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Preface
My interest in the cocoa industry was first inspired by the broadcasts of the Keuringsdienst van Waarde. This Dutch consumers programme reported on slavery in the cocoa sector. After talks with Mrs. Van den Haspel about possible subjects of my final thesis, I decided to write my thesis on slavery in the cocoa industry. While writing my thesis, my interest in the cocoa industry, and chocolate grew. I always thought that chocolate is an established product, which is made in a certain way, and will be made in that way in the future as well. While doing research and learning more about this industry, I found out that I should reconsider this opinion. 
Nonetheless, I believe that the research could not have been made without the help of others. There are a few people I would like to thank. These persons have helped me in various ways, while I wrote my thesis. I am grateful to my supervisor, Mrs. Marjo van den Haspel, who has, in addition to reading and commenting, stimulated me while finishing this thesis. Also, I would like to thank my family and friends who have been supportive as well. My special thanks go to those who were willing to proofread and commented my thesis. With the help of these people, it was made possible to finish this thesis.
In this thesis, I have used APA-style for referencing for almost all sources. I have made an exception for judicial sources, while I have used Leidraad voor juridische auteurs for that. These rules are set up by Commissie Leidraad and published by Kluwer. I chose to use this style of referencing while these rules are especially made for Dutch jurisdiction, and the major part of the legal texts used is Dutch. 
Laura Hoogwerf

The Hague, June, 2007
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Caise de stabilisation et de soutien des prix des producteurs
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Chocolate Manufacturers Association

EU


European Union

ICCO


International Cocoa Organisation

ICCPR


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ILO


International Labour Organization
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Keuringsdienst van Waarde
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Radio Volksuniversiteit
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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United Nations
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United Nations International Childrens Fund
1 Introduction

Chocolate, in different sorts, is eaten a lot in the Netherlands.  It accompanies tea in the afternoon, but it is also eaten at breakfast as ‘hagelslag’ on bread.  Thus, chocolate is eaten daily by many people. However, it is not clear to all these people where the ingredients actually come from or how chocolate is made. This has changed a little after Teun van de Keuken’s broadcasts of a Dutch television program called Keuringsdienst van Waarde [KvW]. This consumers program highlighted labour conditions on West African cocoa plantations in various broadcasts of KvW. The KvW even started producing its own chocolate bar, Tony’s Chocolonely. This bar is claimed to be 100% guaranteed slave-free. That made me wonder, and I questioned, “What is the added value of the production of a 100% slave-free chocolate bar?” The following pages will answer this question.   

Before this question can be answered, there has to be given attention to important factors and actors in the cocoa industry as well as the chocolate industry. These are the countries of origin, international organisations, regulations, producers, Fair-trade organisations, importers, consumers, and the media. 

First, in Chapter Two there will be a description on where cocoa, which is the main ingredient of chocolate, originates.  It is important to note that cocoa is the only ingredient that will be evaluated and thus not the other ingredients of chocolate like sugar or milk.  The Dutch chocolate market, in particular, will be evaluated.  The main supplying countries of cocoa beans are Ghana and Ivory Coast, which are both West African countries. The former is the producer of around 20% of Dutch cocoa imports, and the latter is the origin of approximately 80% of the Dutch cocoa imports. That is why these two countries are described.  In the following pages, we will evaluate a short historical profile for each nation, a brief summary of the current political situation, the importance of cocoa to these countries and also the inner-workings of their educational systems.
This will be followed by a chapter on the status of slavery, Chapter Three. It begins with a short history of slavery. After that, there is a portrayal of treaties of the United Nations [UN] and what this means for slavery. If there is a treaty, does this mean that there is a substantial influence for slaves? Or, does this mean that there should be more regulation on this very topic? It is at least interesting to know that the UN is not the only treaty making organisation on slavery, slave trade or labour. The International Labour Organization [ILO], does this as well, with the ILO Convention 182 “Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention”. It is remarkable that this convention is adopted by several other organisations, which are active in the chocolate/cocoa industry. This indicates that there are, indeed, child labour problems on the cocoa plantations and that the cocoa industry takes measures to ban cocoa beans grown with the worst forms of child labour. Because, by signing the Protocol –the chocolate industry calls the ILO Convention 182 a Protocol– the chocolate industry forces itself to take measures and it recognises that there is a problem to be solved.
These cocoa plantations, on which there is slave labour, are owned by small-farmer owners. This is illustrated in the second chapter. However, the fourth chapter elaborates on slave labour by looking at trade agreements made by the Fair-Trade Organisation, Max Havelaar. This organisation gives higher remunerations to farmers for the cocoa bought. The payments of Fair-Trade cocoa are higher than the cocoa prices on the international market. Also, the organisation has its own quality mark. If a product carries this quality mark, then consumers know that the farmers received a fair price for their goods. 
Teun van de Keuken, one of the journalists of Keuringsdienst van Waarde, thought it would be easier to investigate the chocolate industry by taking part in it. Thus, he produced his own choclate bar, Tony’s Chocolonely, which is claimed to be “100% guaranteed slave-free.” A Dutch chocolate importer lodged a complaint against Van de Keuken, the producing company of KvW, the broadcasting company of the KvW and Tony’s Factory, which is the producer of the Tony’s Chocolonely chocolate bars. The main question during this trial was “Is the claim 100% slave-free legal or not?” This chapter ends with a comparison between Fair-trade and regular chocolate. The chapter will also question what is better for the farmers or for the international cocoa market. Also, there will be taken al look at the best long-term solution.
Thus the fourth chapter deals with a judicial case against Van de Keuken. The fifth chapter elaborates on another trial against Van de Keuken. However, an interesting fact in this case is that Van de Keuken is the one who lodged a complaint against himself. He wanted to be condemned for eating chocolate derived from cocoa that was harvested by slaves. He reasoned that if manufacturing chocolate created from illegally-produced cocoa was illegal, then eating it would be illegal too. In his eyes, eating such chocolate is an act of receiving, which is prohibited by Dutch criminal law. Receiving is “the crime of buying and selling stolen goods” (Longman Dictionary, 2003, p. 1369). Van de Keuken was supported (or worked against) by four ex-slaves and 2,136 consumers; these complainants wanted a condemnation of Van de Keuken. Thus they helped him in his fight against chocolate made by slaves; on the other hand they worked against him as a person. They all complained about the fact that Van de Keuken ate chocolate made from cocoa grown by slaves. In this case, the judge decided whether people can continue eating chocolate produced with slave labour or whether it is an illegal act.
The subsequent chapter will elaborate on the opinion of Van de Keuken on slavery in West Africa. According to Van de Keuken, there is slavery in this region. His opinion is disputed by a Dutch economic journalist, Vincent t’Sas, who lives and works in Ivory Coast. He argues that there is no slavery occurring in this region and that the child labour should be seen as a good trend, because the children working on the plantations are learning how to be cocoa farmers. In an article, t’Sas notes to Unicef [United Nations International Childrens Fund] as well. He says that the expression, “child slave,” which is used by Van de Keuken, was once used by Unicef. Nowadays, the expression “child slave” is replaced by “child exploitation”. One can question whether not using this expression means that that slavery does not exist anymore, this will be answered in Chapter Six. Unicef stands out in the fight against on-going slave labour and is, in my view, trying to make sustainable changes against child labour.

The paper concludes with a resolution to the thesis.  The conclusion contains the answer to the central question of this document, “What is the added value of the production of a 100% slave-free chocolate bar?” Also, there will be given recommendations on what would be an improvement for the cocoa industry and especially for those who work on the cocoa plantations.
2 The origin of cocoa


2.1 Origin of cocoa sold in the Netherlands

In the Netherlands, the chocolate market is an established market. The returns on the consumer market are over half a billion euros per year from 2004-06 (Studiecentrum Snacks en Zoetwaren Benelux, 2007, p.8). There is a slight growth in consumption in 2006 compared to 2005. In 2005, the total chocolate consumption was 75.7 millions kg; in 2006 this augmented to 77.6 million kg (Studiecentrum Snacks en Zoetwaren Benelux, 2007, p. 5).  A part of the consumption of chocolate takes place in the Netherlands, however, chocolate does not originate in this country. Cocoa, which is the main ingredient of chocolate, is mostly grown in Western Africa and South America, see map 1. The production of cocoa, in the way we know now, started in the colonial period, and still cocoa trees are grown in post-colonial countries. During this colonial era the production of cocoa started being a good of economic importance. Now, cocoa is an important means of export for both the Ivory Coast and Ghana (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p.13).  

[image: image1.png]



Map 1. Cacao producers (Sweet Riot, 2005, “Cacao Map”). 

In an interview T. Baas, director of the Dutch Vereniging voor de Bakkerij en Zoetwarenindustrie (English: Union for Bakery and Sweets industry), said the following: 

“The cocoa used in chocolate products sold in the Netherlands originates from the Ivory Coast and Ghana, whereas the Ivory Coast is the main supplier for cocoa, for chocolate products in the Netherlands. Around 80% of the cocoa in the Netherlands comes from Ivory Coast, while the other 20% are imported from Ghana. The reason for this is taste; the taste of cocoa differs per country. The origin of cocoa and thus the taste of cocoa have an influence on the taste of chocolate. The Dutch like the taste chocolate of the Ivorian and Ghanaian cocoa” (T. Baas, personal interview, March 22, 2007).

