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.0 PROLOGUE

For our final year 2013-2014 and graduation project we began

a collaboration to investigate our common fascination : The
Concrete Coastal Wall. One of the finest examples of this wall,
as a result of mass tourism, is on the Belgian coast. With over
twenty coastal cities within only 67 kilometres, the Belgian coast
is distinguished by the continuity of urban development and the
narrow width of its tourist infrastructure. The spatial development
of the 20th century formed the concrete coastal landscape and
made it a strong economic carrier. Currently, the coast is holding
convulsively to the past but it needs new opportunities to re-
vitalized the coastal area. The urgency to invest new thoughtful

ways of using space is big.

By completing research of the urban structure on different scales
we are able to understand the problems and search for new op-

portunities on the coast.

The relationship of the original landscape with the current urban
context is lost due to the growth of mass tourism. The original
landscape and the network of transport and water are now irre-
versible. At the moment, the original relief can be found in small
pieces of dunes which divide the seawall between each coastal
city. These dunes are protected to prevent the unbridled growth.
A new way of using land can be created to shape a new experi-

ence.

The Concrete Coastal Wall || Middelkerke

The coast is in a state of change. The demographic development
such as aging, urban migrants and increasing longevity makes
this an accelerated process. Due to the extreme aging popula-
tion, this project can be a precedent for the rest of Belgium and
the Netherlands. The high expectancy of life and political issues
will change policies regarding healthcare. However, how will this
change the coast and the coastal cities as a result of aging, and
how does this currently affect the built and un-built environment?

We named it “a health & welfare environment”.

22 december 2013, Sarah Stoffels & Renske Aben
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Network Belgian Coast
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Blankenberge Vision

&

The Belgian coast is in a state of change due to the colonization of retirement migrants. By creating a health & welfare
environment, a new coastal preventorium will have a positive impact on the area. By interweaving features such as
typologies of living, working and wellbeing become an integral part of the urban program. This zone connect the seawall
with the hinterland. This transformation strategy becomes the foundation for the symbiosis between the present and
future generations.

We no longer believe in the individual and one target group only. We’re looking for urban models that can be attractive
for starters, young families and the aging population. The coast of tomorrow is an environment where healthy aging has
a positive impact on development. It's an environment that stimulates the new professional opportunities for starters and
young families by connecting the knowledge(the elderly) in the public domain.

The current neighbourhoods of young and older people do not grow in harmony. However, these two areas of life do
need each other. A symbiosis is the coexistence of two different organisms in which the survival of one is dependent on
the other. We motivate/ strengthen this necessity by creating manifestos on both a spatial and a social level. Through a
symbiosis between life stages, a new healthy self-sufficient life form will arise. The regeneration continues.

If one looks at the present and past and feel the directions towards the future, we can observe the major diversity in
seasonal occupation (winter and summer), especially concerning stability and dynamics. The tuff transition between
the two zones, hinterland and seawall, and the major differences between the spacious functions there is mentioning
between coherence and mutual independence.

When one approaches the Belgian Coast regarding the value of seasonal occupation, we can see the tolerances
between summer and winter as a whole. The tolerances are the high activity during summer times and vacancies during
winter. The zone it is applying to needs to be redefined for the spacious intertwinement of winter and summer, so an
additional value comes into existence. This new zone works bilaterally. As such, the hinterland will be connected with the
seawall by means of these interventions. A dilatation gap comes into existence and becomes the corridor between the
woven functions. Economic principles will be vertically connected to this. Now the Coast has a single functional value,
where admittedly the economic values play a role, but where the dynamics between the present and future generations
remains undefined.

When we reformulate the design job, one can draw the conclusion that the aging of the permanent residents and their
accommodation promotes loss in quality. Blankerberge winter city and summer city. They are two separate worlds with
their own assets and habitation. So one can conclude that the occupation of this territory is happening by two target
groups who have joining conflicting interests. The social-economic factors and demographic shrink lead in the area,
is for some time already in a diminishing population during winter and an explosive growth during summer times. The
alternating composition has a less positive influence during building of age.

