

- EU proposes new initiative: the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP). Albania is part of PSA

	2000
	- Products from Albania were included in the duty-free entry into the EU market

- The Feira European Council states that SAP countries are "potential candidates" for EU membership

-Zagreb Summit, intensification of EU-Albania cooperation 

	2001
	-First year of the Community Assistance for Reconstruction, Development and Stabilisation (CARDS) program specifically designed for the Stabilisation and Association Process countries

- The Council of Ministers of the EU adopts the European Commission report on progress made by Albania and requires from the Commission the directive for the negotiation of a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA).  EU-Albania Consultative Group is established.

	2002
	General Affairs Council adopts draft negotiating directives for an SAA and decided to open negotiations for signing an SAA with Albania

	2003
	- First round of negotiations on the Stabilisation and Association Agreement

 - Official opening of negotiations during the visit of European Commission President Romano Prodi

- The Thessaloniki Summit II confirms the so-called Zagreb's EU accession prospects for the region and opens the way to use the instruments used in other member countries

	2004
	-European Union launches the TAIEX program for harmonization of legislation for the countries involved in the Stabilisation and Association

- First European Partnership for Albania. 

- European Council adopts the report of the European Partnership and the Republic of Albania proposes drafting a plan to address the priorities of this document

	2006
	In Luxembourg, the Council of General Affairs and External Relations, signed the Stabilization and Association Agreement and Interim Agreement on Trade and Commercial Cooperation. In December the Interim Agreement enters into force. 

	2007
	Signature of a visa facilitation agreement between Albania and the EU  

	2008
	Visa facilitation enters into force. 


Source: Europa.eu,  EU-Albanian Relations
1.3.1 Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA)

On 12 June 2006, Albania signed the Stabilisation and Association Agreement. On April 1st 2009, the agreement entered into force. The Stabilisation and Association agreement outdated the Trade and Cooperation Agreement that Albania had signed in 1992. This was the first step towards the accession into the European Union. The Stabilisation and Association Agreement is part of the Stabilisation and Association Process which is the skeleton for EU negotiations with the Western Balkan countries. Each country moves step by step towards EU membership and if a country fulfils its commitments stated in the SAA, they are a step closer to EU membership. 

The Stabilisation and Association Agreement has several aims:

– “To support the efforts of Albania to strengthen democracy and the rule of law”;

– “To contribute to political, economic and institutional stability in Albania, as well as to the stabilisation of the region”;

– “To provide an appropriate framework for political dialogue, allowing the development of close political relations between the Parties”;

– “To support the efforts of Albania to develop its economic and international cooperation, also through the approximation of its legislation to that of the Community”;

– “To support the efforts of Albania to complete the transition into a functioning market

economy, to promote harmonious economic relations and develop gradually a free trade area between the Community and Albania”;

– “To foster regional cooperation in all the fields covered by this Agreement.”(European Union, SSA, 2009)

The agreement should allow Albania to further reinforce and widen the relations with the European Community and its Member States.  

1.3.2 Albania applies for EU membership

Albania applied for European Union membership on the 28th of April 2009 in Prague. Its Prime Minister, Sali Berisha offered the official application to Czech Republic’s Prime Minister, Mirek Topolanek, who holds the EU's rotating presidency.

Albania is now officially recognized by the EU as a "potential candidate country","This act has historic significance, marking the return of my nation to the family of European nations," stated Albania’s Prime Minister Sali Berisha. (BBC News, 2009)

As mentioned above, Albania signed a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) in June 2006 as a step towards the EU accession. However, negotiations took three times longer than they took for other potential EU members, Croatia and Macedonia because many MS did not agree with Albania’s application. 

Olli Rehn, who currently serves as a European Commissioner for Economic and Financial Affairs said that ”Tirana needs to take steps to ensure its parliamentary elections meet international standards before applying for membership”. Albania’s Integration Minister Majlinda Bregu responded to this by saying that “as a NATO member, Albania is carrying out reforms and is obliged to conduct free and fair elections that are a necessary condition for EU entry," Others say that the negotiations took longer because the EU thought Albania was moving too slowly in the fight against corruption and organised crime (BBC, 2009). 

1.3.3 Visa liberalisation

Since December 15th 2010, Albanian citizens who have a biometric passport have been able to travel freely to Schengen Countries. They are allowed to travel every six months to these countries for a period of no longer than three months for business/study or for tourism purposes. However they are not allowed to work or live there. If an Albanian citizen stays or even works without a work permit for longer than three months in a Schengen state, then future entry to that country will be denied.

The EU made this decision based on the progress that Albania has made in fighting organised crime, corruption, illegal migration and improving their administrative capacity in border control and security of documents (Council of the European Union, 2010).

The Albanian president Bamir Topi stated in a public speech that; “Today is a great day for Albanians, inside and outside the country, because two decades after the fall of the isolating wall of the communist regime, a new wall has fallen, which restricted our right to travel in the European family to which we belong,” (Balkaninsight.com, 2010)
1.4 Albania becomes a member of The North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 2009
Currently, The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is the most powerful military- political alliance in the world. Albania's relations with the North Atlantic Alliance, date back to 1992 when Albania, after the collapse of the communist regime, participated in the North Atlantic Cooperation Council/NAAC, which changed its name in 1997 into the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council /EAPC). 
Membership into  NATO and the EU have been and continue to be a major challenge of the Albanian diplomacy, since 1992 when the Albanian state ended its total isolation and was engaged for a specific Euro-Atlantic integration. From 1992 until today, Albania's relations with NATO have gone in different stages, however they have always been progressive. 

