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FUTURE INHABITENTS OF THE INNER CITY :

*	 COMPLETE REPRESENTATION OF THE CITY
*	 FROM FAMILIES & STARTERS TO THE ELDERLY
*	 SMALL- TO LARGE SCALE BUSINESSES
*	 INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURS 
*	 VISITORS / TOURIST IN ROTTERDAM
*	 SHOPPING CROWDS 
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‘‘ compact urban living to stimulate social interacti-
ons and  provide pleasent future proof living & working 
scapes for the next generation(s) ’’
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LOCATION : INNER CITY ROTTERDAM, HOOGSTRAAT

SPECIFICATIONS OF THE CITY BLOCK :

DWELLINGS DIFFERENT TYPES		  : 	 215		 UNITS
COMPACT BUSINESS UNITS			   :  	 23 		 UNITS
SMALL BARS & FOOD COURTS		  : 	 11		  UNITS
LARGER OFFICE SPACES		  		  :  	 1655  	 M2

LARGE SCALE RETAIL SPACES		  :	 4750	 M2

ROOF PARK 							       :	 3800	 M2
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DOWNSIDES :

ALMOST ZERO ACTIVITY 
LACKS SOCIAL SAFETY (ALLEY FEELING)
MOSTLY USED FOR PARKING AND CARS

INTERVENTIONS : 

CREATING NEW URBAN CONNECTIONS (DIAGONAL)
ACTIVATING THIS PART OF THE INNER CITY
REPLACING PARKING WITH MIXED USE LIVING
CREATING LINKS WITH THE CHURCH SQUARE & WATER
CREATING MORE GREEN SPACES IN THE CITY CENTRE
MORE SOCIAL SECURTIY BY ADDING FUNCTIONS

UPSIDES :

BUZZLING INNER CITY AREA 
LOTS OF SOCIAL ACTIVIY & STREET LIFE
PRIME LOCATION WHITIN ROTTERDAM

CAR FREE & USED BY PEDESTRIANS ONLY

INTERVENTIONS : 

CREATING NEW URBAN CONNECTIONS (DIAGONAL)
PROVIDING A NATURAL TRANSITION INTO THE CITY BLOCK

PROVIDING A NEW SENSE OF SOCIAL SECURITY
ACTIVATING THE WESTEWAGENSTRAAT & CHURCH SQUARE

CREATING MORE GREEN SPACES IN THE CITY CENTRE
GUIDING A NEW EXPERIENCE FOR THE USERS OF THE CITY

DOWNSIDES :

NOT ACTIVATED BY CURRENT FUNCTIONS 
LACKS SOCIAL SAFETY AND ACTIVITY
MAINLY USED FOR TRAFFIC & PARKING
NOT CAPATALIZING ON THE PRIME LOCATION 

INTERVENTIONS : 

DIAGONAL FACING ENTRANCE TO THE CITY BLOCK
PROVIDING PUBLIC SPACE AT CITY LEVEL
CONNECTING WITH THE CHURCH SQUARE & WATER
PROVIDING SOCIAL SAFETY BY ADDING FUNCTIONS
REPLACING THE CAR BY PEDESTRIANS & CYCLIST
ADDING GREEN IN THE URBAN ENVIRONEMENT
GUIDING ELEMENTS IN THE STREET PAVEMENT

UPSIDES :

BUZZLING INNER CITY AREA 
LOTS OF SOCIAL ACTIVIY & STREET LIFE
PRIME LOCATION WHITIN ROTTERDAM
CAR FREE & USED BY PEDESTRIANS ONLY 

INTERVENTIONS : 

DIAGONAL FACING ENTRANCE TO THE CITY BLOCK
PROVIDING PUBLIC SPACE AT CITY LEVEL
PROVIDING A NATURAL TRANSITION TO THE BLOCK
PROVIDING SOCIAL SAFETY BY ADDING FUNCTIONS
ADDING GREEN & PUBLIC SPACES IN THE STREETS
VERTICAL ELEMENTS PROVIDE A CONTEXTUAL FIT
GUIDING ELEMENTS IN THE STREET PAVEMENT
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TRANSISTION SPACESITE IMPACT

FUTURE URBAN LIVING THE VOID

The city block roots itself into the urban fabric of the 
city of Rotterdam. Therefore the transitional passage 
into the block is happening on two levels. These connect 
the city to the city floors above. The city floors on its 
part are made up of social boulevards, streets & alleys 
that connect all functions on this floor. These social 
streets stimulate walking & social encounters with va-
rious people, and the adventure pathways that cross the 
atrium stimulate the visual relation between functions. 
These streets are divided naturally between public and pri-
vate and undoubtedly guide visitors and inhabitants. This 
provokes interaction and will help to shape a community 
within the block..