At the Coast the social-economic factors and seasonal shrink is already for some time leading to a decrease in the
mixed population, a changing structure of households and a less favorable building of age. This zone will be the means
to intervene.
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Vision

WINTER

low season

shrink

elderly

growth

elderly

CONFLICT
youth

NEW ZONE || INTERWEAVING

DEALING WITH THE TOLERANCE OF

SHRINK AND GROWTH

INTERACTIE
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.3 Overarching the Belgian Coast

13 De Panne .12 Koksijde .11 Oostduinkerke .10 Nieuwpoort .9 Westende .8 Middelkerke 7 Qostende 6 Bredene 5De Haan 4 Wenduine .3 Blankenberge .2 Zeebrugge .1 Knokke-Heist
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obsolescence

social isolation

S

density of population 4 poverty
373 km* 711 km? 11,7% 22,2%

00050

west-vlaanderen flemisch coast west-vlaanderen flemisch coast
disadvantaged neighborhood

N BUILD AREA belgian coast
INFRASTRUCTURE belgian coast

5 second residence

28%

second residence occupied
percentage total homes 100 days a year

Facts coast

.3 Overarching the Belgian Coast || MACRO

The spatial development of the 20th century formed the concrete coastal landscape and made it a strong economic carrier. But time is
changing, there is no touristic growth and the line is outdated. Tourism decreases which results in vacancy in apartments and commercial
spaces. The younger generations leave the coast for a dynamic life in the larger cities and the average age of the population increases,
not only by the aging population, but also by a large percentage of retirement migrants. Between 2002 and 2012 the number of over-65s
on the coast increased to 34.5%. If this trend continues, it would be 51% in 2040. The transformation from vital to dependency will require
more time. We consider the coast as an environment where health is the top priority. Every seaside town has its own spatial and social
characteristics. By further deepening these characteristics and to extend them through the health concept, every seaside town gets its own

identity. Meanwhile, this fact produces a global entity on a bigger scale.

1. The aging moves twice as fast compared to other parts in Belgium. Hence the living
circumstances are further more coming under pressure and new models in way of living

conditions and leisure are necessary to fulfill the necessary needs in the future.

2. With the migration of the elderly to the coast, one facet has been overlooked. The
loneliness in this vast group. Often they leave behind their family and social contacts inland. By

getting older, these contacts remain far more difficult to uphold due to the distance.

3. The high density at the coastline can be concluded from the development at the
seawall. At one small line, the housing is literally stomped out of the ground. But to the jump
in scale in the development, the connection with the hinterland is barely made. An additional

problem is that this axe is filled with secondary homes and remains empty for most of the year.

4. Another urban problem is the poverty amongst people. This is contradictory to the high

prices per square meter.

5. The current quality of living circumstances is base on an individual residence. In
many coastal municipalities, the amount of secondary residences is exceeding the number
of residential homes. In the course of a year, these residences are occupied 100 days. This
contains that the tissue of a seaside resort cannot meet in the needs to anticipate on a temporary

shrink or growth. A flexible city.
2 J. Vangelderen, Het grootste rusthuis van de wereld, Trends.be, 2013
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3.1 Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats

Because every coastal city operates by itself in view of its town-planning, its developments at macro scale wherein the area operates as
a whole, is far from obvious. Nonetheless the mayors of the coastal communities want to show their commitment by organizing meetings

amongst each other.3 Paramount in the meetings is the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats, which are manifesting in the area.

By investigating the different vision in policies and notes of the coastal city, it becomes evident that a joint vision is missing with regard to
the coastal towns. In these visions it becomes clear their needs for the common use of recreational facilities, sports, care and education.
On the contrary when decisions are to be made outside community boarders, competition breaks loose. As such these meetings amongst

mayors lost their good intentions.

By making the SWOT analysis, one can see the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. There prevails an atmosphere emitting

from the people and companionship promoting a good living standard and working climate.