Albania has participated in several peacekeeping missions in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Afghanistan and Iraq. On the 3rd of April 2008, Albania was invited to start negotiations for membership into the alliance. Like any other country in the transition of being from the former communist bloc, the Albanian government was faced with several problems. Criteria for membership into NATO are a series of reforms related to strengthening the political democratic system, market-based economy, stability, security, good neighbor relations and so forth. 95% of the Albanian population supported the accession to the NATO. On April 1st, 2009 Albania finally became a NATO member. This was celebrated throughout the country (North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 2010)

                                                               

1.5 Brief conclusion       
To summarize, Albania became a communist state after World War II. Later it was fully isolated from the outside world because of the dictator Enver Hoxha. During that time, it was one of the most closed and economically underdeveloped countries in the world. In the 1990s, a multiparty democracy was established which replaced decades of separation from the rest of Europe and the world. Albania was not isolated from the outside world anymore and many Albanians left Albania and went to the nearest countries, Italy and Greece. To answer the question whether the communist history of Albania has an influence on their membership application one can agree to this. As a result of the many years of isolation that Albania endured, due to the communist regime, it is now still the least developed country in Europe. The least developed country in terms of its economy, democracy and infrastructure. Albania also has an extremely high rate of unemployment. 

However, there is a sign of progress. Since Albania joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 2009 they have been endeavouring to improve their economy and their infrastructure. Organised crime is continually being fought and contacts with their neighbouring countries have also improved. The Albanian government has made all of this effort, in the hope of one day joining the European Union.

In the large cities of Albania there are visible signs of progress. The roads have never been better, more tourists visit each year and the economy is improving at a steady rate. Nevertheless, many features of the countryside reflect those of a third world country, not a modern European one. One can agree that Albania still has a long road to go.
Chapter II: Albania’s current situation regarding the Copenhagen Criteria

2.1 Introduction

In this chapter the Albanian current situation regarding the Copenhagen Criteria will be explained.  In the first part, the criteria that a country has to meet in order to become an EU member will be discussed. Moreover, in the second part, a research will be done to find out which requirements or criteria Albania already meets. In addition to this, the existing political and economical situation of the country will also be analyzed. 

As a final point, as in the previous chapter, a brief conclusion can be found regarding the discussed subject matter. 

As stated in the first chapter, Albania applied to become a member of the European Union on the 28th of April 2009.  Article 49 TEU states that: ‘Any European State which respects the values referred to in Article 2 and is committed to promoting them may apply to become a member of the Union. The European Parliament and national Parliaments shall be notified of this application. The applicant state shall address its application to the Council, which shall act unanimously after consulting the Commission and after receiving the consent of the European Parliament, which shall act by a majority of its component members. The conditions of eligibility agreed upon by the European Council shall be taken into account.’(Treaty on European Union, 2008)

Article 2 TEU says that: ‘The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between women and men prevail.’ (Treaty on European Union, 2008)

In 1993, the European Council concluded that: "Accession will take place as soon as a country is able to assume the obligations of membership by satisfying the economic and political conditions required.”These are the Copenhagen criteria.
Another step that Albania took towards EU accession was signing the Association and Stabilisation Agreement in 2006 and according to the Feira European Council in 2000 these countries are potential candidate states. Thus, this made Albania a potential candidate state. (European Commission; Conditions for Enlargement, 2010)
2.2 What are the entry requirement/ Copenhagen Criteria?
The Copenhagen criteria, also called accession criteria or membership conditions are requirements that a country has to meet when they want to become an EU member. The reason why the criteria were laid down was due to the upheaval in Central and Eastern Europe. These former communist countries intended and wished to become member state and as a consequence of that, the EU was then obliged to identify political and economic values common to all “European countries”. The conditions of membership were determined by the European Council in June 1993 in Copenhagen, which is also where the name “Copenhagen Criteria” originated from. (European Council; Presidency conclusion 1993)

In 1995, the criteria were amended in Madrid but the name still remains the same.

The criteria require that a state has: 
- “Stable institutions; guarantee of democracy, rule of law, human rights, minority rights (political criterion);

- “A functioning market economy and capacity to cope with competitive pressures inside the EU (economic criterion)”;

- “Ability to adopt the acquis; shared goals of political, economic and monetary union (acquis criterion)” (Wallace,H., Wallace, W., Pollack, M., 2005)
“Membership requires that the candidate country has achieved stability of

institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities, the existence of a functioning market economy as well as the capacity to cope with competitive pressure and market forces within the Union. Membership presupposes the candidate's ability to take on the obligations of membership including adherence to the aims of political, economic and monetary union (European Council, 1993) As we can see, the entry requirements consist of three main criteria, political, economic and  acquis criteria 

2.2.1 Political criteria

2.2.1 (1) Guarantee of democracy

With guarantee of democracy the commission means that if a country wants to become an EU member, then all their citizens must have the right to participate in political decision making at any governing level, ranging from local municipalities to general elections. Citizens must also have the right to free elections and to set up political parties. Moreover, they must have freedom of speech, access to a free press, and the executive powers of politicians are restricted by documented laws. 
2.2.1 (2) Rule of law