Thus, the cocoa used in Dutch chocolate is mostly from Ivory Coast, but some is also from Ghana. To understand these countries, it is necessary to evaluate their unique history, political situation and educational system. It is important to have an overview of these factors, because they will provide an idea on how these countries are managed and what the impact of the cocoa industry is in these countries. Thus, if possible, there will be a connection between these countries’ issues and the cocoa industry. 
2.2 Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast is a West African country.  It shares borders with Liberia, Guinea, Burkina Faso and Ghana, see Appendix I “Map of Africa and West Africa”.
2.2.1 History of Ivory Coast
France was the former coloniser of Ivory Coast. The common history of these countries started in 1893, when France declared Ivory Coast as its colony. This declaration had a strong influence on the lives of the Ivorians. An example is that the French wanted the Ivorians to grow coffee beans, cocoa, and palm oil. However, at the time, the Ivorians did not really respond to the quest for these products. Eventually, the Ivorians started growing these goods (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 13). However, the agricultural restructuring is not the only transformation driven by the French. In the colonisation policy of France, there was an emphasis on cultural superiority. This means that the French culture was imposed on the Ivory Coast (Calvert & Calvert, 2001, p.5). 
Ivory Coast has a history in labour, and it has welcomed migrant workers from surrounding countries, see Appendix I “Map of Africa and West Africa”. Burkinabé have been working in Ivory Coast while the French used Burkina Faso as a worker’s reservoir. Nowadays, there are still Burkinabé voluntary coming to Ivory Coast for work. It is said that there are also migrants in Ivory Coast from Burkina Faso who were forced to go there (I. Janssen, personal interview, March 5, 2007). This has been the case during the last decades. However, changes occurred during the last four and a half years, while rebellions have been chasing away the Burkinabé and people from Mali. A reason for this is that the foreigners make money in the cocoa industry as peasants and the rebels want to keep the jobs for themselves. On the other hand, not all the Ivorians share the thoughts of the rebellions, the cocoa farmers for example are unhappy with the new situation, because the production has fallen, whereas the work force continues to decline (BBC, “Ethnic split stirs Ivory coast crisis” para. 1,2,5,6,9,10. section “Militia groups” para. 6).

2.2.2 Political situation

As previously noted, Ivory Coast is a former French colony. Before and after the independence in 1960, Mr. Felix Houphouët-Boiny played an important role in Ivorian politics. When Ivory Coast was still a colony of France, he was an MP in the French National Assembly (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p.21). During their time as colonisers, the French made it possible for people from the colonised countries to become members of the French National Assembly in Paris (Van der Veen, 2005, p.34). After the independence from France in 1960, Houphouët-Boiny became President and was re-elected in all the elections in which he participated, until his death in 1993 (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 21). His successor was Mr. Henri Konan Bédié, who was the president of the Ivorian National Assembly when Houphouët-Boiny died. In Ivory Coast, the president of the National Assembly has to succeed the President when he dies. From the independence of Ivory Coast until the end of the 20th century, Ivory Coast was a politically stable country, when compared to countries in the region (US Department of State, 2006, “Background Note: Côte d’Ivoire”, section “Independence”, “1999 coup and aftermath”). 

As said before, towards the end of the 20th century, the stability of Ivory Coast changed. On 24 December 1999, there was a bloodless coup.  This was the country’s first coup since its independence in 1960. After the coup of 1999, there have been various coup attempts (US Department of State, 2006, “Background Note: Côte d’Ivoire”, section “1999 coup and aftermath”). This shows some kind of instability. However, these coup attempts are not the only struggles Ivory Coast has to deal with. Another example comes to attention while discussing the last trends in Ivory Coast, one may note that in recent years the nation has faced countless political struggles. There are ethnic challenges which have been described in the former paragraph. These struggles affect the cocoa industry as well, because peasants from Mali and especially Burkina Faso have been forced to return to their home countries. Even second generation foreigners who are born in Ivory Coast are returning to the northern countries from which they came (BBC, “Ethnic split stirs Ivory coast crisis” para. 7-10).

Thus, what is important to know about the politics in Ivory Coast, is that the country had a stable political situation from its independence until the end of the 20th century. At that moment, a period of instability erupted. This is not good for the country because tensions and dissatisfaction among its inhabitants will be caused in a country with an instable political system. Moreover, these instabilities hit the cocoa sector as well, because many peasants are from abroad and countless foreigners are fleeing the country.
2.2.3 The importance of cocoa

The importance of cocoa in Ivory Coast will be measured by taking a look at the work force, the role of the government, and economic factors.

Cocoa is an important agricultural product for Ivory Coast. The cocoa plantations are family run, which means that small numbers of people are working on plantations. As a result, not only paid workers are working on plantations but also the children of farmers (I. Janssen, personal interview, March 5, 2007). Many families are involved in the cocoa production process. Yet, it is noteworthy that the cocoa plantations are mostly situated in the middle of Ivory Coast, however, coffee plantations and forests are situated in this region as well (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p.18). Thus, cocoa is not the only agricultural product and it is not widespread over the country, but concentrated in the country’s centre.
In 1963, a few years after the independence of Ivory Coast, the Caise de stabilisation et de soutien des prix des producteurs [CAISTAB] was founded. This institution was a governmental organ. The government purchased agricultural products from the farmers and resold them at the international market. In the first decennia this was a profitable institution; however, as soon as the world market prices for cocoa fell, this was no longer profitable for the Ivorian government (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 42). Nowadays, the CAISTAB is no longer the international reseller for Ivorian cocoa since its role and form have changed. Now, it serves as more of an advisory organ; it provides guidelines concerning prices for agricultural products. Next to this, the CAISTAB is divided into four new organisations. It consists of l'Autorité de Régulation du Café et du Cacao [ARCC], the Bourse du Café et du Cacao [BCC] and the Fonds de Régulation et de Contrôle [FRC], and Fonds de Développement et de Promotion des activités des Producteurs de Café et de Cacao [FDPCC] , which represent the producers. The trade in Ivorian cocoa is now a process of free-market trade (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 43; Cacao.ci, para.2, 6, 7). 

Ivory Coast has the largest cocoa production in the world. In the late 1980s there was a fall in the world market prices for cocoa, this resulted in the market prices being even lower than the production costs for the farmers. This had a result on the every day lives of the Ivorians. That is why the government had to make structural policy changes to boost the economy. These structural changes were especially made in education and health sectors (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 40).  Despite this, the Ivorian economy went down during the uproar in the beginning of this century (US Department of State, 2006, “Background Note: Côte d’Ivoire, section “Major Trends and Outlooks”, para. 5). The production of cocoa is 90% of the foreign exchange earnings of Ivory Coast (CIA – The World Factbook - Côte d’Ivoire, 2007, “Economy”, para. 5). According to Adwan (2002), who wrote on the Eurometer website, it is  predictable that the foreign exchange earnings from cocoa can change drastically if the government remains unstable (“Cocoa in crisis”, para. 5).
2.2.4 Illiteracy is a struggle for Ivory Coast
There is a high illiteracy–rate amongst the Ivorians; despite the fact that children from 6-12 years old have to go to school (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 28). Unfortunately, the educational institutions do not have enough capacity to facilitate the needs of all children (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p. 31). Especially people who are low on the socio-economic ladder have difficulties finding a school for their children. Immigrants often face these difficulties. Reasons for this are that immigrants do not have enough money, and they do not have ‘relations’ with important people. These ‘relations’ can help one or the other a lot, while cronyism and nepotism are occurring often in different layers of society. This means that many children are not able to go to school and that over half of the people are illiterate. This means that 50% of the male adults are illiterate; the illiteracy-rate for female adults is even higher, representing 70% of the women (Van ‘t Rood, 1999, p.28). Max van de Berg, a Member of European Parliament, thinks, according to Ms. Janssen who is an assistant of Max van de Berg, that children from all over the globe should have the ability to go to school. This would change the living standard, and would also, according to Van der Berg, reduce child labour and slavery (I. Janssen, personal interview, March 5, 2007; PvdA/Max van den Berg, 2007, “Allemaal naar school!” para. 1, 2). Thus, solving the illiteracy problems in Ivory Coast will have a positive effect on the country’s labour conditions. 
2.3 Ghana

Ghana is a West African country; it borders Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, and Togo, see Appendix I “Map of Africa and West Africa”.
2.3.1 History of Ghana

During the last centuries, Ghana has been an important link in slave trade. Even before the colonial period, there was slave trade occurring in West-Africa. There are estimations that between 50% and 75% of the inhabitants of the Gold Coast, which is in the southern part of current Ghana, were slaves before the Europeans came (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 8). The slave trade continued during the colonial period. They were traded in the Gold Coast, however, they were taken from the northern part of current Ghana country. This region in the North is now called the Northern Territories. The Northern Territories is still sparsely populated. It is said that the sparse population coupled with the undeveloped economy of this region, when compared to the economy in the south, can be subscribed to the slave trade by the Europeans (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 13). The economic differences between the north and south of Ghana continue to cause tensions in the country (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 20). 