3Sarah Stoffels & Renske Aben, interview Guy Devos afdelingshoofd STROM, Blankenberge, 08/12/2013
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3.2Coastal preventorium

For decades the coast has had an enormous attraction by the many institutions for people at risk of exposure to infectious diseases (health

Kaninginnelaan

centers/preventoriums) and holiday resorts spread out in the landscape. The area served as plug for the charging of batteries of young and

— @ ! old. Due to the living standard being poorer in earlier stages, this issue has partly gone lost. By going into depth in the concept/principle of
s ] a health center, the coastal health centers get a new meaning.

I I The preventorium must be self-sufficient and contains several features that function as a whole. These procedures refer to “War Hospital
-r I'Océan’ a world in itself.* It is conceived as a collection of separate pavilions. The functions are housed in different buildings but still there
i was a strong correlation. This reduces circulation and maintenance to a minimum.® These features are in constant interaction with already

existing surrounding functions. The functions housed in the preventorium relate to health and welfare.

euwpoortlaan
B The coastal area remains an environment that promotes the well being of the visitors in a positive manner, due to the combination of health
) and welfare. We are going to accommodate the living, working and well being in a united, combined fashion. The coastal health centers will

serve as a trigger function for the whole area.

ZEEDIJK

enaarslaa

I'ocean preventorium

Elderly pressure P{B5+)P(20-33 jaar) = %

18,50 34 %
ME-nas
S-S
| ERRCEECEURY

: e
ﬂ SAM AT ﬂ FREVENTORLM

elderly & preventorium

4. De Munck en L. Vandeweyr, Het hospitaal van de Koningin’ over het fronthospitaal L'Océan en de link met Koningin Elisabeth. 2013
®J. Wambacq L Verpoest H. Heynen, Het paleis op de heide, Architect Maxime Brunfaut en het sanatorium van Tombeeck. 2009

war || hospital
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3.3 Society shapes

For the first time in history of human kind, four, even five generations have started a new millennium.

The intergenerational approach. The idea has to be highlighted that solidarity between generations has to be strengthened. What emerges
to often is the gap between young and old. At the moment an encouraging vision for future faces in life is missing. These days where can
generations meet, have social contacts and create ties of solidarity outside of the family spheres? Usually this takes place in the working

and living environment, the social, cultural and sports facilities, within the different spaces of social living®.

By looking at the different referential projects we try to get a better insight in the working of the care of the elder facilities. What strongly
emerges from this is that no intergenerational approach is generated. Elderly residing in the “Residentials in Seniors-town Benidorm”,
“Retirement community Summerland hall Florida” and “Care farm De Hulst in Oterleek” are only focused on care, leisure and the elderly.

Nevertheless the care for the elderly is approached from different perspectives.

Aging and lifestyle. Vital mediores have different preferences than the needy seniors. Many lonely elderly (baby boomers who have relatively
not many children and divorced). Many isolated women (men dye sooner).

Aging and economy. The Silver Economy. The following aspects play a role: elderly (paid off mortgages) have more to spend, new products
come into existence and services for the elderly, the elderly who do no longer participate in the labor process.

Aging and politics. Political development in relation to the rising costs for care. More and more the costs are to be covered by the people

themselves.

It is well known that elderly and young people who live next to each other find it tough. But by the aging population, a new phase of life will
jeu de boules || Blankenberge, planning area
be created. The feeling to have a vivid standing in the society is big after retirement. The lack of social and cultural community facilities for

all target groups. Now one obtains services to young people with no understanding for all audiences. The professional service providers
are not trained to. Handle all audiences Therefore, it is a challenge to catch. Relations between the generations to avoid isolation, to build
a strong social fabric of knowledge transfer, reintegration, work and live as intergenerational process to consider. This generates new
opportunities for new forms of society.