Rule of law means that citizens of a country are protected against government authority by law. When a conflict occurs, judges are forced to follow the law to resolve any disputes.  ‘The European Union is based on the rule of law. This means that everything that it does is derived from treaties, which are agreed on voluntarily and democratically by all Member States’. (Europa.eu, 2011)

2.2.1(3) Human rights

Just like democracy and rule of law, human rights are also a core value for the European Union. If a country is willing to become an EU member, they must respect human rights. For the EU, this is of relevance for accession. With human rights one means that every person, no matter what age, religion, gender, disability, race or color has the right to live, the right to be arraigned only according to the laws and that they should be protected from slavery and acts of torture. In order to promote human rights around the world, the EU has set up several projects, for example the Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (Progress), this is one of their activities to fight racism and xenophobia. The EU has set aside € 743 million for this programme. Since 2007, a quarter of this amount has been allocated in order to battle discrimination within its borders. This fund will cease in 2013. Human trafficking has also become a political priority for the EU.

To summarize, the Union places tremendous importance on the promotion of human rights within its member states’ borders, as well as those in other countries. For that reason, when a country applies for membership they are obliged to meet the criteria that the EU has set concerning human rights. (Europa.eu, 2011)

2.2.2 Economic criteria
“Functioning market economy and capacity to cope with competitive pressures inside the EU”

2.2.2 (1) Functioning market economy
Once a candidate country fulfills the EU accession criteria, they can become a Member State. However, countries must strengthen their economy first, before even being considered as a (potential) candidate member.

In order to observe whether a country is ready to become a member or not, the EU has set up a two economic criteria. The economic criteria require the candidate country to have:

- a functioning market economy;

- the capacity to be competitive on the EU market. (Wallace,H., Wallace, W., Pollack, M., 2005)
Being competitive in the EU calls for:

- “the existence of a functioning market economy”; 
- “sufficient human and physical capital” 

- “the state has limited influence on competitiveness” 

- “sufficient trade and investment integration with the EU” (European Commission; Economic and Financial Affaires, 2011)

2.3 Acquis criteria
Ability to adopt the Acquis Communautaire; shared goals of political, economic and monetary union 

This means that the candidate country must take over and adopt the Acquis Communautaire. These are all the EU-treaties, Directions and Recommendations, including the judgments from the Court of Justice. (Eurofound.europa.eu) 
2.4 Which requirements does Albania meet and which doesn’t it?
Albania’s application is analysed based on its capacity to meet the criteria and also whether the Stabilisation and Association Agreement is implemented as how it should be. 

"Accession will take place as soon as a country is able to assume the obligations of

membership by satisfying the economic and political conditions required.

Membership requires:

that the candidate country has achieved stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities;

the existence of a functioning market economy, as well as the capacity to cope with

competitive pressure and market forces within the Union; the ability to take on the obligations of membership including adherence to the aims of political, economic and monetary union". (Treaty on European Union, 2008)

According to the Commission’s Opinion with regards to the SSA, the opinion is on the whole positive. ‘Albania has overall, smoothly implemented obligations under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement including its trade-related provisions. Whenever problems rose, Albania has been open and constructive to identify means to address them.’(European Commission, 2010)

But, how far is Albania regarding meeting the Copenhagen criteria?

2.5  Political criteria

“Stable institutions; guarantee of democracy, human rights, rule of law, minority rights”

2.5.1 Guarantee of democracy

Albania is a parliamentary democracy. The constitution was renewed in 1998.  The legislation is largely in line with European principles and standards.  Women and men are allowed to vote, there is a freedom of speech and everything that is in line with a democracy. 

The Albanian government has one goal and that is to be an EU member. However, democratic and parliamentary institutions do not function properly. For example, implementation of legislation does not always go smoothly, the public service is politicized and it lacks transparency. The parliament does not implement effective supervision and control over the government. The legislative development is also very weak. (Progress Report, 2010)

The Democratic Party and the Socialist Party have been at war since the June 2009 elections when the Democratic Party won. Edi Rama (leader SP), who was also the mayor of Tirana, the capital city, until the end of September this year. He accused Sali Berisha (leader DP and Prime Minister) of fraud. The Socialistic Party boycotted the Parliament for six months. 

This is not unimaginable, since Sali Berisha forced people to either vote for his party or otherwise lose their jobs. He has also been in government since 1992, when he became President of Albania till 1997. From 1997 till 2005, it was the Social Party who governed Albania, however he stayed in opposition. In 2005 he became Prime Minister. 

He has been in the picture for almost 20 years. How is this possible when the majority of Albanians hate this man? Is Albania dealing with another Enver Hoxha here? He, who was in power for almost 40 years.
The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) wrote in their post-elections report, that the 2009 elections met most of the international standards. Comparing to previous elections this was a substantial improvement. 

However, there were several aspects that had to be taken into account for the upcoming elections. The OSCE noted numerous points in their report that had ensured that the elections did not meet all international standards. 