Ghana is a former British colony. Mr. Kwame Nkrumah played an important role for the independence of Ghana (Calvert & Calvert, 2001, p.6). Ghana became independent in 1957 and was declared a republic in 1960, by Nkrumah, and a few years later, in 1964, he declared himself president for life (BBC On this day, 2007, section, ”In context” para. 1.). He was educated in the West and governed Ghana after its independence in a national-socialist way (Calvert & Calvert, 2001, p.6). 
2.3.2 Political situation

After the independence of the African countries, there was the idea that the African countries should unite to create one pan-Africa. One of the advocates for this union was the Ghanaian Nkrumah. This is not strange because the British did not have the incentive to keep strong ties with the former colonies. After the independence, there was not a strong bond between both the UK and Ghana, and thus, there was space left for a new idea or country (Van der Veen, 2002, p. 34). A pan-African country was never established; instead an Organisation of African Unity [OAU] was established. The main aim of this organisation is to keep the borders of the Afcrican countries in the way the colonisers made them (Van der Veen, 2002, p. 21). However, the safeguarding of the African borders was not the main aim of the OAU.  In fact, there is not one main aim for the OAU but instead a mixture of aims launched by the founding of the OAU (Meredith, 2005, p 143; Calvert & Calvert, 2001, p.191). According to Calvert & Calvert, (2001) these aims were “eradication of colonialism, the encouragement of economic cooperation, and the resolution of disputes among member states” (p. 191).

Under the constitution, the independent nation of Ghana became a republic (Van der Veen, 2002, p.29). It was governed by Nkrumah in a socialist way. However, during the years after independence, Ghana underwent several coups and military regimes (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p.16; Blanchard & Lemaire, 1996, pp 36-37).  Due to the fact that the coups occurred in succession, the social circumstances decreased as well (Van der Veen, 2002, p. 29). Nowadays, there is a more stable government and more democracy. However, the ethnic dissimilarities in politics can still cause internal conflicts. Ghana does not have a solid unity in terms of population; which could be a threat in the near future (Dijksterhuis, 2005, pp. 67-68). 

The different ethnicities are important in current Ghanaian society and politics. The two main ethnicities are the Ashanti and the Fanti. During the colonial era this ethnic differences led to armed conflicts between these two groups. Nowadays, the Ashanti are seen as the slave traders by the Fanti. That is why the difference between these ethnicities is still a delicate matter (Dijksterhuis, 2005. p. 6). However, there are also other issues when it comes to ethnic background, that will be discussed in the following paragraphs.
In Ghana, people with several different religions are living together: there are Muslims, Christians, and followers of native, local religions. However, these different beliefs do not cause the ethnic disparities within the country that are accountable for tensions (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 25). Corruption is, next to the ethnic dissimilarities, another source of tensions as the government and its officials are adding an average of 10% charge for services. The extra 10 % earned disappears in the hands of the government or the official receiving it (Meredith, 2005, pp. 172-173). 
When ethnic disparities and corruption come together, tribalism can arise. This is favouring a person of the same ethnic group over a person from another ethnic group. Tribalism is not fair and in the past, it has lead to conflicts. This made tribalism a taboo, which people deny is occurring. However, tribalism takes place in many layers of society and finds it roots in the whole country. Due to tribalism, decision making is not an easy process. The difficulty of decision making makes it hard to do business with a Ghanaian (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 25). This view is also expressed by Meredith (2005, pp. 172-173).  He states that “both local businessmen and businesses from abroad have to pay 10 % extra to politicians or to the party which is in power before coming to an agreement”. Tribalism and corruption are serious threats for any society, especially when it is integrated in different layers of society, like in Ghana. Solving the problem of tribalism is a challenge for the Ghanaians, a solution would be better for the cocoa industry as well.
2.3.3 The importance of cocoa 
While taking a look at the importance of cocoa, it is important to look at economic factors as well. This will be done first before taking a look at the size of the cocoa industry. 

Ghana’s name during the colonial period, Gold Coast, reveals that gold is one of the raw materials which can be found there. However, the export of cocoa is, in terms of money the most important article of trade. Ghana is, just like Ivory Coast, not a natural habitat for the cocoa plant, whereas it was brought to Ghana by the colonisers, the British. Despite this, cocoa crops are now growing in the south of Ghana. During the 1960s Ghana was the world’s leading cocoa producing country; however, it has lost its number one position to Ivory Coast due to inefficiency and crop diseases. Nowadays, most of the Ghanaian cocoa which is shipped from the harbours of Takoradi and Tema are destined to Amsterdam. A major part of the Dutch chocolate industry is situated in the surroundings of Amsterdam (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 39). 

After the independence of Ghana from Great Britain, there was a dam built in the north of Ghana to provide hydro-electronic power. This was co-financed with money borrowed from the World Bank. The ground for the realisation of the power installation was industrialisation and thus development. Despite the fact that there was bribery and corruption during the negotiation and building of the dam, it is still working and supplying in energy. The energy made by the plant boosted the economy. Nonetheless, the economic position of Ghana must be attributed by cocoa. Thus, when the cocoa prices decreased in the mid-1960s, the economy went down as well (Calvert & Calvert, 2001, pp. 212-213). This example illustrates once more that the corruption is rooted in the society, besides; it shows that the Ghanaian economy is relying on the cocoa industry.
In Ghana, cocoa is mostly harvested by individual farmers. The farms are typically family run and the cocoa is sold to cooperations (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 32; I. Janssen, personal interview, March 5,  2007). A major part of the cocoa is not processed in Ghana itself and the processing industry in Ghana has declined. This decline took place during the government’s policy of privatisation. During that period, state-owned enterprises were sold to (foreign) investors, coupled with inefficiency, this has led to less and less cocoa processing in Ghana. Ghana is more of an agricultural country than an industrial one, while it has over 60% of its labour force working in agriculture, (US Department of State, 2006, “ Background Note: Ghana”, section “Economy”, para. 1, section “Economic Development”, para. 15). The fact that Ghana is more of an agricultural country, with a small processing industry makes the international prices for cocoa of utmost importance to its economy. If the international cocoa prices fall, then the Ghanaian economy will slow down as well. 
The harvests of the cocoa beans play an important role as well. Cocoa grows in trees, and after the wet season, the cocoa beans can be harvested. Harvesting is, as said before, done by whole families. Grandparents are helping and children are doing as much as they can as well; this could be seen as child labour. All the same, this does not mean that these children cannot go to school, because a part of the profit is often used for the costs for education (Dijksterhuis, 2005, pp. 38-39). 
There are international organisations which are trying to improve the standards for people working in the production of cocoa. The Dutch organisation, Max Havelaar, is a fair-trade organisation which is trying to make a difference for people in Third World countries. This is done by building schools, infrastructural improvements e.a.. These incentives are paid by the extra remuneration which is received by the cocoa corporation. It works as follows: cocoa farmers can join a cocoa cooperation; in Ghana this cooperation is called “Kuapa Kokoo”. The cooperation buys the cocoa from the farmers. Kuapa Kokoo resells it for a set minimum price, which is $1.600 per metric ton with a bonus of $150 per metric ton. However, when the international market price for cocoa exceeds the Fair Trade price, the world market price will be paid as well as the $150 per metric ton bonus. This is a good system; nonetheless it is a pity that the market share of Fair Trade cocoa is so little. Whereas the market share of cocoa sold under fair-trade conditions is only 3%. (Fair Trade/Max Havelaar, 2006, section “Over de Cocoamarkt”, para. 5 “Kuapaa Kokoo (Ghana)” para. 3). The working method of Fair Trade, or Max Havelaar, will be further discussed in Chapter Three.

2.3.4 Ghanaian school system

Elementary schools are free, thus there is no tuition fee, in Ghana. Nonetheless, 15-20% of the children do not attend a school. Despite that no tuition fee has to be paid, education is not free in Ghana. This might sound strange, however, extra costs for education have to be made when a child attends a school; examples are uniforms and compulsory remedial teaching. There is a difference per school for the charges for extra costs. There are elite schools where the extra costs are unaffordable for farmers. However, there are also schools with lower extra costs. In the previous paragraph there was an explanation of the importance of cocoa. We saw, that children help in the harvesting seasons to raise money for schools, the above points out that the schools cost money despite the fact that education is free. The bottom line is that child labour on the Ghanaian cocoa farms happens for a reason, which is that schools are costing money. Knowing this, it is interesting to see that next to the fact that attending a school is not free, and still a child does attend an elite school, this still does not necessarily mean that the child will be admitted to a good secondary school. This is when the ethnic background and good relations come across, these two factors are typically much more important than diplomas. In addition to this, the overall quality of Ghanaian education is poor, whereas diplomas are often awarded after gambling at an exam or via an acquaintance, for instance tribalism (Dijksterhuis, 2005, pp. 29-32). A consequence of the low ratio of school attending children is the low number of literate children, which is, among Ghanaians from the age of 15, 54,1% in the year 2003 (UNDP, 2005, p.233). According to Van de Keuken, slavery and child labour are caused by poverty (KvW, 2007, para.5). However, he does not link the poverty to the level of literacy. As said before, Max van den Berg thinks that education can make a change for the children in the Third World, and thus for children on the cocoa plantations (I. Janssen, personal interview, March 5, 2007; PvdA/Max van den Berg, 2007, “Allemaal naar school!” para. 1, 2).
2.4 Developing countries

Almost all African countries have been colonised and decolonised as well. The big wave of independence started after the end of WWII. This makes the African countries relatively young compared to the Netherlands and other western countries in the EU (Blanchard & Lemaire, 1996, pp. 55-57). Since these countries are relatively young, the governments are relatively instable; cronyism and nepotism can be experienced in every day life while it is integrated in countries’ cultures. Besides, there is a difference between inhabitants within a country: there are different ‘classes’. This means that people with the oldest right to landownership have a higher social standard than ‘new’ people from neighbouring countries; immigrants have a lower social status (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 19). Within African countries there are different clans living together, however, the relationship amongst the clans is not always peaceful and friendly. Thus, it is not really strange that Ivory Coast and Ghana are facing the difficulties as those described above. 