Every development has a speci-
fic impact on the site that is situa-
ted on, but there is also an impact 
on the broader context. The city 
block is going to serve as an exam-
ple for new developments within 
the Netherlands and maybe beyond, 
therefore the principles should not 
only be taken from the context. The 
problems for the next generations 
will impact all cities in the Nether-
lands and therefore the core of 
the project can be projected on si-
tes throughout the Netherlands. 
Further development of the design 
concept can have a positive impact 
on inner city development and this 
is something that has always been 
the purpose. this exchange of cul-
ture, knowledge and social relati-
ons will eventually serve society in 
a broader sense than the city block.

High-density urban living is something that 
is becoming more relevant in the future due 
to population growth and the trend of cen-
tralisation in the Netherlands. Therefore the 
dwellings in the new city block are compact 
yet feel spacious due to the ceiling height 
and the public space at the doorstep. People 
can share facilities and this saves space in 
the private realm of the dwelling. The target 
group are people that enjoy living in a buz-
zing and central space, this can be all age 
groups.

The central void in the project is per-
ceived as a connective and fluent body 
that communicates inwards and commu-
nicates outwards through the picture 
frames of the facade. The negative vo-
lume of the building can be perceived as 
the void, these spaces house the social 
domain and the public functions in the 
buildings. The atrium houses the adven-
ture pathways that create a dynamic 
routing in the building that highlights 
certain views and connects public func-
tions in the building. The void at the top 
floor opens up into a roof garden for 
inhabitants and visitors to enjoy.



‘’from brief contacts to social networks’’

spontaneous
interactions

social 
networks

local inhabitents
local community

city block

local urban tissue
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DENSITY

PEOPLE

SOCIAL
SECURITY

MORE MOVEMENT
& ACTIVITY IN THE BLOCK

DURING THE DAY

MORE PEOPLE TO
FORM SOCIAL 

RELATIONS

INCREASED VARIETY
IN CULTURE, SHOPS
AND PUBLIC SPACE

INCREASED ACTIVITY
AND URBAN BUZZ
WHITIN THE BLOCK

MORE HOMES AS A
AWNSER FOR THE 

HOUSING SHORTAGE

INCREASED SERVICES
TO STIMULATE LOCAL

BUSINESS OWNERS
AND PROVIDE FOR 
THE INHABITENTS

MORE INTERACTIONS
AND A BASE FOR 
CREATING LONG

TERM SOCIAL
RELATIONS.

CREATING CLOSE 
PROXIMITY TO 

STIMULATE EXPLORING
AND WANDERING 
INTO THE BLOCK

URBAN
LIFE

MORE
HOMES

SOCIAL
WALKING

SERVICES

VARIETYThe mixing of communities in the case of the 
city block is aimed to take place in the void 
spaces around the public domain of the city 
block. Providing spaces to meet can help to 
form social relations and help to create a 
foundation for the city block to function 
on a social aspect. The stakeholders in the 
city block vary from visitors, inhabitants and 
professionals that work in the city block. This 
variety of stakeholders will create a deeper 
connection that will resemble the social 
relations that can be seen in a normal city 
centre. This deeper connection will resemble 
normal social relations and therefore the 
social domain of the block will spread fu-
rther than the boundaries of the city block.

The theory of ‘’ from brief contacts to soci-
al relations’’ (Nicola Dempsey) states that the 
social domain of ones surrounding, either 
work or domestically related forms a large 
part of the social contacts of these individu-
als. Therefore providing a base for social in-
teraction within the public space can help to 
improve social inclusion within the city block. 
The familiarities that brief contacts create 
can form a base for future relationships and 
this positive drive will help to push the city 
block to a new level.