The young professional is not at ease at the coast. But bearing in mind that the coast possesses a future, mediores, is big and with valuable

LEARNING EARNING RETURNING properties to show them the way in the playing fields.

it

:

.O\

il

MATURE ADULT MIDLIFE AGEING ADULT ELDERY LATE ELDERY SYMBIOSIS

PREVENTORIUM ' new vitality or re-vitality
Care: Contemplation:  Ego Integrity vs. Wisdom: Knowledge:
Generativity vs. Reflection and Despair Sharing knowledge Destitute

Stagnation self-reflection Generativity Care
Life wisdom

&M. Malki, Intergenerationele relaties: een uitdaging Colloquium georganiseerd door de Koning Boudewijnstichting 2008
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BENIDORM BASTERDS

community

residents

type of housing

n of staying

facilities

philosophy

BENIDORM || SPAIN

Residentials in Seniors-town Benidarm ||

100.280 (z00m
29,3%

rirgicdanis olhor fustonalitss

individual apanfmaenlt

AL [ 020090
E S B

300 days of sunshine social (solated from social life)

POOL, HOEBY CLUBS, ENTERTAINMENT, BEACH AND THE
REGULAR URBAMN FACILITIES

Mainly westherd inter-income elderly who came 1o the
Spanisch resort for social considerations. In the Netherlands
they often feel isolated from social life.

source : D ek naar sociale contacien, Ciga Ekslenkamp

FLORIDA || USA

Retiremeant community Summerland hall Florida ||

7200

\®

apartmem in gated community

‘Sell-preservalion i3

! number one, always.’
wornan i doaarentiny
Hinigs, Peant

thary longed o retire 1o a life of letsune to stay young

GOLF, TENNIS, EXERCISE, SWIMMING, BILLIARDS AND
PING PONG, COMPUTER CLASSES/CLUBS, ARTS AND
CRAFTS, CARDS, CLUBS, GOLF, BOWLING

Many people saw this as an opportunity to buy a little piace
of the American dream. We all struggle with the desire for
communily and independence and try to strike a balance
between those two things.

Scien | Maxl Avinun’s Caneghang and Health & Wel-Being channets, Gary Deovilch

r.)
,0e7) g@ o® 3 0®,009,
Xk Ao

“GATED" COMMUNITY

THE NETHERLANDS

Care farm De Hulst in Oterleek ||

16
850,6 m2

roam in ressdential group

CARE

omiorting and calming effect of animats

VEGETAELE GARDEN, AVIARY, HENHOUSE, BARNS FOR
SMALL AMNIMALS: RABBITS, CALVES AND SHEEP,
ACTIVITY ROOM AND COMMUMNAL LIVING ROOMS

The philosophy of "Farmology® is based on the original
values that underpin everything we do in daily life. It is a
fealing of living in the countryside, relax and do things
substantially.

RcRaon © Weksilo De Hulsl
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.4 Embedding Blankenberge in the urban web || MESO

The chosen location for our intervention is Blankenberge. This seaside town grew in the period of coastal tourism together with Ostend
and therefore developed in the century afterwards, obvious traces are left behind here due to the decline of mass tourism. The seafront
or Atlantic Waal quickly became the focal element for aimost all seaside towns, the place to see and to be seen and in the meanwhile
a lever and supervisor of urban development. Due to the development of the railway network to the coastal area, an anisotropic urban
development began. The arrival of the (coastal) tram and roads between cities creates an isotropic urbanization.” These urbanizational

zones grow towards each other, resulting in a continuous strip of buildings.

Metropolitaan Kustlandschap 2100, verkennende en methodologisch analyse van de Belgische Kust i.0.v. Team Vlaams Bouwmeester, Departement R.V. & M.O.W.
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Flemish Renaissance style
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huisje van Majutte
fisherman's cottage

1835 1840 1843 1850

Evolution - population growth Blankenberge

1859 1863 1870 1886 1886 1914 1919

BELLE EPOQUE

1650
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1860

cultural meeting places || central:

1875

el
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<2 k¢
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1895

law promenade
council: a construction
free zone for  stone floor
‘sea bathing'

railway tramline alexandre de creane
brugge - oostende - preventorium
blankenberge blankenberge

pavilion De Rycker cast iron pier

promenade
construction
wooden floor

1910

central meeting point tourisme

kursaal
Léon Malécot,
Originally a
community
building

1920

the ‘renewal’, the physical and psychological recovery.