2.5 Conclusion

The two main suppliers of cocoa in the Netherlands are Ivory Coast and Ghana. Both countries’ economies are depending on the incomes on the cocoa harvests. However, not only there is a strong economic importance of cocoa in these countries, but also immigrants are relying on the production of cocoa and vice versa, for Ivory Coast. In addition, the families are relying on it as well for whole families are working on plantations, in Ghana. Thus, the cocoa industry is important to the micro and macro economies of both Ivory Coast and Ghana.
3 Status of slavery

In the previous chapter we saw that chocolate sold in the Netherlands is made from cocoa grown in Ghana and Ivory Coast. This chapter will give an explanation of the international labour regulations available, which apply to slavery in the cocoa industry. There is an overall emphasis on the labour conditions in the countries from where cocoa, used in Dutch chocolate, originates. Before discussing the legal status of slavery, it is interesting to know that the definition of slavery is. The United Nations describe slavery in article 1 sub 1 of the 1926 Slavery Convention as follows: 
(1) Slavery is the status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.
However, slavery is not the only topic in this chapter, also slave trade will be discussed, and therefore the definition of slave trade is noteworthy as well. The United Nations give a definition of slave trade in the 1926 Slavery Convenion in article 1 sub 2, which is:
2) The slave trade includes all acts involved in the capture, acquisition or disposal of a person with intent to reduce him to slavery; all acts involved in the acquisition of a slave with a view to selling or exchanging him; all acts of disposal by sale or exchange of a slave acquired with a view to being sold or exchanged, and, in general, every act of trade or transport in slaves. 
3.1 History

As mentioned in the former chapter, there was slavery in Western Africa even before the Europeans came to take slaves to the colonies (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p. 8). The European slave trade started already in the second half of the second millennium (Blackburn, 1997, p7). According to Blackburn (1997, p.6) slavery, colonialism and maritime power made sure that the Europeans influenced the world market in such a way that the Europeans reaped for themselves the biggest advantages. This European advantage has led to economic development and is also called the ‘European miracle’. Blackburn (1997, p.6) thinks that this ‘miracle’ is accomplished by the profits of slavery. However, Blackburn (1997, p.7) also states that there was no separation taking place between the colonisers and the colonised; there was a sense of social responsibility. In the first chapter there is a description of the different kinds of influence of France and Great-Britain respectively in Ivory Coast and Ghana. When Blackburn is stating that there was some sort of social responsibility toward the colonised, this should be seen in perspective. There were different kinds of tactics to keep a relationship with the colonised; this has been described in the former chapter. Thus, during the colonial era there was slavery, but now, it is prohibited. This chapter deals with the different prohibitions and what they mean.

3.2 UN treaties

In the 19th century, there were several formal prohibitions on slavery. A distinction can be made between slave trade and slavery. Slave trade was first prohibited, after that there was prohibition of slavery (UN, p 5). An example of different formal prohibitions regarding slaves is the regulations of the United Kingdom. In 1807 slave trade throughout British colonies was declared illegal, however, until 1811 there was of trafficking slaves between the Caribbean islands (The National Archives, “Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, 1807” section). Later on, slavery was abolished by the British Parliament as well, this happened in 1833 (BBC, 2007, section. para. “Parliament abolishes slavery”). Slavery was abolished in 1873 in the Gold Coast, however, in the inland region of what is today Ghana this was even later (Dijksterhuis, 2005, p.12). Slavery has not only been abolished on national levels, but also on the international level. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights [UDHR], which was signed on 10 December 1948, declares in article 4: 

“No one shall be held in slavery of servitude: slavery and slave trade shall be prohibited.” 

This means that both slave trade and slavery are prohibited under the UDHR. The articles of the UDHR are not binding; it is a political and moral power of the United Nations [UN] (Cassese, 2001, p. 358). Nonetheless, legally non-binding articles can be part of customary law. Customary laws evolve from a custom or practice of states.  Thus, a practice or custom is customary law when there is an overall opinion that the content of a certain article or thought has been adopted (Dixon, 2005, pp. 28-29). Nonetheless, the UDHR is not the only international set of rules which condemns slavery and slave trade. There are also legally binding documents which do condemn slave trade and slavery. Both slavery and slave trade are illegal under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [ICCPR]. The ICCPR is also a document of the UN. However, one of the major differences between the UDHR and the ICCPR is that the ICCPR is a legally binding covenant (Dixon, 2005, p. 326). Within the ICCPR there are two important articles in relation to slavery and the trade of slaves from abroad. First, art. 8 of the ICCPR stating the following:

 “1. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall be prohibited. 

2. No one shall be held in servitude. 

3. (a) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour; 
(b) Paragraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries where imprisonment with hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime, the performance of hard labour in pursuance of a sentence to such punishment by a competent court; 

(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term "forced or compulsory labour" shall not include: 

(i) Any work or service, not referred to in subparagraph (b), normally required of a person who is under detention in consequence of a lawful order of a court, or of a person during conditional release from such detention; 
(ii) Any service of a military character and, in countries where conscientious objection is recognized, any national service required by law of conscientious objectors; 
(iii) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity threatening the life or well-being of the community; 
(iv) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obligations.”

This means that slavery and slave labour are prohibited as well as forced labour. The implementation of the articles stated in the ICCPR can be found in art. 2 of the ICCPR:

“1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 
2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized in the present Covenant. 

3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes: 

(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized are violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by persons acting in an official capacity; 
(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right thereto determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or by any other competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy; 

(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies when granted.”

This article implies that the high contacting parties, thus the ratifying countries of the covenant, have to adopt legislative measures, which have to be in line with the covenant and which have to be within their home jurisdiction. Besides, the ratifying country has to provide effective remedies in case of violation of the covenant (Dixon, 2005, p. 326). This means that there has to be a court which is capable of deciding on a case concerning the ICCPR and that there should be effective regulations, measures and punishments.

These articles apply to the countries that have signed and ratified the covenant. Ghana has signed and ratified the ICCPR (UNHCR, 2007, “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Ghana”). Thus, slavery is forbidden in Ghana. The entry into force date of the ICCPR in Ivory Coast was in 1992 (UNHCR, 2007, “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Côte d’Ivoire”). The Netherlands have ratified the ICCPR as well (UNHCR, 2007, “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Netherlands”). This means that the articles of the ICCPR are applicable to Ghana, Ivory Coast and the Netherlands. Thus, slavery and slave trade are forbidden by law in these countries. 

In the discussion on modern slavery on the cocoa plantations, it is said that people from Burkina Faso are held as slaves. In that case it is important to know if foreigners are protected abroad if they are in a high contracting country. Thus, are people from, for example, Burkina Faso protected from slavery and slave trade while in either Ghana or Ivory Coast? The answer is yes; they are protected by the ICCPR. Art. 2 of the ICCPR states that all of the High Contracting parties have to respect and ensure to all of the individuals within its territory and subject all the rights in the treaty to its jurisdiction without any distinction. Thus, as long as the covenant is violated on the territory of a ratifying country, then the victim’s rights are protected by the covenant (ICCPR, art 2).

Nonetheless, it is important to know that the people’s rights are only protected vertically. This means that human beings are protected by human rights from the state. Thus, the state may not trade slaves nor keep people in slavery. The ICCPR does not protect people from other people (Dixon, 2005, p.3). In the former chapter we have seen that the cocoa plantations are typically small and owned by individual farmers. This means that the rights of these people are not directly protected by the ICCPR. The rights would be protected if a plantation was state-owned, because then the state would be responsible for the labour conditions on the plantation.

However, the members states to the ICCPR can make laws themselves to protect individuals from other individuals; this could be done within a country’s criminal law system. 

3.3 International Labour Orgnization

The International Labour Organization was established in 1919 at the Versailles Peace Conference (Archer, 2001, p. 3). Now, the International Labour Oranization [ILO] is, according to its own website the following:

“The International Labour Organization (ILO) is devoted to advancing opportunities for women and men to obtain decent and productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity. Its main aims are to promote rights at work, encourage decent employment opportunities, enhance social protection and strengthen dialogue in handling work-related issues.

In promoting social justice and internationally recognized human and labour rights, the organization continues to pursue its founding mission that labour peace is essential to prosperity.” (ILO, 2007, About the ILO)

The ILO is realising these decent and productive work conditions in a tripartite way; there are tree different sorts of representatives in the ILO. There is representation of the governments, next to this, there are representatives for the employers and also there is representation for the employees. This method of representation is included in the Constitution of the ILO (Archer, 2001, p. 95). This looks like a good structure for an internationals labour organisation, since all parties involved in labour are represented and a treaty or agreement would mean that all parties have to respect the rules.