A SOCIAL CITY BLOCK REQUIRES ARCHITECTURE
THAT STIMULATES INTERACTION BETWEEN ALL 
USERS OF BLOCK-R

FUNCTIONS MOSTLY
FUNCTIONS

HOTSPOTS
FOR FUNCTIONS

AND SHARED
PUBLIC FACILITIES

MOSTLY
LIVING

LOWER LEVELS OF THE CITY BLOCK

STRONGER REPRESENTATION OF
THE PUBLIC DOMAIN

STRONGER REPRESENTATION OF
THE PRIVATE DOMAIN

MOSTLY DWELLINGS

MOSTLY FUNCTIONS

HIGHER LEVELS OF THE CITY BLOCK

MAINLY DWELLINGS
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PLACES TO MEET

people of the block shared spaces social networks

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

COMMUNITY

ALL CITY FLOORS CONSIST OF FUNCTIONS, DWELLINGS 
AND PUBLIC SPACES. THE FUNCTIONS AND THE PUBLIC 
DOMAIN CONTRIBUTE TO FACILITATING THE GROWTH 
OF COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE CITY BLOCK. THE SOCIAL 
STREETS AND ALLEYS WILL ENSURE THE PROVOKING OF 
ENCOUNTERS WITHIN THE CITY BLOCK. THE EXTENDED 
INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SPACES CAN BE CURATED BY 
THE USERS AND WILL BE USED TO HELP TO SHAPE A 
COMMUNITY. EXCHANGING AND INTERACTION BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT USERS OF THE CITY BLOCK CREATES A DY-
NAMIC RELATION THAT IS SIMILAR TO A NORMAL CITY 
CENTRE. FACILITIES WITHIN THE BLOCK CAN SUPPORT THE 
DAILY NEEDS OF INHABITANTS, THE NEEDS MAY VARY BUT 
THE CONCEPT OF SHARED FUNCTIONS AND FACILITIES 
HELPS TO CREATE THE RIGHT BALANCE.

the social streets will stimulate interaction and 
spontaneous meetings that will provide famili-
arity among residents. This familiarity will in-
crease the will for people to interact and spend 
time with their neighbours. The casual meeting 
spots throughout the block will positively fa-
cilitate this. The visual connections between 
floors and green areas will create a safe en-
vironment for all.

The need for human interactions and the fee-
ling of community is something essential to 
the mental health and well-being of human 
beings. The social aspect of city blocks is so-
mething that is currently being seen as essen-
tial since large-scale housing developments 
can also create a feeling of alienation bet-
ween the residents and their surroundings. 
The concept of low-rise high density creates 
a smaller-scale interaction between the peo-
ple and their surroundings. Creating a smal-
ler-scale routing that stimulates interaction 
and forms networks within the city block but 
also outwards can shape the way we design 
the new city blocks. 

The sharing of facilities creates more possibi-
lities for users to have a pleasant living and 
working environment. Accessibility is some-
thing that connects the public domain with 
the private domain, the private domain can 
therefore be extended into the city block. This 
sharing is something that will become inevita-
ble in the future due to densification and cen-
tralisation shortly. The next generation will 
therefore become more exposed to the neces-
sity of sharing facilities and functions.

Providing a base for people to encounter 
each other within the city block is essential 
for the success factor of the project. The 
only way to successfully stimulate social 
encounters is to provide shared spaces within 
the building volume, these shared functions 
can vary per dwelling type and differ in size. 
Due to the compact nature of the dwelling 
typologies, this means that the extended 
space that people lack in the private domain 
can be situated in the public space of the city 
block. 

The mix of functions creates a necessity for 
users to share and use the same facilities 
within the block. These common functions 
can consist of a laundry room, outdoor 
spaces, libraries and living rooms for eve-
ryday use. This quest for compact living will 
provide a base for willingness and will sti-
mulate people to share more facilities and 
space. This means that if people pay for their 
apartment they pay 80% for their private do-
main and the other 20% provides more space 
that is co-funded and therefore has a lar-
ger impact on every inhabitant.