1960

1970
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1*tgeneration

belle epoque villa :
1870- 1914

European bourgeoisie known

as a remarkable prosperity

2" generation
enhance existing
buildings :

+/- 1950-1960

After world wars

3" generation

appartment buildings :

Property development, everyone

wants a “home” on the sea

4" generation
appartment buildings
20:

Apartments rebuilt due to lack

of quality

4.1 The consequences of the mass tourism

There is huge vacancy among galleries, apartments and Belle Epoque seaside villas. This also caused that functions do not anymore

satisfy the current supply and quality proportions in relation to the price for one square meter.

When we look at the history of Blankenberge, the community is rich due to the fact that tourism had its flourishing period starting from end
of 18th century. Due to this one can find remnants of the rich and upper class period. With the arrival of mass tourism, some parcels at
the seawalls have started their fourth generation. The developers consider it a sport to sell the maximum square meters on most narrow
parcels. When we look at the architectonical image , all pretty elements, which give a building recognition, have disappeared. The archi-

tectonic image is based on the sea view.

The vacancy at the seawall has a connection with the remaining vision concerning “the boulevard”. Shopping in one of the not to distin-
guished shops has long passed. Particularly the young are looking for new ways of meeting and experience. This could be an opportunity

to again attract the masses at the seawall.

With the arrival of mass tourism the original economic bearer has moved to the background, the fishery. For Blankerberge, the connec-
tion that can be sought is the yacht port. That is one of the reasons why Blankenberge remains interesting as a coastal resort, due to the

modest competition existing amongst the Northerly situated resorts.

Blankenberge main motivation is to increase quality and affordability of housing and living conditions. Because Blankenberge still has a
positive population growth new residential typologies and new concepts for functions will reinforce this. Lifelong keep fit by encouraging a

healthy, active lifestyle, personal development and maintain, is also a target.

SARAH STOFFELS & RENSKE ABEN Research ‘ ‘ 20



4.2 Small city, big urban issues

Due to the fact that the city only counts 20.000 permanent residents, the number of habitants is modestly low. On the contrary the area
fights with enormous fluctuations in numbers of visitors. In high season the flow of visitors goes as high as 80.000 to 100.000 per day.

This factor is of course problematic for the local residents. The living standards decreases dramatically.

The problem arising is due to the history of the regional planning by Blankerberge. Because this is mainly centralized, it resulted in high

building. Little open space remains available. As a result the younger families have moved to the outskirts.

The center of Blankerberge is in need of green facilities and open public space. The wall to the sea has been erected and other means

for creating open space have to be administered.

winter summer

permanent residents : 20.000 permanent residents and tourism : 80.000 - 100.000
hotels - camping - b&b - rental park

SARAH STOFFELS & RENSKE ABEN Research ‘ ‘ 21



.5 Individualized building block || MICRO

The location is situated in the inner city where the occupational rate is highest. This has resulted in high-rise buildings, in big contrast with
the old monumental premises, which are still existing. This high-rise buildings creates a deviation from climatological circumstances at
the seawall, compared to the inner city. Therefore the living standards are less attractive for the local residents. Due to the high buildings,

downbursts are created. The streets situated vertically to the seawall are suffering from mechanical turbulence. Also here the individuali-

e zation is sensible which is being caused by the society: the *having” of their own peace of sea, in the form of an apartment.
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blankenberge blankenberge blankenberge blankenberge

december - february march - may june - august september - november
WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL
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5.1 Relations Seawall - Hinterland

Surrounding relationship with casino, church, square seawall

The situation of the chosen building blocks are a perfect example of the confrontation/interaction with the hinterland. The different func-
tions are surrounding the locations, which are of importance for the urban tissue. Such as the casino, library, church and the seawall.
Whereby the integration of the project can be implemented in the current urban tissue and in addition takes care of the intertwining of the

different functions.

At present there are different varieties in functions. The functions can be divided into four themes: The brain, the body, the senses and

the skin. A healthy mind in a healthy body. As such the bigger sport facilities are situated at the outskirts of the city and the little existing
secand residence [f] initiatives concerning hobby’s of the elderly are hidden and not visible for society.
EEE EEEE woncyhigh

Little cohesion between the different functions, fortunately the town of Blankenberge is aware of the issue and wants to stimulate the

mingling of functions. Therefore new forms of building and open space will come into existence.

wacanty hew

Ao T i R
| i S O e Y

building blocks public space squares
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5.2 Coastal Heritage

The protected architectural heritage is often pauperized and has lost its function in the past decades. The projects are likely halted by
the experienced project developers. The buildings are not a good investment due to the legal terms resting on the properties. Constantly

there is a search for other relocations, whereby demolition of existing properties is the main issue.