The ILO makes regulations on labour, among other things, this is done by conventions. In 1999 the ILO Convention 182 “Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention” was signed (ILO, Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention). Just like the name of the Convention indicates, the rights of children are protected by this convention. Children are “all persons under the age of 18” (art.2, ILO, Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention). Article 3 of the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention describes what the expression the worst forms of child labour includes:

For the purposes of this Convention, the term the worst forms of child labour comprises: 

a.) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict; 
b.) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or for pornographic performances; 
c.) the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties; 
d.) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children. 

Thus, this convention states that the worst forms of child labour are slavery and similar actions, child prostitution, using children for illegal deeds, and labour circumstances which are harmful for a child’s health, safety or moral code. 

If the rights of children are violated, then there should be a possibility to stop this. This has to be done by an active state. The actions to be taken by a Member of the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention are: implementing the regulations of the convention to its judicial system, preventing children from worst the forms of labour by giving access to education, and installing an authority responsible for the terms of the convention. These measures which are to be taken by the members to the Convention are stated in article 7.

1. Each Member shall take all necessary measures to ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of the provisions giving effect to this Convention including the provision and application of penal sanctions or, as appropriate, other sanctions.

2. Each Member shall, taking into account the importance of education in eliminating child labour, take effective and time-bound measures to: 

a. prevent the engagement of children in the worst forms of child labour; 

b. provide the necessary and appropriate direct assistance for the removal of children from the worst forms of child labour and for their rehabilitation and social integration; 

c. ensure access to free basic education, and, wherever possible and appropriate, vocational training, for all children removed from the worst forms of child labour; 

d. identify and reach out to children at special risk; and 

e. take account of the special situation of girls. 

3. Each Member shall designate the competent authority responsible for the implementation of the provisions giving effect to this Convention. 

Now, it is interesting to know which countries are a member of this convention, because only members of the convention are obligated to respect the rules of the convention. Ghana is a ratifying country of the convention (ILO, 2001), as well as Ivory Coast and the Netherlands (ILO, 2007, “List of Ratifications of International Labour Conventions”). Thus, these rules are applicable in Ghana, Ivory Coast and the Netherlands. 
3.4 Regulations from the chocolate industry

Countries are not the only parties which have adopted these rules. The Chocolate Manufacturers Association [CMA], which is an American organisation of chocolate manufacturers, has signed a protocol which is the same as the ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention. By signing this protocol, the CMA forces itself to take measures to ban cocoa beans grown with the worst forms of child labour (CMA, 2001, “Protocol for the Growing and processing of Cocoa Beans”). One can say that an important part of the cocoa industry is supporting the ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, because the CMA is not the only organisation which recognises the ILO 182 Convention. In a reaction to the signing of the protocol by the CMA, other organisations which are active in the cocoa industry have adopted the protocol as well. On September 3rd 2001, CAOBISCO, the Association of the Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionery Industries of the EU, adopted the protocol as well (Caobisco, 2001, “Protocol for the growing and processing of Cocoa Beans”). One day later on 4 September the European Cocoa Association, which is a trade association representing the European cocoa sector including the whole cocoa industry chain, adopted the protocol also (European Cocoa Association, 2001, “Protocol for the growing and processing of Cocoa Beans”). Another international organisation that adopted the protocol is the International Cocoa Organization [ICCO]. The ICCO is a monitoring organisation working in the cocoa industry, and it is under the auspices of the UN (ICCO, 2001). On November 30th 2001, the number of supporting organisations to the protocol grew to 13. The following organisations showed their support for the ILO 182 Convention by that day: CAOBISCO, the Chocolate Manufacturers Association, the Chocolate Manufacturers Association of Canada, the Cocoa Association of London, the Cocoa Merchants Association of America, the European Cocoa Association, the International Cocoa Organization, the IOCCC, the World Cocoa Foundation, the Child Labor Coalition, Free The Slaves, the International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers Associations, and the National Consumers League (Global Exchange, 2005, para. 1, 10, 11).  The aim all these organisations is to cooperate and effectively solve the labour problems in West Africa. Research will be done, and information will be exchanged (Global Exchange, para. 4-9). It is good for the industry that the cocoa processing industry is feeling responsible for the labour conditions of West African cocoa plantations. Also, this initiative shows, that there is a problem to be faced and solved in these countries. 
3.5 Conclusion

This chapter shows that there is legislation available which condemns slave trade as well as slavery. Besides, it is remarkable that it took quite some time between the non-binding condemnations of slavery and slave trade in the UDHR and the support of the ILO 182 Convention by 13 organisations which are either active in the cocoa industry, consumers rights and workers rights. Gradually, things are getting better on the judicial level for the slaves and hopefully the labour conditions on the plantations will get better soon. However, the rules of the ICCPR and the ILO 182 Convention on the Worst Forms of Child Labour will have to be respected and monitored to come closer to a worker-friendly cocoa industry.

4 Different kinds of Fair-trade chocolate
4.1 Introduction

In Chapter Two there is a description of the origin of the cocoa used in chocolate bars which are sold in the Netherlands. There are roughly two different kinds of chocolate sold in the Netherlands: chocolate from Ghanaian cocoa and chocolate from Ivorian cocoa. This is not the only distinction that can be made. Products sold in the Netherlands can carry several different quality marks; chocolate carries different quality marks as well. This chapter will deal with two major quality marks for chocolate in the Netherlands, which are Max Havelaar or Fair-trade and the newest 100% guaranteed slave-free chocolate.
4.2 Max Havelaar / Fair-trade

Max Havelaar is a famous figure in Dutch literature. It is the main character and the title of a book written by Multatuli, a.k.a. Eduard Douwes Dekker. The book tells a story about Max Havelaar, who lives in Indonesia and thinks that the local inhabitants of Indonesia are suffering on plantations (Verdec, “Multatuli – Max Havelaar”, para. 1, 2, 5; Swissinfo, para. 6). 
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Nowadays, the name Max Havelaar is also known as a Fair-trade label for various goods. One of the products with a Fair-trade label is chocolate. Fair trade chocolate bars that are sold in the Netherlands can either be labelled with the “Fair-trade” trade mark and/or “Max Havelaar.” Fair-trade means that it is traded fairly and, Max Havelaar is especially used for food and beverages. The conditions for both labels are the same, and the trade marks are both distributed and administered by Fairtrade Labelling Organization [FLO]. Thus, Max Havelaar and Fair-trade are one and the same label. FLO and the International Fair-trade Association [IFAT], the Network of European Worldshops [NEWS] and the European Fair-trade Association [EFTA] form an overall umbrella organisation of fair-trade movement called FINE, which is composed of the first letter of each organisation (ICCO, 2005, pp. 1, 2, 8).

These organisations have formed a definition of Fair-trade, and according to FINE it is the following:

"Fair-trade is a trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect, that seeks greater equity in international trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, marginalized producers and workers - especially in the South. Fair-trade organizations (backed by consumers) are engaged actively in supporting producers, awareness raising and in campaigning for changes in the rules and practice of conventional international trade." (ICCO, 2005, p. 3)

Fair-trade is a system which works in different countries. In 2005, there was fair cocoa trading in nine cocoa producing countries (ICCO, 2005, p. 9). Farmers sell their cocoa to corporations; these corporations sell them to (international) resellers on the world market. The price given by the resellers is at least $1600 + $150 per tonne. If the market price is higher than $1600, then the chocolate is bought from the corporations for the market price plus a premium of $150 per tonne. In the graphic below, one can see that the fair trade price is stable and that the price is higher than the prices of the cocoa sold on the world market which is not sold under fair-trade conditions (ICCO, 2005, pp. 4-5; Fair Trade/Max Havelaar, 2006, section “Over de Cocoamarkt”, para. 6). It is interesting to know that almost all the Fair-trade cocoa originates from Ghana; however, the total share of Fair-trade in the cocoa industry is only 0.1% (ICCO, 2005). 
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While reading the above, one thinks that the work of Fair-trade is good for the farmers in West-Africa. Nevertheless, there is criticism towards Fair-trade as well. Christian Jacquiau, a French journalist wrote Les coulisses du commerce equitable (English: Behind the scenes of fair trade), in which he attacks the Max Havelaar label. Jacquiau questions whether Fair-trade chocolate bars are 100% fair-trade. Next to cocoa, there are other ingredients like nuts, milk and sugar of which it is not sure whether these are traded equitably. Consumers of Fair-trade products pay more for these products than for regular products, and the extra money paid is distributed to the farmers. Max Havelaar in Switzerland says that the farmers receive about € 50,00 a year. Jacquiau questions this and says that it is not clear whether farmers really do obtain that money. In his view this is due to the inspection system. There are 54 inspectors worldwide, of which the inspectors do not necessarily work on a full time basis nor are the checks done by field research. The inspections are mainly done in offices. Jacquiau suggests that it might be that landowners or multinationals benefit the most from fair-tade bonuses. Paola Ghillani, a former director of max Havelaar Switzerland, agrees that “Max Havelaar is weak when it comes to checks” (Swissinfo, para. 1-4). 
4.3 Slave-free chocolate
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The 100% guaranteed slave-free chocolate quality mark is the newest quality mark for chocoalate in the Netherlands. It is supported by Max Havelaar, and thus it carries both quality marks (Tony Chocolonely, 2005, para. 4). Yet, this quality mark has been the talk of town, especially during the last months of 2006 up to now. There has even been a court decision on whether it is legal to claim a chocolate bar to be 100 % guaranteed slave free (Court Amsterdam 6 February 2007, LJN: AZ7870).