The vibrant city block provides excellent 
urban living environments for a mix of in-
habitants that resembles the future urban 
demography. By creating a mix of dwellings 
the target groups can spread and this has 
a direct positive influence on the social 
functioning of the city block. The main user 
of the building will consist of one to two 
people households mixed with 2-4 person 
households that all have private domains 
and the void domain which will be shared by 
the other inhabitants of the city block. The 
demographic mix of people will vary from el-
derly widows to single starters and provide 
a home for every mix of people in between. 
Mixing generations will also dynamically 
spread the functional abilities because the 
needs of the people are widespread and this 
means the economic possibilities are better. 
The city floors can be perceived as the bree-
ding ground for living working and leisure 
within this innovative city block. The change 
for social inclusion is very large when the 
public domain will provoke social interacti-
on and spontaneous interactions. HOTSPOTS FOR SOCIAL INTERACTIONS

INDIVIDUAL

ACTIVATING INTERNALIZATION

CONNECTINGPARTICIPATING

EMOTIONAL
CITY

BLOCKFUNCITONAL

SURROUNDINGS

CITY 
BLOCK
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urban context

new conections

ELEVATED MASS

PICTURE FRAMES ADDING GREEN

SOLAR IMPACT CUTTING VOLUME FACADE GRID

substraction

adding volume stacked volume

city floor
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ARCHITECTURE FACADE PICTURE FRAMES
The floor plans are cutout from the 
central part in an organic way that 
ensures a sense of fluency when 
visiting the building. THIS CONTRAST 
TO THE STRUCTURED OUTER FACADE.
The outer facade of the building is 
determining the border between the 
city block and the city. The facade 
concepts play with layers and ver-
ticality, the floor represents the 
horizontal element and the facade 
represents the vertical element. THE 
COMBINATION CREATES A PLAYFULL INNER 
WORLD THAT FORMS THE CONNECTION.

The facade design concept is more 
intracate then first glance would 
suggest, the facade is made up out 
of multiple layers. These layers make 
it possible to create different at-
mospehers in the same facade con-
figuration. The floorscapes create 
the horizontal element of the grid 
like facade structure. These long 
horizontal lines will be put behind te 
vertical elements. THIS WILL EMPHASISE 
THE FLOORSCAPES.

The vertical elements are placed in 
front of the floor to stimulate the 
verticality in the facades and create 
a balance between the horizontal 
elements. Around the building on 
different floors the picture frames 
highlight different views. These views 
are ‘‘framed’’ to enhance te experien-
ce for visitors of the city block. The 
picture frames are placed throug-
hout the public domain of the city 
block. THIS FLEXIBILITY IN THE FACADE 
HELPED TO BE AS FLEXIBLE AS POSSIBLE

WHEN TRANSITIONING THROUGH THE CITY 
BLOCK THE CONTEXT OF THE SITE IS KEY. 
THE PICTURE FRAMES ARE ATTACHED TO THE 
BUILDING AND HIGHLIGHT VARIOUS SPACES 
AND BUILDINGS IN THE SUROUNDINGS. THE 
SOCIAL STREETS CONNECT CITY FLOORS 
AND SOCIAL STREETS THAT GUIDE VISITORS 
AND USERS TOWARDS THESE DIFFERENT 
HIGHLIGHTS. THE PICTURE FRAMES GU-IDE 
VIEWS AND OFFER AN EXPERIENCE ON THE 
POINT WERE THE VOID BLURS INTO THE 
SURROUNDINGS. THE VOID CONNECTS THE 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT TO DIFFERENT SPACES 
AND ATHMOSPHERES.

CUT

INTERNAL ROUTING
EXTERNAL ROUTINGCITY FLOOR SECTION A TRANSPORT BRIDGES 

(ADVENTURE PATH) 

DIAGONAL CUTS IN VOLUME FLOOR PLAN PRINCIPLES RESULT ARCHITECTURE 

LINES OF SIGHT IN FLOOR PLAN 

BORDERING FUNCTIONS

DENSE & PLEASENT LIVING

ACTIVATING THE PUBLIC SPACE

FLOOR SCAPES GIVE IDENTITY

HIERARCHY BETWEEN BOULEVARD/STREETS

HIGHLY URBAN ENVIRONMENT 

SE
M

I P
U

BL
IC

PU
BL

IC

PR
IV

AT
E/

FU
N

C
TI

O
N

PUBLIC HOTSPOTS
BORDERING ADVENTURE
PATHWAY

PUBLIC HOTSPOTS
BORDERING ADVENTURE
PATHWAY

PR
IV

AT
E/

FU
N

C
TI

O
N

PR
O

G
RA

M
M

A

r
BREAKING DOWN THE DESIGN TO
ITS CORE PRINCIPLES, EXPLAINING
THE ARCHITECTURAL INTERVENTIONS

LEVEL 4 : Laurenskerk

framing views
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PLAESENT PUBLIC SPACES