The houses, which are still very determining images for the heritage of Blankenberge, are situated around the Sint-Rochuschurch. These
secondary homes were erected as per the existing concept of “bel-etage civilian house” or coastal villa. These houses offered a solution
to the specific demands and problems in those days. The indented terras or veranda created an extra trump for curing in the health sea
breeze, without excessive exposure to the sunlight. These veranda are currently closed off by a window, but originally they could be
closed by a rolling shutter. From the street these verandas are accessible by an open stairs and was commonly decorated with glazed

tiles. The material is subject to erosion, caused by sand and salt layers. Glazed tiles are splendid material being subject to this

We have to deal with the redevelopment of existing buildings. The Belle époque seaside villas are the heritage of the rich past. Nowadays
the vacancy and neglect is high. These villas are located behind the high dense “wall” and have issues with a quantitative living space
and high square meter price. The buildings are protected, but this should not detract from a new function. The historical and cultural value

of the seawall residential buildings is nill. This in contrast with the high value of the concrete (and steel) construction for reuse.

]
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.6 Living environment

In Blankenberge, the pressure on environment is big due to the increase of secondary homes having appartementisation as a
consequence for availability. Because one does not take into consideration that the need for secondary homes shall come to a halt, a
heightened pressure is coming on the hinterland and the existing social fabric. Due to high prices in building land, mostly targeted at
secondary homes and apartment buildings, is an immediate threat to the preservation of valuable heritage. The change in the urban
BLANKENBERGE iikiiiiiii BLANKENBERGE fabric is going hand in hand with dense populated living areas. Facilities and services should be tailored to a strong changing velocity in
17.620 RESIDENTIAL UNITS iiiiiiiiiiii 19.337 INHABITANTS occupancy.t The perpetual increasing numbers of secondary homes at the coast have an immediate effect on the decreasing cost and
availability of the houses of the permanent residents. Especially the young families emigrate to the communities in the hinterland.
The secondary homes indirectly contribute to the settlement of elderly residents at the coast. From the time of retirement age,
a secondary home often becomes a permanent residence. Together with the degreening, the aging promotes the change in the

demographic and socio-economical profile of a coastal habitant.

i

FHTIREE

With an average age of 47,75, Blankerberge is ranked 6th on the list of Belgian communities with oldest residents.® The maintenance

=
=
=
=
S
=

and care taking of a home is often not feasible / overpriced. In Belgium 21,6% of the aged people have an income lower than the poverty

’ threshold.

The specific profile of owners holding secondary homes, older, highly educated and no children determines increasingly the average

AESTENTNN

Q

profile of visitors at the Coast. By the disappearing of the hotels in favor of the apartment buildings, today the Coast owns a less variable

2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd residence structure.
T5% 25 % 5% %
"ii"i " B g Blankerberg has realized that the secondary homes are the drive for the local economy. On one hand these secondary homes are

providing for additional stay overs and creates extra labor force. On the other hand these secondary homes diminishes the living
standard, by rising property costs and seasonal vacancies. Nevertheless Blankenberge is convinced that these secondary homes have to

be integrated into the urban development and not in separate communities.

¢|DEA Consult W. de Laat tweede verblijven aan de Kust: onderzoek naar het profiel, de effecten en een toolkit voor het beleid DEEL 4: TOOLBOX VOOR HET BELEID
*Memorandum Goed wonen van levensbelang! Woonbeleid en ouderen in Blankenberge, stedelijke seniorenaad Blankenberge & Viaamse ouderenraad, februari 2012
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6.1 Residential stock

We differentiate the following housing typologies as per location:

Blankenberge in 2010 possesses over 17.260 residences. Of about 9.654 occupied homes, 6.719 are over 25 years of age. This means

The seawall that strong aging of the housing is present and which have not adapted to the current customer demands. The living standards are often
1. Apartment buildings small plot . . . . " . .

below average and it can also not be ignored that the visual attraction of the Coast is influenced in a negative manner. On the current
2. Apartment buildings broad plot

housing market, 45% of the habitants are also the owners and 54% do not own properties.