· “The vote count was protracted and marked by high levels of mistrust among political parties and their representatives at all levels of the election administration. Delays in the count provoked tensions among parties, especially where results were or appeared to be close. In several cases, the vote count was temporarily blocked. Interference by party observers and candidates in the counting process often detracted from the process.” 

· “One of the main problems noted during the count concerned arguments over whether votes from certain voting centers should be counted or not. In several BCCs, not all ballot boxes were counted or included in the Aggregate Table of Results.” (Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, 2009) This was done by the Democratic Party. Sali Berisha refused to open several ballot boxes. 

To summarize, the observers have noted that "while meeting most OSCE commitments, these elections did not fully realize Albania's potential to adhere to the highest standards for democratic elections."
According to the Council of Europe, corruption and organised crime are the ‘biggest threat to the functioning of democratic institutions and the rule of law in Albania’ (Council of Europe, 2004)

Also during the May 2011 elections there were conflicts between the SP and the DP. During that time four persons were killed and hundreds were hurt during protest. (Albanian news, 2011)

If the political situation does not change in Albania, then it will certainly take longer than expected to become a member of the EU. There is still a lot of corruption and the political democracy must be strengthened and progress must be made in the reform process.

The freedom of press is also a concern in Albania. Of all the Balkan countries, Albania remains the weakest prospective member. In 2003, they were the strongest of the Western Balkan countries. In 2010 Albania ranked number 80 in the country rating. (Reporters without Borders, 2010)
[image: image3.emf]
Source: Reporters without Borders ‘Freedom of the Press Index’,
2.5.2 Organised crime and human/ minority rights

(1) Organised crime

One of the things that EU member countries fear if Albania becomes an associate, is the presence of organized crime, within Albania. These crime factions are one of the fastest growing criminal groups throughout Europe. They are known for the trafficking of women and children as well as drugs and weapons.  Their activities have a devastating impact on the whole of Europe but mostly on Albania’s neighbouring countries. 

To tackle this problem, the Albanian government has to work closely with the European Union. Even though, the legal and policy framework concerning human and minority rights are similar to those of European and international standards, there are still some gaps. Action plans are not always implemented, the way they were meant to be. 

(2) Human and Minority rights

If one wants to be treated in hospital you sometimes even have to pay an entrance fee into the building itself. In Albania there is no such thing as health insurance. People who have money receive treatment, however others, who have no financial means, simply do not get any medical assistance. Sick people are frequently exploited by doctors and nurses in the medical profession. Nursing homes for the elderly or disabled are uncommon. Their own family members have to take care of them and if they do not have money to do this. The government generally leaves them to their own fate. Many people turn to the media to ask for help in the hope that a rich person or the government will offer them financial assistance. 

Another serious concern relates to the anti- discrimination legislation. The Roma people are the highest group of ethnic minorities that are still subject to discrimination in Albania. 

Everywhere on the streets of the large cities you find Roma children begging for money. The Roma are being rejected from acquiring work, no one will hire them. They live in the worst living conditions imaginable. They have limited access to social services and a high proportion of them are illiterate. 

Gays, lesbians and bisexuals are also discriminated against.  Even though Albania has signed several laws to protect the rights of women
, children
, the reforms remain incomplete. 

2.5.3 Rule of law

According to the Transparency Internationals Corruption Perception Index, Albania was ranked in 2010 at number 87 and in 2009 at number 97. (TICP, 2010) This means that Albania has made progress in the areas of fighting corruption and organised crime.  Their institutional and legislative judiciary has also been reformed. They have strengthened their rule of law. However there are still some improvements to be made. Problems with corruption and a lack of transparency and accountability of the judicial system still exist. 

Corruption and organised crime are not being fought as hard as they should be, despite a lot of effort from the authorities. A lack of technology, Intelligence data, police officers, money and corruption makes it difficult to eradicate this serious problem. 

Furthermore, it is almost impossible to stamp it out when policemen and judges are continually being bribed by these criminals. Albania should investigate the judges, ministers and all other political figures who work in the public sector, in order to tackle corruption.

Most of the time, the EU laws of the land are poorly translated into Albanian, which makes it hard to understand and implement them. Many translators are qualified in the language but not in law, which can confuse the true meaning of the law. 

Money is also a big issue when it comes to implementing the law. Most of the European or international laws are not being fully adopted by Albania, only in part. This creates confusion and has a negative impact upon the upholding of the law. Even though Albania has made progress in its judicial independence, it stills remains an area of concern. (Progress Report Albania, 2011)
2.6 Economic criteria
The second Copenhagen criteria is the economic criteria. To meet this condition, Albania has to have a functioning market economy and the capacity to compete with the competitive pressure within the EU.  The EU is Albania’s important trading partner. 6-% of their imports come from the EU and 80% of their export goes to the European Union. (World BANK, 2010) 

The Albanian economy has improved noticeably over the last years. Business administration is progressing, there are reforms in tax collections, infrastructure and property law. However there are still improvements required. In 2009, when the whole world was facing a financial crisis Albania was safe from it. The Albanian economy was flexible and did not need help from the outside. Inflation remained fairly fixed, thus low. (International Monetary Fund, 2011) 

One top priority for the Albanian government is to increase the amount of direct foreign investments. In 2010 there was a remarkable increase in FDI. The total amount was more than one billion. By fiscal and legislative reforms, the government is trying to develop a better business climate. Because of foreign investors, the banking system has grown fast. Market entry has made a remarkable improvement and trade and investments with the European Union is still high. According to the Albanian Institute of Statistics the unemployment rate is still high with 13.2% in 2011. 
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Another serious concern is ensuring the reliability of power supply. In the major cities the power supply goes off on a regular, almost daily basis. In the small villages this happens more frequently and the water supply is not as reliable as it ought to be. Villages only get running water once or twice a day for one hour. 
 