This quality mark is claimed by Tony’s Factory, the company which is the inventor of Tony’s Chocolonely chocolate. Teun van de Keuken is seen as the main man for Tony Chocolonely. However, there is a whole apparatus helping him. Van de Keuken is a journalist for a TV programme called Keuringsdienst van Waarde [KvW], which is a consumers programme that pays attention to the origin of products, the production methods and the way it is promoted. KvW is broadcasted by Radio Volksuniversiteit [RVU] and is produced by Dahl TV. Dahl TV started Tony’s Factory with the aim to produce a chocolate bar to investigate the origin, because that is a task for KvW. Tony’s Factory produces the Tony’s Chocolonely chocolate bars; this bar is said to be guaranteed 100% slave-free. The claim “guaranteed 100% slave-free” is printed on the wrapper of the chocolate bars and during broadcasts of KvW it is said that Tony Chocolonely is, contrary to other bars, a guaranteed 100% slave-free chocolate bar (Court Amsterdam 6 February 2007, LJN: AZ7870; KvW, 2005, “KvW – Dahl TV”). 

There has been a trial on the claim of “guaranteed 100% slave-free”. Bellissimo Foods B.V., an importer of Swiss chocolate, sued the RVU, Dahl TV, Tony’s Factory and Van de Keuken. The reason for this was that the claim “slave free” is most likely false, while there is a possibility that the Tony Chocolonely bar is (partly) produced by slaves. Next to this, Bellissimo said that the claim is deceiving which conflicts art. 6: 194 Dutch Civil Code also Bellissimo thought that the claim is illegal comparative promotion which conflicts art. 6: 194a Dutch Civil Code (Court Amsterdam 6 February 2007, LJN: AZ7870; Versteeg Wigman Sprey, para. 1-2). 

The judge argued that the cocoa used in Tony Chocolonely’s chocolate bars can be traced, because the cocoa used is marked in bags which say that it is fair trade and directly bought from Kuapa Kokoo. The complaints of Bellissimo based on the Civil Code are not legitimate, but the judge decided that the claim used by RVU, KvW and Van de Keuken are journalistic expressions and that condemning such claims would be a limitation of the freedom of expression (Court Amsterdam 6 February 2007, LJN: AZ7870; Versteeg Wigman Sprey, para. 3). 

On 6 February 2007 the judge of the Court in Amsterdam decided that the “guaranteed 100% slave-free” is a legitimate trade mark. The claim is not deceiving, on the contrary, by stating this and giving evidence that it was produced without slavery, this claim is judged legal. Besides, the trade mark is not used for advertising the chocolate bar, it is journalistic freedom. The claim does not conflict Dutch Civil Code this is why the Court in Amsterdam decided that the provisions asked for by Bellissimo are denied and Bellissimo has to pay the legal costs that accrued (Court Amsterdam 6 February 2007, LJN: AZ7870).
4.4 Bar without quality marks

There are of course also bars which do not have a quality mark at all. Nonetheless, this does not necessarily mean that such a bar is produced by slaves nor that it was traded in an unfair way whatsoever. The quality marks are claiming that that specific product meets the conditions of the quality mark in question. However, there is a possibility that a product that does not have a certain quality mark could meet the criteria of that trade mark. This has to do with registration, because administering the trade of cocoa is a difficult task. The administration is also one of the reasons why Fair-trade chocolate is more expensive than regular chocolate bars.

4.5 My opinion

In my view, there should only be Fair-trade; however, I am not in favour of the idea that everyone will now start to sell/buy fair-trade only. This might sound strange, but I think that it is a long term process. This chapter shows that the current market share of fair-trade products is very small. The International Cocoa Organization argues that an increase of fair-trade cocoa demand will lead to a decrease of the prices of regular cocoa or an overflow of cocoa. This will ultimately lead to even lower prices offered to the farmers. That would be bad for the farmers, and it will take some time before all products can be traded fairly. I think that my view on this can be compared to what dieticians say on diets; one should eat a variety of foods, thus one should not eat the same vegetables, fruit, etc., everyday, because varying is better for one’s health. I think that one should not eat the same chocolate as well. It would be better if everyone buys Fair-trade or Tony Chocolonely chocolate every now and then, and buy regular chocolate as well. That is better for the world economy and better for the cocoa farmers, of course a one-sided chocolate buying pattern will be better for the world because then everything would be traded in a fair way. However, that is only a short-term solution; this should change and in the end all chocolate should be at least Fair-trade and slave-free. 

5 Legal status of eating chocolate

Chapter Four described different kinds of fair-trade chocolate available on the Dutch market. This chapter will elaborate on regular chocolate, which may be made by slaves and will explain a Court of Appeal ruling of April 5, 2007. The judgement in this case makes clear what the legal status of eating regular chocolate is in the Netherlands. The regular chocolate available in Dutch stores is possibly made from cocoa from plantations where slaves are held.

5.1 Action for the problem of slavery
Mr. Teun van de Keuken has been to Ivory Coast and has witnessed slavery on cocoa plantations. According to Van de Keuken, a court ruling would uncover the tragedies of the cocoa industry (KvW, 2007, section, para.5). In addition to the tragedies that would be brought to light during the court ruling, Van de Keuken also believed that a possible condemnation would mean that every chocolate eater, thus everybody, could be prosecuted. According to Van de Keuken, this would mean that the chocolate industry has to react on this by producing slave-free chocolate bars. In fact, he already started a corporation that utilises slave-free labour, when he created “Tony Chocolonely”, a slave-free chocolate bar (Van Keken, 2007, para. 1; Tony Chocolonely, 2005, para.3-5). He thinks that slavery is a problem caused by poverty. Van de Keuken also stated that the chocolate factories do not pay enough to the cocoa farmers (KvW, 2007, section, para.5). The new chocolate bar that Van de Keuken produced and his attempt to try to get himself condemned are his means to stop slavery. This chapter will deal with the legal status of eating chocolate and thus with the court ruling for which Van de Keuken so desparately fought. The legal ground of prosecuting Van de Keuken is, according to him, an article of Dutch criminal law stating the following: 

“Whoever receives goods...while knowing at the time he receives them or when they are made available to him...that it concerns unlawfully obtained goods is guilty of wilfully receiving...unlawfully obtained goods and shall be punished by a term in prison of maximum four years or a Category Five fine.” 

Van de Keuken was aware of the fact that the cocoa industry is not obeying legal labour practices, nonetheless, he still ate the chocolate bars (Treehugger, 2007).
5.2 Reporting the police

Van de Keuken wanted a court ruling; thus, he went to the police on 22 March 2004, because he believed that he had done something illegal; on 12 February 2004, Van de Keuken ate chocolate bars made with cocoa from plantations with forced labour. According to Van de Keuken, someone who is eats this chocolate is engaging in a criminal act. The public prosecutor had replied in a letter addressed to Van de Keuken that he would not be prosecuted on the basis of Van de Keuken’s report to the police on 22 March 2004 (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373). The letter sent by the prosecutor states that there will be no prosecution because of the expediency principle. This means that the prosecutor can decide to suspend prosecution (Arrondisementsparket Amsterdam, H.P. Klaver; Rechtspraak, 2004, p. 33). The reason for the suspension of prosecution in this case was that the prosecutor felt that the complaint of Van de Keuken on his own acts were made with the intention to condemn the acts committed abroad, thus on the cocoa fields. The prosecutor also felt that such an act is more a symbolic one than an adequate one, which would stop possible illegal acts. Dutch criminal law supports the decision to suspend prosecution in Article 167 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Arrondisementsparket Amsterdam, L.A.J.M. de Wit; Arrondisementsparket Amsterdam, H.P. Klaver). 
5.3 The way to court

Van de Keuken is not the only person who thinks that he himself has done something illegal. Four people from Burkina Faso accused Van de Keuken of wrongdoing and have made statements that terrible things are happening on cocoa plantations in West-Africa. Also, 2,136 anxious chocolate consumers reacted to an article in the Consumentengids, a magazine for consumers, writing on the chocolate industry in western Ghana. These 2,136 people made official complaints to the Court as well, by appealing to the decision to suspend prosecution. This makes a total of 2,141 complaints on the abusive labour in the West African cocoa industry (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373).