Hinterland (central area) By means of housing typology investigation for the small urban area of Blankerberge the current net surface of the most occurring

: Family homes housing facilities became known. Blankerberge possesses a variety on housing typologies with the accompanying living spheres. This
4. Bel-etage civilian homes Belle Epoque . - .

gives Blankerberge the characteristics of a city.
5. Row-houses / linked houses
o Semi detached singly-family houses Elderly owners are not capable in maintaining their properties in a decent fashion. Because one has to differentiate between owners/
7. Detached single-family houses

letters and actual owners.

In the past Blankerberge was suffering with housing of below average quality. But now the housing have to meet certain criteria. The most

important criteria is the net-livable surface.

Enclosed apartmeant Enclesed apartmani Bal-glage residential house Multifamily dwalling Row House Semi detached Detached house
Large plot Emall plot

min m2 . siuvdio; 40m3 min m2 ; stedio; 40m3

min m2 - aparimant | badroom: S0md min m2 : aparimani 1 Bedroom: S0m3
mii m2 . apartment 2 bodioomn! ESm2 min m2 ; agpariment 2 Bediooms: BSm2
min m2 . apariment 3 badroome: &0m3 min m2 : wparimant 3 pedrogme: AOm2
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PLOTS || square meters

@ dilapidation
@ patch of land
@ unoccupled

© for sale | rent

000 = square melers

. 7 Public domain

The public domain is a place where meeting is encouraged. This is the public space with the related health and welfare functions. Socio-
cultural and sport associations such as, Radio Amateurs, Cineclub, Drama Club, Local history club, etcetera are placed mainly in the
“attic”. By connecting these functions to the public domain, cooperation and interaction are stimulated and contributes a population of

variety ages who can learn from each other.

Blankenberge attempted to qualify various forms of cultural expression for a reasonable price. The clubs constitutes a coherent network.
Studies show that people who are actively involved in a club, have a bigger and more intense social network. They are less susceptible

and serves as a safety net against social isolation.
In the research of WES, they suggests a brain drain during the labor life, and the will return after retirement. The coast should be made
attractive for young people to remain live (defensive) or moved (offensive). However, only through several measures this can may be

achieved.

The exchange between the generations generates space for hobbies and leisure. The younger generation benefits from new employment

and the new diversity of the environment that the symbioses brings.
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smoothies :
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Bookshop
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o me sweet home | | family man
I host
Food
/ cook
Enterprising
Social Thrill ,QQ‘?’ "% h '. B i ] . specialty shops
Sailor
Culture
knowledge is widespread along the coast, but is has to come improving and reinforce the image of the West Flemish higher
together for sharing and exchanging. through meeting places and education and student cities, encouraging a climate for innovation
meeting facilities, elderly can present themselves to the outside in business, a sufficiently attractive leisure and cultural offer and
world and continue to contribute in the society a well-developed public transport network
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7.1 Life coasting . lab

At the point where industry and digital technology meet, as well as entrepreneurship and participatory commitment, Fab Labs are
expanding across the globe. With aims and resources that are sometimes radically different, they nevertheless form a powerful

community network."

Fab lab is a workshop operating as a network and is open to the public. The aim is to produce anything with new techniques or old
handcraft. It can be used by a do-it-yourselfer, students, new entrepreneurs or the hobbyist. It's one big garage, that room that's missing

in the stock of housing on the coast. By sharing machines it's reducing the cost and stimulates interaction between young and old.

CREATIVE COFFEE HOUSE
incubator for young creatives and entrepreneurs

WELL-BEING
a powerful community sauna - massage - yoga

netwark

ROOM FOR OFFICE SPACE AND MEETINGS
clubhouse // office for starters

10Camille Bosqué, FAB LABS, ‘AA, june 2013)
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