2.7 Acquis criterion

As mentioned above, Albania has implemented the obligations of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement as asked of a country, according to the European Commission. However, some deadlines for its commitments should be respected. 

In 2007, Albania adopted a National Strategy for Development and Integration. This is a “document that combines the principal agendas of the Albanian Government. The national perspectives for sustainable economic and social development and integration into the European Union and NATO structures are harmonised for the first time in a single strategic framework” (Report; Council of Ministers, 2008)

Albania has made an immense effort to adjust its legislation with the European Union Acquis Communautaire. However the implementations are still a challenge for Albania. The country must endeavor to make serious positive changes in order to meet the membership obligations. 

2.8 12 Key priorities
On 12 October 2011, Albania received again a negative opinion from the European Commission on Albania’s application. The country must meet 12 key priorities in order to get a candidate status. The 12 key priorities are:  “the proper functioning of parliament; adopting

reinforced majority laws; appointment procedures and appointments for key institutions; electoral reform; the conduct of elections; public administration reform; rule of law and judicial reform; fighting corruption; fighting organised crime; addressing property issues; reinforcing human rights and implementing anti-discrimination policies; improving the treatment of detainees and applying recommendations of the Ombudsman.” (Progress Report, 2011) According the European Commission, the country has not fully met any of the 12 key priorities. This is what also Commissioner Mr. Štefan Füle, Member of the European Commission, Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy had to say, about Albania and the key priorities, in his speech at the Europe House on 3rd of November. Commissioner Füle also mentioned that one of the main problems of Albania is the relation between the government and the opposition. They must work more closely together and at least negotiate on the EU affairs. If this does not happens, than negotiations will not take place. 
2.9 Brief conclusion
In this part we researched how far Albania is in fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria and the Stabilisation and Association Process. To conclude, the country has made progress in all three aspects of the criteria. They have made improvements in the rule of law, human rights and democracy. Protection of minorities is still an issue that has to be addressed. Roma people still face serious discrimination. Considering the economic criteria, with regards to being a functioning market economy and deal with competitive pressure, Albania must improve the recognition of property rights and develop a better performance of the labour market. As well as reinforcing the rule of law.

To cope with the competitive pressure in the Union, they need to improve its physical infrastructure and human capital, in addition to pursuing further structural reforms. 

Albania has put its obligations under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement well into practice. According to the European Commission “Albania would be in a position to take on the obligations of membership in the medium term in most of the acquis fields”
Nevertheless, negotiations with Albania can only take place once the stability of institutions guaranteeing notably democracy and rule of law is achieved. 

Chapter III:  Bosnia and Herzegovina & Albania
A comparison

3.1 Introduction
In this part, Albania’s accession will be compared with Bosnia and Herzegovina’s to discover which of the two countries has the highest probability of becoming an EU member. The reason for choosing Bosnia and Herzegovina as a comparison study is because both countries have experienced similar challenges in their journey towards membership in the EU. To begin with, the process that Bosnia and Herzegovina has already gone through will be discussed. Also in addition to this, the criteria that the country already meets will be examined. Secondly, this assessment will be compared with Albania’s process.

3.2 Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bosnia and Herzegovina is a Southeastern European country bordering Croatia and the Adriatic Sea. Ethnic groups which can be found in this nation are Bosniaks, who are Bosnian Muslim, Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Serbs. Bosnia and Herzegovina’s political status is of a Parliamentary democracy and has a population of 4.6 million. 

The country arose from the disintegration of Former Yugoslavia. The Bosniaks and the Bosnian Croats were pro independence; however the Bosnian Serbs were against this. On the 1st of March 1992 Bosnia and Herzegovina declared its independence from Yugoslavia. Later that year, the Bosnian War began and ended three years later, in 1995. (World Fact Book, 2011)
3.2.1 Interim Agreement & Stabilisation and Association Agreement

In 2000, Bosnia and Herzegovina received the potential candidate status and since then, the country has had one political goal in mind and that is to become an EU member. However, Bosnia and Herzegovina still has not applied for EU membership. In 2005, negotiations for a Stabilisation and Association Agreement were opened because the European Commission was satisfied with the manner in which the organization of the 2004 elections had proceeded and that the country had collaborated successfully with the Yugoslavian Tribunal. 

On June 16th, 2008, Bosnia and Herzegovina finally signed the Interim Agreement as well as the Stabilisation and Association Agreement. However The SAA has not entered into force yet because Bosnia and Herzegovina failed to adopt the necessary amendments to its Constitution and the implementation of the IA has not proceeded in the way that it should have. Bosnia and Herzegovina has infringed the Agreement “due to non-compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights and due to the absence of a state aid authority.”(Progress Report BiH, 2011) Bosnia and Herzegovina was, except for Kosovo, the last Western Balkan country that signed the SAA

3.3 Political aspects

According to the 2011 Progress Report of the European Commission, Bosnia and Herzegovina has made limited progress. In Bosnia and Herzegovina there is no common understanding or a shared vision by its political representatives regarding the future and direction of the country. This lack of cohesion within the government has ensured that the necessary reforms have not and will not come to fruition, therefore delaying any progress towards joining the EU.