SMALL SCALE BUSINESS

STIMULATING INTERACTION IS 
THE CORE ELEMENT OF THE CITY 
BLOCK. THE PUBLIC SPACES IN 
THE CITY BLOCK PROVIDE PLACES
FOR PEOPLE TO INTERACT. THESE 
SHARED FACILITIES AND PUBLIC 
SPACES ARE GREEN & TRANQUIL.

the large volume of of-
fice spaces are connec-
ted via internal stairca-
ses. The internal
views are changing on 
every level due to the 
configuration of the fa-
cade. The offices can be 
rented in whole floors, 
if a company needs two 
floors or more this can 
be arranged

LARGE OFFICE SPACES : WORKING WITH A VIEW

ATRIUM : VISUAL CONNECTION

FLUID VOID

MIXING FUNCTIONS
Configuring the floor plans goes hand in hand with the 
sculpting of the void, the function is placed in the most sui-
table spot. This creates a natural cityscape that feels na-
tural, the dwellings and functions create the buffer zone 
between the public domain, the semi-public domain and the 
private domain. The cityscapes are configured in a way that 
gets the most natural daylight, the balance between public 
and private and overall functionality. The spaces in the city 
block that are not suitable for living will form the sites for 
functions and shared facilities. The overall power of the 
city block is the capacity to facilitate living functions and 
public functions in a symbiotic way that lifts the overall 
quality of the city block. The same grid that facilitates li-
ving environments is also suitable for small businesses and 
other functions to thrive in, this factor of flexibility helps 
to create a stable income for the landlord and investors. 
 
The cityscapes can be changed in a dynamic way that shifts 
between the specific needs of its timeframe. The dwellings 
have a specific measurement between the CLT load-bearing 
elements that enable the practical use of the living acti-
vities, this same measurement can be adopted for different 
functions, also the combination of multiple dwellings can 
be adopted to create more space when demands require it.
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the urban connection 
that is horizontally for-
med will create a subtle 
transition under the city 
block. The large atrium 
will enlighten the people 
passing through and this 
will lure people into the  
city block. the transition 
space has direct links bet-
ween the commercial 
spaces and connects the 
city block by elevators.

urban connection : providing a urban experince

utilising the inbetween spaces

STIMULATING INTERACTION IS 
THE CORE ELEMENT OF THE CITY 
BLOCK. THE PUBLIC SPACES IN 
THE CITY BLOCK PROVIDE PLACES
FOR PEOPLE TO INTERACT. THESE 
SHARED FACILITIES AND PUBLIC 
SPACES ARE GREEN & TRANQUIL.

void as the connective element
The void will function as the general connector bet-
ween the people in the city block, the functions and the 
surrounding city. The quality of the architecture con-
tributes to the quality of the void and vice versa. There-
fore the void is not confined to borders but is guided by 
architecture in a way that shapes this fluent connective 
space that creates this extra quality for inhabitants and 
visitors of the city block. The void has multiple shapes 
and appearances throughout the city block, the larger 
scale void spaces can be perceived as public spaces such 
as parks and the smaller void can be shared spaces inbe-
tween functions.
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THE ROOF PARK OFFERS A GREEN OASE 
WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS ACROSS THE CITY 
OF ROTTERDAM TO BE ENJOYED BY ALL

ROOF PAVILION

STIMULATING BIODiverSITY

WATER MANAGMENT

Due to rapid urbanization, the need for urban wa-
ter buffers becomes increasingly important as a 
solution for heat islands that start to form and 
will become even stronger soon. Collecting wa-
ter and effectively using it for different purpo-
ses will help to stimulate the resilience of the city 
block and prepares the building for extremely wet 
times but also for extreme draughts. 

The unpredictability of the climate creates a need 
for preparing for the most extreme circumstan-
ces and therefore the water management should 
be partly based on the capacity of the sewer sys-
tem but should also consist of natural water 
buffers such as urban greenery and parks. 
 