On 21 September 2006, a complaint was filed at the Court of Appeal in Amsterdam, by the 2,141 persons who wanted to appeal the decision of the prosecutor. The complainants asked for a trial against one of the complainants, against Mr. Van de Keuken. This was done at the Court of Appeal, because the complainants appealed to the letter of the public prosecutor stating that Van de Keuken would not be prosecuted. The complaints were lodged under Article 12 of Dutch criminal law. This article implies the following: if someone will not be prosecuted after committing an illegal act, there could be filed a complaint. There are several conditions for such a complaint; one is that the complainant has to be harmed directly or it will be decided that there will be no prosecution (Tak, 2003, p. 67; 22 December 2005, Stb. 2006 11 & 24)
There were several hearings wherein the four people from Burkina Faso told the judges what they had gone through while working on a cocoa plantation. The Court stated that the testimonies of the four Burkinabé express that the suspicions of severe violations of law taking place in the home countries of these persons is justified. Nonetheless, the Court of Appeal in Amsterdam wondered whether a condemnation of Van de Keuken would be an efficient way to stop the cruelties mentioned during the Court hearings (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373).

The Court argued that the responsible persons for the slavery can be taken to court in their home countries.  Besides, the Court does not think that a possible condemnation of Van de Keuken and other chocolate consumers will have an effect on slavery on West-African cocoa plantations. Even if there were a condemnation and thus when Van de Keuken would be plead guilty of an illegal act, still the Court can decide not to pronounce a punishment or lay a measure on someone/something. This means that it is still unsure if something could be done about the situation in Western Africa after a condemnation of Van de Keuken. According to the Court, another way to improve the situation of the slaves and for finding justice is by influencing pressure groups, political parties and the media (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373). 
5.4 Judgement

The final judgement in this case is that some of the complaints are inadmissible (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373). If a complaint is inadmissible, the complaint will not be brought before the court (Gubby, 2004, p. 47). There will thus be no judicial decision on the merits of a case. This means that some of the complaints will not be considered to make a final judgement. The Court has decided that the complaint of Van de Keuken is inadmissible, because the Court cannot find a legal basis for the disadvantage of the persisting insecurity of Van de Keuken’s own acts -- the insecurity whether eating chocolate is a crime or not. Van de Keuken can only be disadvantaged if he feels a persisting insecurity of the possibility of being condemned because of his own acts. This means that Van de Keuken did not know before going to Court whether or not he was acting illegally. The insecurity he had to deal with does not mean that the Court has to provide jurisdiction on this case. Uncertainty on the fact of whether or not he can be put to trial for such an act would make the complaint admissible. For the admissibility of the case, it is important to evaluate why the claimant is insecure. If the insecurity is about the legality of an act, then the case is inadmissible. However, if the insecurity revolves around the possibility of prosecution, then the case is admissible. 

The complaints of the 2,136 chocolate consumers are also deemed inadmissible. The inadmissibility is pronounced under the same basis as the inadmissibility of Van de Keuken’s complaint (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373).  

The complaints of the four Burkinabé are admissible. The Court considered that the four Burkinabé are possible victims of the acts of Van de Keuken. Besides, the Court thought that a conviction of Van de Keuken could be of importance to the four Burkinabé. However, the complaint of the four Burkinabé is declined by the Court. Unfortunately, a possible prosecution of Van de Keuken would not significantly improve the situation of the West-Africans (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373). We see that the initial decision of the prosecutor and the judgement of the Court of Appeal were basically the same. Both the prosecutor and the judge are of the opinion that a condemnation would not be an adequate method to stop acts committed in West-Africa. (Court of Appeal Amsterdam 5 April 2007, LJN: BA2373; Arrondisementsparket Amsterdam, L.A.J.M. de Wit).
5.5 Statement of Van de Keuken

Van de Keuken has mixed feelings on the verdict. On the one hand, he was disappointed that he is not being prosecuted, because Van de Keuken thinks that a court ruling would have terrible repercussions for the cocoa industry. He thinks that slavery is a problem for the poorer part of the society. Thus, stopping poverty would mean the end of slavery as well. According to Van de Keuken, the chocolate factories do not pay enough to the farmers. Higher remunerations for the cocoa farmers would be a step in the good direction to end poverty in the African cocoa sector. Nonetheless, Van de Keuken is also positive about the verdict of the Amsterdam Court of Appeal. He is glad that the judges clearly said there were severe violations of law taking place on cocoa plantations (KvW, 2007, “Chocoladecrimineel niet vervolgd, section, para.5).
5.6 Conclusion

The Court made a clear judgement, and it would, indeed, be useless to condemn Van de Keuken, because nothing would be changed for possible slaves. Nonetheless, this could be a first step in finding long-term a solution. Chapter Three described other judicial possibilities for the real victims of this case; the Burkinabé, that might be a second step. The judgement included possible steps towards a better future as well, it suggested that pressure groups, political parties and the media could be influenced to improve labour standards. In the end, this chapter makes it clear that Dutch criminal law does not supply a legal possibility to stop slavery in West-Africa. Chocolate will continue to be eaten without judicial consequences!

6 Reasons for slavery

6.1 Introduction

The previous chapters have been discussing the cocoa industry, where it comes from, and how it is sold. It also noted slavery. In this chapter, these two elements will come together to explain what is happening on the cocoa plantations in regards to child labour. Most importantly, this section will explore the question “Why does this happen and who benefits from it, or does everyone lose when it comes to slavery?” This evaluation will combine the various views of experts, economists, journalists and activists in the cocoa industry. A final question that will be answered in this chapter is “How do experts view the labour conditions and how serious is it?” 

6.2 Van de Keuken starts

The journalist Van de Keuken started the dialogue on slavery in the West African cocoa industry. He did this with the programme Keuringsdienst van Waarde [KvW]. The programme’s aim is to inform consumers of the origin of products, production methods, and advertisements (Court Amsterdam 6 February 2007, LJN: AZ7870). 

In 2003, Teun van de Keuken paid attention to the labour conditions in West African cocoa plantations (KvW, 2005, “Afleveringen 2003”). Thus he decided to fight against the abusive child labour. In early 2004, he ate seventeen slave-made chocolate bars and went to the police to report the criminal act that he had committed (Langeslag, 2007, para. 3; Pestman, 2004, Aangifte heling). 

Since the aim of KvW is to inform the consumers of the origin of the products and the fact that the cocoa industry is a complex one to investigate, Van de Keuken decided to make chocolate bars himself. The bar, called Tony’s Chocolonely, is 100% guaranteed slave-free. (Tony Chocolonely, 2006) This has led to discussions and even a court ruling on the legality of the slave-free bar. Bellissimo Foods sued the makers and promoters of Tony Chocolonely. The day before the judgement, Van de Keuken was a guest in a Dutch television programme called Pauw & Witteman (Langeslag, 2007, para. 7; Pauw & Witteman, 18 January 2007, VARA). 

6.3 t’Sas reacts

Mr. Vincent t’Sas is a Dutch economic journalist living and working in Ivory Coast. He has seen the online broadcast of Pauw & Witteman of 18 January 2007 when Van de Keuken was a guest in the show. t’Sas was astonished, first of all because Van de Keuken used the expression ‘cacaoslaaf’ (English: ‘cocoaslave’). The astonishment of t’Sas was linked with the past, because seven years ago the expression was used by Unicef [United Nations International Childrens Fund]. Now however, Unicef no longer uses this expression. In addition, t’Sas also does not agree with Van de Keuken on the fact that cocoa is produced on big plantations. Van de Keuken says that there are industrial plantations in Ivory Coast. According to t’Sas, however, there are only two industrial plantations, of which one is practically not functioning  He states that the Ivorian cocoa grows typically on small farms, which are around two hectares in size (t’Sas, 2007, para. 2, 3; Pauw & Witteman, 2007 January 18, VARA). The statement of t’Sas concerning the fact that plantations are typically not industrial is supported in Chapter Two. 
One of the most interesting points t’Sas was trying to make in the article was that there are minors working on the plantations. However, t’Sas states that most of them are the farmer’s children.  Above all, he says that the children are slapped, just like Van de Keuken says. Although t’Sas resorts that these children are not slapped until they work their fingers to the bone but until these children will listen, so that they learn how to become a cocoa farmer (t’Sas, 2007, para. 3, 4).
Thus, ‘tSas stated that most of the minors working on the farm are children of the farmers. His statement indicates that although a vast majority of the workers are farmer’s children, there are additional young people working on the plantations as well. t’Sas says that there are also children from Burkina Faso working on the farms. The parents agree with the farmers that the children will work for ‘free.’ During that year, the children will learn what it is to be a cocoa farmer. After one year, the children are free to go wherever they want, often the child will have a plantation of his own. The children like the work on the plantations, and it provides a free education (t’Sas, 2007, para. 1, 5).  

Of course there is a possibility that the children from abroad can be threatened wrong or inhumane. However, t’Sas says that the social control is high in the villages in Ivory Coast. He states that there are some cases of maltreated children, nevertheless, ‘t Sas does not explain what happened in these cases. In addition, he states that maltreating children would be an exception (t’Sas, 2007, para. 7).
t’Sas went to cocoa plantations to interview some children working there. According to t’Sas, the children do not look exhausted or beaten up.  Instead, they seem proud to work on their father’s or brother’s plantation. Besides, most of the time the farmer’s children work after or before school time (t’Sas, 2007, para. 8).
The last point t’Sas makes is that he predicts that if Van de Keuken continues his actions, then around 7 million people who are depending on the cocoa industry in Ivory Coast will be hurt (t’Sas, 2007, para. 9).   