There has been little change in government agencies and rule of law. Moreover, the Constitution has not yet harmonized with EU legislation. “The EU accession process requires functional institutions at all levels and an effective coordination mechanism for dealing with the EU, allowing the country to speak with one voice” (Progress Report BiH, 2011)

So far, Bosnia and Herzegovina is not in a position to adopt, implement and enforce the laws and rules of the EU.  Reforms on the constitution are needed because all Bosnians have the right to choose and to be chosen as political representatives of their country. The current Constitution is now in violation of the rights of human beings. It prevents citizens, whose ethnicity falls into a category that is neither Bosnian, Serb nor Croat from standing as candidates for the Presidency or for the House of People of the Parliamentary Assembly. (Progress Report BiH, 2011)


There are also many other cases of overt discrimination. Children are separated along ethnic lines in schools and the Roma minority still faces prejudice from others, as well as having to reside in atrocious living conditions. In September 2011, 1350 cases regarding Bosnia and Herzegovina were awaiting before the European Court of Human Rights. (Progress Report BiH, 2011)

The media still faces political pressure and cases of intimidation against journalists have increased.

Even though the reforms enforced were very limited, some results have been achieved. The visa liberalization entered into force on the 15th of December 2010. This means that citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina are now also free to travel within the Schengen countries for a period of three months. Furthermore the country is now working closely together with the EU on a Structured Dialogue on Justice Program, seeking to ensure an independent, effective and an impartial judicial system. Corruption, however still remains a serious concern with regards to Bosnia’s possible membership entry into the union.

3.4 Economic aspects

The economic criteria for EU entry are that the country must have a “functioning market economy and the capacity to cope with competitive pressures inside the EU”. Nevertheless, concerning the country’s economical status, Bosnia and Herzegovina has not made a significant improvement. 

There is still no sign of the country having a functioning market economy. “Progress towards creating a single economic space within the country has been limited and “the functioning of market mechanisms remained hampered by distortions, the excessive role of the State and lack of competition, not allowing efficient allocation of resources.”. (Progress Report BiH, 2011)

If Bosnia and Herzegovina wants to be a market competitor with neighboring countries and EU member states, than its policies must be amended. This year the economy has shown some signs of growth, however, unemployment continues to be very high.
3.5 Acquis criteria
Both Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania have to meet the Acquis citeria in order to become an EU member. This part will examine Albania's and Bosnia and Herzegovina’s ability to assume the obligations of membership, which is the Acquis. 

In the 2011 Progress Report, the European Commission states that both countries resemble in their ability to take on the obligations of EU membership.
Both countries have made progress in areas of free movement of goods, freedom of movement of workers, Right of establishment and freedom to provide services, free movement of capital, taxation, energy etc . However, the most present legislations are not fully in line with the requirements of the acquis and still a lot of work has to be done. 

3.3 Comparison and conclusion
To conclude, the European Commission has noted that Bosnia and Herzegovina has made little progress over the past year. According to the EC, the fault lies with the political leaders of Bosnia-Herzegovina, who have failed to form a government at state level. 

Due to this, a large number of priorities have not been implemented and there are only a few reforms that have been improved. Furthermore, the Parliament has failed to take initiatives that support the reforms. The Bosnian government, according to the opinion of the Commission, should soon form a national administration that will accomplish the much needed reforms, which will strengthen the national and state structure of the country. 

It is clear that the steps Bosnia would like to make towards the expansion project, under the current circumstances in its leadership, are a major issue.

In comparison with Albania, it may be concluded that Bosnia and Herzegovina lags behind in its desire of becoming part of the European Union.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has not yet applied for EU membership and the SAA has not entered into power yet. While Bosnia and Herzegovina has difficulties implementing the IA, Albania has smoothly carried out its obligations under the IA and the SAA. Moreover, compared to Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina is not a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.  The Bosnian economy is not growing at the same rate as Albania’s. According the Agencija za Statitiku BiH (Bosnian Institute of Statistics) unemployment rate was 27, 2% in 2010 whereas unemployment in Albania is almost 50% lower at 13, 5%.

As explained above, human rights and the protection of minorities is a serious issue of concern in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 2011 there were 1350 case against Bosnia and Herzegovina before the ECoHR while against Albania, this was 321. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has only made progress in the area of visa liberalization regarding almost all the other sectors, the Commission noted only a small ... limited or no progress.