The roof park offers a big opportunity to tack-
le these problems and also contribute to the ar-
chitectural quality of the city block. The main 
challenge is to be prepared for the extremes and 
keep the newly formed biotope intact, therefore 
a hybrid system is designed that stores water du-
ring the wet times and can feed this back into the 
system when there are times of extreme drought. 
The roof park will be able to survive during the 
harsh times and flourish throughout the rest of 
the year. The main body of water storage will be 
housed in the basement and can provide enough 
water for the summers in the Netherlands. 
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CLT walls CLT walls SECTIONCLT bearing walls

HSB non-bearing walls

narrowing towards

the top for less 

load on the topp 

CLT �oors

non bearing :
HSB �oors

5.000 - 7000 mm multi-story dwelling

The main building material and method that has 
been chosen is CLT,(cross-laminated timber), the 
look and feel and environmental benefits shaped 
this decision. The production of building materi-
als accounts for 11% of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. Because CLT is made of wood, it can store 
and sequester carbon over the life of the building. 
Recent study also shows that CLT structures due 
to their high density can withstand fire for over 90 
minutes before collapsing.

Unlike concrete and other conventional building 
materials, CLT panels can be prefabricated in an 
external production facility and then installed 
in a shorter time because fewer joints are requi-
red between the inner support elements. With CLT, 
a construction crew can lift the prefabricated 
panels into place, apply connectors and then join 
the components together, which also makes them 
easier to dismantle and increases the flexibility of 
a building.

bright yellow

marmoleum

reclaimed metal

CLT wood

wood
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Load bearing and fire resistent floor :

18 mm  Wood flooring
2x12,5  mm Plasterboard
22 mm Fireboard
90  mm Beams with struts
90  mm Insulation
350 mm CLT slab
50 mm Acoustic insulation
12,5 mm Plasterboard

Fire insulationLoad bearing and fire resistent
partition wall :

12,5 mm Plasterboard 2xm
130 mm CLT wall
40 mm Insulation
130 mm CLT wall
12,5 mm Plasterboard 2x

Steel attachment :
- L-profile 100x100x10
Steel attachment :
- L-profile 100x100x10
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Load bearing and fire resistent
partition wall :

12,5 mm Plasterboard 2xm
130 mm CLT wall
40 mm Insulation
130 mm CLT wall
12,5 mm Plasterboard 2x

Non load-bearing floor (HSB) :

22 mm Wooden floor boards
22 mm OSB sheet
200 mm Wooden beams
22 mm OSB sheet
12,5 mm Plasterboard

Load bearing and fire resistent
partition wall :

12,5 mm Plasterboard 2xm
130 mm CLT wall
40 mm Insulation
130 mm CLT wall
12,5 mm Plasterboard 2x

Steel connecting bolt :
 - attaching the HSB to the CLT

Fire insulation
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Load bearing and fire resistent floor :

18 mm  Wood flooring
2x12,5  mm Plasterboard
22 mm Fireboard
90  mm Beams with struts
90  mm Insulation
350 mm CLT slab
50 mm Acoustic insulation
12,5 mm Plasterboard

Load bearing outside floor :

18 mm  Wood flooring
18  mm Wooden board
30  mm(min) Sloped insulation
275 mm CLT slab
50 mm Acoustic insulation
12,5 mm Plasterboard

Wooden window frame

Load bearing outer wall :

18 mm Wooden facade elements
22 mm Vertical wooden planks
- - Water resisten foil
18  mm Underlayment
100  mm Insulation
- - Vapor resisten foil
175 mm CLT wall
25 mm Plasterboard (2x)

Steel balcony attachment
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Non load-bearing floor (HSB) :

22 mm Wooden floor boards
22 mm OSB sheet
200 mm Wooden beams
22 mm OSB sheet
12,5 mm Plasterboard

Wooden window frame

Wooden window frame
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Steel atachment ring

Steel sheet baluster

Connecting plate element
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Load bearing outside floor :

18 mm  Wood flooring
18  mm Wooden board
30  mm(min) Sloped insulation
275 mm CLT slab
50 mm Acoustic insulation
12,5 mm Plasterboard
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Steel beam : HEA

Steel attachment plate

Steel beam : HEA
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Steel baluster

100x400mm

25 25 400 25 25

500

Steel baluster

CLT facade element : 500x500 mm

Steel colum : HEASteel attachment bolts

Watertight sealer

Steel colum : HEA

100x400 mm

100x400 mm

Steel baluster

Watertight sealer

r
combining design interventions and providing a 
technical sollution creates a feasible project 
that is also buildable and safe.

benefits
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COMPACT DWELLINGS REACT TO THE NEEDS CAUSED BY 
POPULATION GROWTH AND CENTRALISATION. THESE 
APARTMENTS CREATE PLEASENT DWELLINGS FOR ALL.
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COMPACT LIVING