In the end, it is clear that t’Sas totally disagrees with Van de Keuken.  Just like Baas, who is the director of the Dutch Vereniging voor de Bakkerij en Zoetwarenindustrie (English: Union for Bakery and Sweets industry), said, there are children working on the plantations; however, parents are typically the owners of the farms on which their children are working (T. Baas, personal interview, March 22, 2007). Above all, t’Sas clearly states that the anti-slavery campaign could be destructive for many Ivorians. 
6.4 Van de Keuken strikes back

Van de Keuken wrote an article in a reaction to the article written by t’Sas. Both articles were published in Trouw, a Dutch newspaper. (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. 1). He disputes the statements made by t’Sas and thinks that the fact that t’Sas could not find the slaves, does not mean that they do not exist. Van de Keuken did find slaves; he talked to ex-slaves in Burkina Faso. The ex-slaves stated that they had to work hard and were often beaten (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. 1, 2).
In addition, Van de Keuken questions t’Sas’ opinion on the minors working on the plantations, in particular the fact that the children are beaten when they do not follow orders. t’Sas also says that they do not get beaten until they have worked their fingers to the bone, only until they listen (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. 3; t’Sas, 2007, para. 5).

Van de Keuken also states that an Ivorian trade union called “Dignité” has written the following: “Children are forced to walk long distances with heavy carry bags on their heads and they work with sharp and dangerous machetes.” (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. 4; ITUC-CSI, 2006, p. 1, 3). The view of Van de Keuken is totally different from t’Sas’ opinion. t’Sas wrote that the children are helping on the cocoa field before and after going to school. Van de Keuken disputes this as well. According to his information, the children do not attend any school at all (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. 4).

Van de Keuken thinks that poverty is the main cause for slavery (Van de Keuken, 2007, para.5; KvW, 2007, “Chocoladecrimineel niet vervolgd”, section, para.5). He has spoken to parents who are selling their children to survive. According to Van de Keuken, there are experts saying that childslaves can be purchased in Côte d’Irvoir for only € 50,00 (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. title,  5).
In the end, it is clear that Van de Keuken and t’Sas are opposing each other. On the one hand, Van de Keuken states that slaves are working on cocoa plantations and is combating to end it with his new chocolate bar. On the other hand, t’Sas is saying that there is no slavery in Ivory Coast and that the tactics of Van de Keuken will hurt the Ivorians (Van de Keuken, 2007, para. 1-6; t’Sas, 2007, para. 1-9).
6.5 Unicef’s opinion

Unicef was mentioned by t’Sas in his article. He said that Unicef once employed the expression ‘cacaoslaaf’. The fact that this organisation no longer employs this word shows according to t’Sas, that there are no slaves or else the term would be used (t’Sas, 2007, para. 3; Unicef, 2007, para. 1, 2, 4).  Unicef said in a reaction to t’Sas’s article that the child traffic and child labour is a shadowy world, which is hard to investigate. That is why Unicef has decided to use a more extensive expression which is ‘child exploitation.’ Children are vulnerable and the separation from the parents makes them dependant to the farmer. They are an easy target for exploitation. That is why Unicef decided to use the term ‘exploitation’ in stead of using the expression ‘slavery’ (Unicef, 2007, para. 4).

It is interesting that Unicef’s view on the source of child exploitation is just the same as the cause described to it by Van de Keuken, which is poverty (Unicef, 2007, para. 4). Unicef thinks child exploitation should stop, however, the cocoa industry and child labour are complex matters. Unfortunately, one cannot snap his or her fingers and resolve this deep-rooted issue. Doing this will be a long-term process. That is why there should be standards for child work first. After that there should be measures taken to banish slavery and child labour (Unicef, 2007, para. 6).  

Unicef states that the efforts done by Van de Keuken should be praised, and he should not be attacked by t’Sas. Unicef praises Van de Keuken, because, according to the organisation, he shows that this matter can concern the Dutch and that consumers can influence the lives of people working in the cocoa industry (Unicef, 2007, para. 7).
6.6 Conclusion

There are different opinions on the existence of slavery, child labour, and child exploitation. All the three opinions discussed make sense in some way. Van de Keuken is doing a great job with making consumers aware of the fact that the origin of the chocolate is not as sweet as it tastes. On the other hand, t’Sas is right as well when it comes to the possible danger to the farmers of cocoa. When people are only willing to buy guaranteed slave-free chocolate, then there will be an impact on the daily lives of persons involved in the cocoa industry. However, t’Sas makes a mistake here. He lives in Ivory Coast and this makes is hard for him to investigate what the impact of Tony’s Chocolonely is on the Dutch society. The fact that Teun van de Keuken is paying attention to this matter does not necessarily mean that all the Dutch are buying and eating it Tony’s Chocolonely exclusively and are boycotting regular chocolate bars. Unicef’s reaction was clear and not as emotional as Van de Keuken’s and t’Sas’ articles. Unicef’s article includes better arguments and motivations.  Also one should agree with Unicef on their opinion that there should be a long-term solution. There is just not an instant solution available for this and establishing a solution will take years.

Child slavery does not occur without a reason; the children are possibly sold or at least exploited to make money. The money gained is either for the parents and or for the farmer.  When a child is sold, the parents receive, according to Van de Keuken, € 50,00. While working on a plantation, the child will make money for the farmer. This is all very sad, because the child has no self-determination and is forced to follow his or her parents every command. The child has the opportunity to learn what it is like to be a peasant and how to grow cocoa. Nevertheless, it is ethically wrong that child exploitation occurs. The most important thing is that child labour has to stop as soon as possible; however; it will be a long term-process.
7. Conclusion

By writing this final paper, I wanted to investigate what the added value of the production of a 100% slave-free chocolate bar is and who benefits from this. Since the chocolate and cocoa industries are very complex ones. I have focussed on Dutch chocolate only and it links to Ghanaian and Ivorian cocoa.  Still, the industries are complex and the two West African countries written about in this final paper are remote. Nonetheless, I think, I can conclude that the added value of such a bar is first and foremost that it is an initial step in achieving better labour conditions on West African cocoa plantations. It is more a moral advantage than a financial one. Van de Keuken has stated that the production of the Tony Chocolonely chocolate bars is not yet a profit making process. There are farmers who benefit from the production of Tony Chocolonely, because they get a bonus for the cocoa sold under Fair-trade conditions. However, the percentage of cocoa sold under these conditions is still extremely small (only 0.1%). Thus the number of farmers benefiting from this is small as well. 

I do not think, that this low percentage of cocoa sold under equitable conditions means that there is a substantial change for the farmers. I imagine, that one might think that the production of Fair-trade chocolate makes no difference for Third World farmers, when hearing about the percentage of the cocoa sold under condition Fair-trade. All the same, I definitely do not agree on this. I think that trading under Fair-trade conditions is a beginning to solving the economic lag of the developing countries. The initiative of Van de Keuken is another example of a step in the right direction to promote fair labour conditions and to ban slavery. 

It might seem that Van de Keuken is the only person who is making efforts to eliminate slavery. This, however, is certainly not true. We have explored that there are several organisations world wide which try to stop slavery in the cocoa industry. Examples of these organisations are the Fair-trade organisation, the United Nations, the International Labour Organization, and chocolate producing companies. Despite the effort made by these organisations, there is still a long way to go before the cocoa industry will be 100% slave-free, like Tony’s Chocolonely’s chocolate bar. 
The cocoa and chocolate industries are both very interesting markets, with a lot of people taking part in the whole process, with Tony’s Chocolonely as one of the newest activists. However, I think it is a shame that few people know what is happening in West African countries. Teun van de Keuken definitely made slavery in the cocoa industry a hot topic. Not only can he be seen in the broadcasts of the Keuringsdienst van Waarde, but also, he is written and talked about in Dutch and international media. The media praises him, and argues for and against his statements. Vincent t´Sas is objects to claims made by Van de Keuken. He is even denying that slavery exists. However, t´Sas is not the only opponent of Van de Keuken. You must remember that he even tried to condemn himself. His intension was to be prosecuted and plead guilty of receiving in order to make eating regular chocolate a crime under Dutch criminal law. This was not the only charge against Van de Keuken. Also, it was questioned before a judge whether the claim 100% slave-free is legal. All the negative publicity around Van de Keuken did not let him down as he continued to fight against the bad labour conditions in West Africa. I can imagine that his efforts are of importance to the African people working in the cocoa sector.
I can conclude this research by stating that Tony’s Chocolonely is a moral asset for the chocolate industry. It is good that the labour conditions are highlighted by the Keuringsdienst van Waarde and Teun van de Keuken. The fact that Vincent t’Sas is denying that slavery occurs in these countries, does not necessarily mean that it really does not exist. I do think that the t’Sas’ intentions were not to put Van de Keuken in bad daylight but to protect the people working in the cocoa industry. As mentioned before, now, the cocoa industry is a topic of debate in the Dutch media. However, more attention should be given to the labour conditions on plantations, to make a sustainable change for the peasants, and farmers in West Africa. That is why I recommend Teun van de Keuken to continue his fight against the abusive labour conditions in West Africa. A prolongation of attention for this topic would be an improvement for the cocoa industry and especially for those who work on the cocoa plantations.
Appendix I

Map of Africa and West-Africa
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(My Travel Guide, 2005, “Africa Map”)
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