Conclusion

In this report, the process that Albania has undergone towards EU accession has been researched. The central question of this final project was: “In what extent is Albania ready to become an EU member?”   
This now democratic country was once a communistic country that was isolated from the outside world for 40 years. During the communistic regime of Enver Hoxha, there was no freedom of religion, freedom of press or speech and no people or goods were allowed in and out of the country. In 1992, it was not a Communist Party but a Democratic Party that won the elections. Sali Berisha, the party leader, became the new president of Albania and he started to integrate his politics and institutions with the West. In that same year, the Trade and Cooperation between Albania and the EU was signed. This was seen as the most important event in the relationship between the country and the EU. In 1996, Berisha became less popular by the people when he was suspected of fraud at the 1996 elections and pyramid schemes. Due to the countries political instability, also other initiatives with the EU were stopped. In 1997, the EU set up the ‘Regional Approach’ policy for the Balkan countries which would secure political stability and economic prosperity. Since then, other agreements were signed between Albania and the EU. The most important one was the Stabilisation and Association Agreement. The agreement offered Albania a better perspective on the whole integration process. So far, according to the European Commissions yearly progress reports it has become clear that Albania has made some progress towards fulfilling the Copenhagen political criteria and that it has “overall smoothly implemented obligations under the SAA.”
The European Commission has set up 12 key priorities for Albania; however, according to the  Commissions opinion, the country has hitherto not fully fulfilled any of the key priorities. This was also the opinion that Commissioner Štefan Füle gave at his speech on 3rd of November at the Europe House.   
As reported by the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the 2009 elections met most of the international standards however the opposition accused the PM of fraud in the counting. For that reason the opposition boycotted the parliament for six months. Also during the May 2011 elections, there were political conflicts in Albania where four persons were killed during protest.  
However, Albania has improved the fight against organised crime. In November 2010, the country adopted the Law on Protection of the Rights of the Child. Also, the  prisoners conditions are improved. Moreover, Albania is still maintaining good relations with the EU and its members and also with their neighbouring countries. 

After analyzing Albania’s process of accession it can be stated that Albania is far from being a member state. However, Albania has changed tremendously the last 20 years, in a positive way. One cannot expect that the country will immediately meet the criteria, this will take time. However, the Albanian government sees the membership as a stimulus to continue with the reforms.
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Appendix I: Interview with Mrs. Rita Klapwijk

Vraag 1: Wat is het standpunt van de ChristenUnie inzake uitbreiding van de EU en waarom?

Voorlopig is het  even genoeg, we hebben nu Turkije, Kroatië en Montenegro. Er zijn al een aantal kandidaten  aan het afronden, maar dan wel afronden zonder een datum te noemen. Bij Servië is dat al aan de orde geweest en bij Kroatië ook. Bij die tien die toen zijn toegetreden was er een datum genoemd, per die datum zou het ongeveer moeten lukken. Dat willen we niet meer. We moeten dus echt kijken, voldoen ze aan de voorwaarden, ja of nee en pas als er aan die voorwaarden wordt voldaan dan mag je toetreden en voorlopig geen nieuwe kandidaat lidstaten. En de ChristenUnie is sowieso tegen toetreding van Turkije, om diverse redenen. 

Vraag 2: Vindt u dat toetreding van Balkanlanden past in het principe van de EU ten aanzien van uitbreiding van vrede en stabiliteit in deze regio?

Ja, Balkan is in die zin eigenlijk bijna meer dan welkom. Maar aangezien we nog niet zo lang geleden een forse uitbreidingsronde hebben gehad en de EU ook even genoeg heeft aan zichzelf, plus dat de landen van de Balkan ook nog wel even genoeg hebben aan zichzelf  denken wij ‘laat nog maar even zitten’. Maar het past wel uiteindelijk in het plaatje van  waar de EU voor opgericht is en hoe het functioneert. 
Vraag 3: Vindt u vervolgens dat Albanië ook toe moet treden tot de EU en waarom wel/niet?
Volgens mij past dat wel uiteindelijk in het plaatje. Albanië moet er in principe gewoon bij, alleen ik zie het voorlopig echt nog niet gebeuren.

Vraag 4: Waarom niet?
Volgens mij is het land echt nog heel ver weg in het voldoen aan Europese voorwaarden.  Ik ken Albanië verder niet heel goed  maar wat ik er van weet is dat  het echt  eerst nog orde op zaken moet stellen. Voor  veel Balkanlanden geldt; probeer nou zelf eerst  onderling samen te werken want dat is ook het principe van Europese intergratie , dat je regionaal intergreert. Probeer eerst samen onderlinge problemen op te lossen en eruit te te komen. Anders loop je het risico dat deze problemen de EU ingebracht worden. Dat  zie je nu al bijvoorbeeld met Griekenland en Macedonië over de naamgeving, en zo waren er nog een paar voorbeelden. Is er een toegetreden dan gaan ze de toetreding van de ander tegenhouden. Dat past gewoon niet bij idee van Europese integratie en samenwerking. Je moet het onderling toch wel redelijk goed kunnen redden voor toetreding. Het is geen harde voorwaarde maar zo is wel het idee van de EU.

Vraag 5: Voor Albanië is de toetreding vooral een economisch voordeel, maar wat betekent het voor de EU als geheel?
Het is vooral een voordeel voor Albanië. Maar voor de EU is het een voordeel qua stabiliteit aan wat nu buitengrenzen zijn. Albanie heeft nu de reputatie van doorvoerland richting de EU van minder prettige zaken.  Stel Albanië is zo ver dat het kan toetreden tot de EU, dus het land voldoet aan de Europese standaarden o.a. qua justitie, politie, corruptie en al dat soort dingen, dan is dat ook voor het functioneren van de EU prettig, 
Vraag 6: Wat zijn de belangrijkste aspecten die Albanië op dit moment belemmeren om een kandidaat status te verkrijgen? En hoe staat uw partij in deze discussie? 