SPATIAL EXPERIENCE

COMPACT LIVING IN THE CITY BLOCK ME-
ANS COMPACT APARTMENTS, THE APART-
MENTS IN THE CITY BLOCK VARY IN SIZE 
FROM 40 TO 75 SQUARE METERS. THE DIF-
FERENCE IN SIZE CAN BE EITHER DEFINED 
BY LOCATION IN THE CITY BLOCK OR CAN 
DIFFER BY HEIGHT. THE SMALLEST APART-
MENTS ARE ONE-STOREY STUDIOS AND 
THE BIGGEST APARTMENTS COUNT THREE 
FLOORS.  
 
THE ONE-STUDIO APARTMENTS CON-
TAIN ALL THE NECESSARY FACILITIES AND 
PROVIDE PLEASANT LIVING EXPERIENCES. 
THE CEILING HEIGHTS CONTRIBUTE TO A 
SPACIOUS FEELING IN THE INTERIOR. THIS 
APARTMENT IS A EXCELLENT AND AFFOR-
DABLE DWELLING FOR STARTERS, SINGLES 
AND ELDERLY COUPLES THAT VALEUA A 
CENTRAL SURROUNDING. 
 
THE TREE-STOREY STUDIO MAKES USE OF 
THE HEIGHT TO PROVIDE AN EXTRA TWO 
SETS OF FLOORS. THE MAIN BENEFIT IS 
THAT THE ENTIRE GROUND FLOOR CAN BE 
USED FOR LIVING AND TWO TOP FLOORS 
CAN BE USED FOR BEDROOMS. THE LARGE 
ATRIUM IN THE FRONT PROVIDES SPECTA-
CULAR VIEWS OVER THE CITY OF ROTTER-
DAM AND GENERATES A LOT OF NATURAL 
LIGHT. 
 
in total there are mor than seven 
DIFFERENT APARTMENT TYPES HOUSED IN 
BLOCK R, ALL DWELLINGS HAVE THEIR SPE-
CIFIC QUALITY AND THEREFORE THE MAIN 
PARAMETER FOR CHOOSING A TYPOLOGY 
IS THE LOCATION WITHIN THE CITY BLOCK 
ITSELF.

THE APARTMENTS IN THE CITY BLOCK ARE 
DIFFERENTLY CONFIGURED TO PROVIDE 
DIFFERENT SPATIAL EXPERIENCES. THE 
SPATIAL EXPERIENCE OF THE END USER IS 
THE MOST IMPORTANT PART. SINCE THE 
SPACE IS NOT LARGE THE QUALITY HAS TO 
BE FOUND IN DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE 
DWELLING. THE MINIMAL INTERNAL HEIGHT 
OF THE APARTMENTS IS 3,5 METERS AND 
THIS CREATES A SPACIOUS FEELING. THE 
LIVING SPACES ARE CONFIGURED IN A WAY 
THAT PROVIDES EASY-TO-ARRANGE SPA-
CES AND THE COMPACT BEDROOM AND 
BATHROOMS PROVIDE PRIVATE PARTS. THE 
LARGE WINDOWS ALLOW LOTS OF DAY-
LIGHT TO ENTER THE DWELLING, THIS CRE-
ATES A LEVEL OF FLEXIBILITY SINCE THE 
USER CAN CURATE SPACES ACCORDING TO 
THEIR PREFERENCES.

THE LARGER APARTMENTS HAVE EITHER 
MORE INTERNAL HEIGHT OR ARE DEEPER 
IN DIMENSION. THIS EXTRA SPACE IS USED 
TO FACILITATE MORE LIVING SPACES FOR 
EXTRA BEDROOMS. THIS INTERNAL HEIGHT 
PROVIDES MORE LIGHT PENETRATION AND 
CREATES A SENSE OF TRANQUILLITY. THE 
ADDED BALCONY ON THE FIRST FLOOR 
OF THE APARTMENTS HELPED TO CREATE 
MORE SOCIAL SAFETY AND PROVIDES AN 
EXTRA LAYER TO THE FACADE. THE HEIGHT 
HELPED TO CREATE MORE FLOOR AREA 
WITH THE SAME FOOTPRINT.
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SEE YOU IN THE FUTURE !