Dat weet ik niet zo goed omdat ik niet helemaal weet hoe Albanië er voor staat.  Maar ik kan me voorstellen dat er nog aardig wat belemmeringen zijn, gelet op  hoe het politieke systeem is ingericht, de kwaliteit van justitie, politie,  hoe het economisch fucntioneert  etc.  

Vraag 7: Welk land, vindt u, is verder in het toetredingsproces: Albanië of Bosnië-Herzegovina?

Weet ik niet. Mijn kennis van beide landen is niet zo goed dat ik ze kan vergelijken. 

Vraag 8: Wat je ook hoor is dat mensen zeggen van wat u al eerder aangaf dat als bijvoorbeeld  Servie eerder toetreedt dan Kosovo, dat Kosovo nooit zal toetreden omdat Servie dat altijd zal tegenhouden. Zou het geen oplossing zijn om net als bij de Oost- Europese landen in groepsvorm toe te treden?

Ja, dat zou een oplossing kunnen zijn. Wat ook een optie zou kunnen zijn, is als voorwaarde stellen dat je al je onderlinge issues hebt opgelost voordat je kan toetreden. Hoe dat verdragsrechtelijk zit weet ik overigens niet. Maar dat er nu op dat vlak problemen zijn is duidelijk:  Griekenland met Macedonië, vanwege die naamskwestie.   Dat is natuurlijk knulligheid ten top. Maar het speelt wel mee. Griekenland houdt het gewoon tegen. Met Cyprus heb je dat straks misschien ook. Stel Turkije is ooit zo ver dan moeten ze eerst het issue met Cyprus opgelost hebben anders kan Cyprus toetreding gewoon tegenhouden.

Ik heb wel gelezen dat Turkije helemaal geen lid meer wilt worden.

Dat zou heel goed kunnen. Denk dat ze nu wel een beetje mee klaar zijn. En ze zijn zelf ook niet echt vooruitstrevend in hervormen.  Ze doen zelf ook niet echt hun best.

Vraag 9: Vindt u ook dat de lidmaatschap van de NAVO een opstap is naar EU lidmaatschap?

Dat zou heel goed kunnen. Je had toen ook gedoe met Georgië en Rusland. Rusland was heel boos dat Georgië lid zou worden van de NAVO.   Het werd gezien als signaal dat Georgie  in het Europese stelsel binnenkwam,  en dus inderdaad op termijn meer bij de EU zal horen.    

Volgens mij is dat met Turkije ook zo gegaan. De Amerikanen wilden dat Turkije bij de NAVO kwam en op die manier ook soort van bij de EU. NAVO is wel een ander soort organisatie hoor. Maar ik denk dat er wel een duidelijke link is.

Vraag 10: En kamerbreed wat is het sentiment over verdere toetreding?

Ik denk een beetje hetzelfde. Iedereen vindt dat we het een beetje rustig aan moeten doen. Ik denk dat D66 of GroenLinks iets meer pro zijn. Maar ik kan me eigenlijk ook niet voorstellen dat zij nu ook zomaar zeggen ’iedereen kan erbij’. Ook zij zullen zeggen doe het een beetje rustig aan. 

Vraag 11: Hoe zou u dat dan verklaren?  Komt dat door de problemen intern bij de EU of is het dat we nu problemen ziet die pas later aan de licht komen, dat nu de lijken uit de kast komen?

Ik denk ook de ervaring van Roemenië en Bulgarije bijvoorbeeld meespeelt. Daarvoor hebben we nu nog steeds het Cooperatie en Verificatie Mechanisme om te zorgen dat de benodigde hervormingen worden doorgevoerd.  Daar is zeker van geleerd. En ook dat het nu best moeilijk blijkt om met 27 lidstaten de boel te ordenen en te regelen.   Laten we nu we eerst kijken hoe we het met dit aantal samen kunnen regelen.

Vraag 12: Heeft het ook iets met nationalisme te maken of niet?

Dat zou goed kunnen. 

Je ziet ook steeds in meer Europese landen dat er steeds meer nationalistische partijen aan de macht komen. En dat het politiek klimaat verandert.

Ja, dat klopt. Dat blijkt ook heel duidelijk nu met de euro crisis. Dan wordt er toch eerst vooral naar het eigen belang gekeken, en minder naar het gezamenlijke belang.  
Figure 1. Map of Albania.








� This term is used in many tourist brochures


� These were members of wealthy families who tried, in cooperation with the Young Turkish Committee, to counteract the Turkish government’s policy to prevent the progress of knowledge and enlightenment. (Pearson, 2004)


�  The Democratic Party was accused of intimidation and according the OSCE, “the elections did not meet the international standards for free and fair elections”. 


http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/reports/arc/2001_96.htm 


� Albanians were told that if they put their money on the bank that the amount of money eventually would grow, however, when the amount of people participating grew, it became harder to pay all these people and many lost all their money and a small civil war began.  


� National Strategy on Gender Equality and the Fight against Domestic Violence was adopted in June 2011.





� The Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child was adopted in November 2010.


� Personal experience of Albanians
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